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Graduates  of  the  Industrial  De- 
partment Will  Make 
Their  Bow, 

Jnique  Entertainment  Expected 
Tonight  at  the  Bellefield  Ave- 
nue Institution. 


Happy  and  seemingly  contented,  though 
stricken  and  blind,  the  inmates  of  tne 
A'estern  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Jlind,  in  Bellefield  avenue,  yesterday  -were 
■ompleting  the  final  preparations  for  the 
irst  night  of  commencement  week  this 
evening.  There  are  three  graduates  this 
/ear.  all  in  the  industrial  department, 
Harry  (irant*  Hedrick,  Morris  Watson 
Bundy  and  Thomas  Earl  (ramble.  All 
have  learned  a  trade,  and  handicapped  as 
they  may  be  are  now  ready  to  make  their 
battle  to  force  a  living  out  of  this  exist- 
ence. 

The  management  of  the  institution  has 
worked  hard  this  year.  They  want  it  un- 
derstood that  the  Bellefield  institution 
is  not  an  asylum  but  a  school  for  in- 
struction. They  want  even'  blind  child 
in  Western  Pennsylvania  brought  there. 
They  guarantee  to  make  the  child  more 
happy  than  it  can  be  under  any  other 
circumstances  and  will,  in  a  short  timer, 
make  it  almost  possible  for  the  afflicted 
ones  to  shift  for  themselves.  Yesterday 
there  was  an  atmosphere  of  gaiety  there. 
Pianos  were  playing,  the  children  we're 
lqf^hing,  the  grass  was  pretty  and  the 
birds  were  chirping.] 

It  is  expected  that  700  persons  will  at- 
tend tonight's  ceremonv.  A  fine  program 
has  been  arranged,  the  talents  of  the 
blind  children  will  be  exploited  to  ad- 
vantage, and  other  good  things  are  prom- 
ised. The  final  exercises  will  be  next 
Tuesday. 

The  institution  is  greatly  in  need  of  ad- 
ditional facilities.  The  classes  are  at  pres- 
ent greatly  handicapped. 
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Afew  Gym  /s  Greatest  Necessity 
at  Institution  for  the  Blind 


To  combine  health-giving  exercise  wilh 
lassroom  s  work  the  '  instructors  in  the 
Vestern  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind  are  agitating  the  installation  of  a 
nodern  gymnasium  in  the  Bellefield  ave- 
aue  building.  For  many  years  there  has 
been  a  great  need  for  a  gymnasium  in 
the  institution  and  this  year  those  inter- 
ested intend  that  it  shall  not  go  by  de- 
fault. 

The  blind  students,  handicaped  by  their 
loss  of  sight,  are  naturally  studious  and 
otherwise  active  to  overcome  as  far  as 
possible  their  physical  defects,  but  withal 
their  zeal  and  activity  are  apt  to  become 
dull  and  listless  because  they  do  not  exer- 
cise  enough. 

At  present  there  are  dumb-bell  drills  in 
every  class  in  the  institution,  but  what  is 
wanted  is  a  gymnasium  where  the  students 
can  take  an  hour's  work  every  day.  It 
will  brighten  and  strengthen  them  and  will 
be  a  compulsory  department  of  the  school 
work.  The  students  themselves  want  it 
and  the  instructors  and  officers  of  the  in- 
stitution want  it. 
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Tuesday  A'ening  the  trial  scene  from 
ShakespeqAfs  Merchant  of  Venice  will  be 
given  its  in  the  Western  Penn- 

sytoAla  Institution  for  the  Blind.  The 
<<!ttt  V'ill  be  taken  by  the  fwWnniinq  ftu- 
dJFte:  Duke  of  Venice.  Harold  Guy 
mckeson;  Antonio,  a  merchant,  Thomas 
Boylan;  Bassanio,  his  kinsman  and 
fri.nd.-5,  Henry  Harty;  Shylock,  a  Jew. 
William  H.  McNally;  Portia,  a  rich 
heiress.  May  H.  Levy;  Nerissa,  her  wait- 
ing maid,  Elsie  May  Vath;  clerk  of  court, 
William  McKinley  Chisholm.  The  scene 
from  the  Merchant  of  Venice  will  be 
a  part  of  the  program  for  the  commence- 
ment exercises  Tuesday  evening  in  the 
chapel  of  the  institution  in  Bellefield  ave- 
nue. An  address  will  be  made  by  Samuel 
Harden  Church,  and  H.  K.  Porter,  presi- 
dent of  the  board,  will  present  the  di- 
plomas. The  graduates  from  the  industrial 
department  this  year  are  Harry  Grant 
Hedrick,  Morris  Walton  Bundy  and 
Thomas  Earl  Gamble.  On  ^riday  even- 
ing of  this  week  the  juniors  will  give  an 


entertainment. 
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Play  bf  Blind  Students. 

Samuel  Harden  Church  will  make  an 
address  at  ilfe  commencement  exercises 
of  the  WjfeatJfn  Pennsylvania  Institution 
fpf^iejnJImd  to  be  held  Tuesday  evening 
andlMfTl.  Porter,  president  of  the  board 
of  managers,  will  present  diplomas.  A 
part  of  the  program  will  be  the  presenta- 
tion by  the  students  of  the  trial  scene 
from  '"The  Merchant  of  Venice"  with  the 
following  cast:  Duke,  Harold  Guy  Nicke- 
eon;  Antonio,  Thomas  Boylan;  Bassanio, 
Henry  Harty;  Shylock,  William  H.  Mc- 
Nally; Portia,  May  H.  Levy;  Nerissa, 
Elsie  May  Vath;  clerk  William  McKin- 
ley Chisholm.  The  graduates  from  the  in- 
dustrial department  are  Harry  Grant  Hed- 
rick, Morris  Walton  Bundy  and  Thoma§ 
Earl  Gamble.  The  juniors  gave  an  entej 
tainment  Friday  evening. 
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3LIJUL  PUPILS  ACT 

"MERCHANT  OF  IEME" 


Gomm 


encement  Exercises  at  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind. 


The  annual  commencement  exercises  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind 
were  held  last  evening  and  at  the  close  of 
the  program,  rendered  entirely  by  the 
students,  those  present  were  shown  sam- 
ples of  the  work  done  by  the  pupils.  In 
the  industrial  department  the  male  pupils 
exhibited  some  wonderful  work.  One  of 
the  instructors  stated  that  until  a  short 
time  ago  it  had  been  thought  an  impolitic 
thing  to  put  a  knife  into  the  hands  of  a 
blind  boy,  but  sets  of  mission  furniture 
in  miniature  showed  conclusively  that  the 
teachers  in  charge  of  this  institute  had 
taught  their  pupils  how  to  use  a  knife 
and  other  tools  of  a  carpenter  as  per- 
fectly as  those  possessed  of  good  eyesight. 

One  of  the  surprising  features  of  the 
evening  was  the  rendering  of  the  trial 
scene  from  the  "Merchant  of  Venice." 
The  actors  had  been  taught  to  take  their 
places  by  means  of  the  drill  system,  and 
the  lines  of  the  drama  had  been  entirely 
committed  by  dictation.  The  rendition 
provoked  unstinted  applause.  The  cast 
was  as  follows: 

Duke  of  Venice,  Harold  Guy  Nickeson; 
Antonio,  merchant,  Thomas  Boy  Ian;  Bas- 
sanio,  his  kinsman  and  friend,  Samuel  G. 
Rowe;  Gratiano,  friend  to  Antonio  and 
Bassanio.  Henry  Harty;  Shylock,  a  Jew, 
William  H.  McNally;  Portia,  a  rich  heir- 
esst  May  H.  Levy;  Nerissa,  her  waiting 
maid,  l£lsie  May  Vath;  Clerk  of  Court, 
William  McKinley  Chisholm. 

Colonel  Samuel  Harden  Church  deliv- 
ered the  address.  Honorable  H.  Kirke 
Porter  presented  the  diplomas,  and  Rev. 
W.  J.  Reid  made  the  invocation.  Be- 
sides the  class  choruses  organ  and  piano 
selections  were  played  by  Henry  Harty, 
Thomas  Boylan,  Marv  Hays  and  Jenniej 
Snyder  and  George  Reichenberger.  J 
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ixlwlses  of   the  Western   Pennsylva- 
ihe     Uliivl    were    held    last 
;in  Interesting:  program  was  given 
I    students,    including   vocal   and    Instru- 
mental   music,*  physical    culture    drills    and    a 
Sresentation    jot    the    trial    scene    from     "Th 
[erchant  of  ^reice." 
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Diplomas  for  Blind  Pupils 

The  closing  exercises  of  the  Western 
ivni'sylvanla^lnstitute  for  the  Blind  were 
held  lkftt  cvernng-.  An  interesting-  program 
wad  rendered  by  the  students,  and  Colonel 
Sacluel  Harden  Church  made  the  address. 
Three  students  received  diplomas. 
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INS  PRIZE  FOE  BEST  WORK 


Exhibit   From   Local  Blind  Asylum 
Awarded  $10  in  Jamestown. 

The  $10  premium  offered  by  the  James- 
town Imposition  ..for  the  best  and  most 
complete  exhibit  of  fancy  work  done  in  ;: 
blind,  .asylum  was  won  by  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind.  No 
special  work  was  done  for  the  exhibition, 
there  not  being  enough  time  for  elaborate 
work.  The  specimens  were  selected  from 
among  the  best  pieces  done  in  the  institu- 
tion during  the  year. 

From  the  work  done  in  the  girls'  indus- 
trial department  were  selected  all  manner 
of  fancy  needle  work,  crocheting  and  bead- 
work.  A  highly  ornamented  pillow  that 
took  three  months  in  the  making  was  the 
star  exhibit.  From  the  boys'  department 
were  sent  brooms  and  brushes. 

Next  year  the  management  of  the  insti- 
tution intends  to  place  an  extensive  ex- 
hibit in  the  Pittsburg  Exposition.  Until 
now  the  only  public  display  ever  made  of 
the  work  done  by  the  inmates  of  the  insti- 
tution have  been  at  the  small  annual  ex-, 
hibits  at  the  building  on  Bellefield  avenuei 
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PIVEN   JAMESTOWN   PREMIUM 
restern      Pennsylvania      Institution 
for  th^  Blind  Gets  Check 
for  Its  Exhibit. 

The  management  of  the  Jamestown  Ex- 
position has  notified  the  officers  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind  in  Bellefield  avenue,  that  the  in- 
£J£ution  had  been  granted  a  premium 
or  its  exhibit.  The  premium,  a  check 
or  $J0  was  inclosed  in  a  letter  received 
:hia  morning. 

The    letter    praised    the    work    done   by 
the  institution  and  complimented  the  of- 
ficers   on    the    accomplishments    of    their 
students,   saying  the  articles  attracted  a 
^freat  deal  of  attention. 
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Scarlet  Fever  Breaks  Out  in 
Bellefield  Avenue  Institution 
and  Ten  Children  Are  At- 
tacked by  the  Contagion 

EPIDEMIC  IS  CHECKED 

BY  PROMPT  MEASURES 


.Scarlet  fever  has  broken  out  in  tb<* 
Western  Pennsylvania  institution  for 
the  Blind,  Bellefield  avenue,  and  at 
present  ten  inmates  are  quarantined  In 
tho   hospital. 

While    the    appearance     of    the    epN 
demic   caused    consternation   amon 
officials    of    the    institution,    promi 
tion    and    tireless    effort    on    their    part 
have  Avon  out,  and  it  is  now  confidently 
thought  that  the   f   v.r  has  been  < 
ed     from    further    spread,    and    thai     all 
lurking   contagion    has    been    effectually 
stamped  out  of  the   bulldingr. 


The  fever  is  thought  to  have  been 
introduced  into  the  asylum  by  the  blind 
pupils  themselves,  the  Irif  etion 
received  on  the  trip  to  or  from  their 
homes.  About  three  weeks  aero  the 
first  case  developed,  the  fever  attack- 
ing a  little  gh'1  who  had  spent  from 
Friday  until  Monday  morning  with  her 
family    in    Pittsburg.  came    sick 

a  few  days  after  returning  from  the 
visit,  and  a  couple  of  days  later  symp- 
toms of  scarlet  fever  were  discovered 
on    several    other   pupils. 

MOVED    TO    HOSPITAL. 

As  soon  as  a  case  of  the  fever  de- 
veloped the  patient  was  removed  to  the 
hospital,  which  is  a  seperate  building 
from  the  dormitory  and  recitation  and 
living:  rooms  of  the  institution,  and 
isolated  there  under  the  constant  at- 
tendance of  two  (rained  nurses  and  a 
physician.  One  after  another  the  cases 
developed  until  now  there  are  ten 
patients   in   the  hospital. 

It  was  announced  this  morning  that  in 
every  instance  the  cases  have  been  of  a 
mild  type  and  that  while  the  pupils  were 
sent  to  bed  and  kept  there,  it  was  to  keep 
them  from  getting  seriously  sick  and 
preventing  complications  arising  from 
colds.  Jt  is  said  that  almost  all  of  the 
children  are  almost  well  now  and  that 
a  number  are  able  to  leave  their  beds 
and  sit  up  and  be  read  to.  The  limit  or 
isolation  prescribed  by  the  State  board 
of  health  is  30  clays,  and  this  limit  will 
be  rigidly   observed. 

The  last  new  case  developed  nine  days 
ago.  Since  then  great  efforts  have  been 
made  to  stop  the  spread  of  the  disease. 
The  entire  building  has  been  thoroughly 
fumigated  twice  and  every  possible  means 
taken  to  prevent  another  outbreak  of  the 
fever. 


GOT    DAILY    REPORTS. 

It  was  stated  that  it  has  always  been 
the  custom  at  the  institution  to  allow 
the  children  to  pay  visits  to  their  homes 
at  stated  times,  and  as  many  of  them 
come  from  Pittsburg  or  adjacent  suburbs 
they  were  in  the  habit  of  spending  the] 
interval  from  Friday  evening  till  Monday 
morning   at  home. 

The  institution  was  constantly  sup- 
plied with  the  daily  reports  of  tin 
Bureau  of  Health,  showing  the  locatioj 
of  every  case  of  contagious  disease 
fast  as  it  was  reported,  and  steps  wei 
always  taken.  It  is  claimed,  to  prevent 
vhild  from  incurring  any  risk  from  suc| 
contagion. 

It  is  thought  that  the  present  con- 
agion  was  brought  into  the  institution  bf 
>ne  of  the  children  returning  from  such  a 
isit  home,  and  that  she  became  ini'eel 
d  while  riding  on  the  car. 
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IcAfcid   stone   gymnasium    for   the 
jtirA/Fennsylvania    Institute    of     the 


l^Blilfe^vill  be  built  on  a  part  of  the 
f  grojunds  of  the  institution  at  Bellefield 
I    and  Bayard  avenues._  j 
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To  Show  Work  of  Blind         \ 


Institution  Wr  t hi  .Blind/ 
sday,  Janu 
ing  the  work  o£ 
is    in    the    class    rooms    will    be* 
ppei  to  the  general  public.    The  c.\ 
'will  begin  promptly   at   3  o'clock,    lasting) 
■about  one  hour.    It  is 
officials  .to   make    the   fourth    Tfedn 
of  every  ~ month  durh 

■    a  special  visit  and  a  .or- 

Sial  invitation  is  extended   ta 
Who  wishes  to.  attend. 
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THE    STITCH    IN   TIME. 

Few  person*  can  imagine  a  more  terrible  fate  than  to 
be  blind.  No  isense  seems  so  useful  and  necessary  as 
that  of  sight..;' The  statement  pf  the  superintendent  of 
the  ^esfj/d^Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blm^*n  this 
cHy,yw€dnesday,  that  less  than  10  per  cent  of  the  in- 
mates of  this  institution  are  blind  as  the  result  of  acci- 
dent, is  a  startling  one.  And  the  further  assertion  that 
the  majority  of  cases  result  from  preventible  causes,  such 
as  infection  from  measles  and  scarlet  fever,  puts  the  mat- 
ter squarely  up  to  the  public  sense  of  responsibility. 

And  the  failure  to  send  blind  children  in  their  earlier 
years  to  these  schools  where  training  may  in  some  meas- 
ure make  up  for  their  deficiency,  to  which  Superintendent 
McAloney  also  referred,  has  its  import  for  parents  of 
children  afflicted  or  not  afflicted  alike.  The  earlier  years, 
from  six  on,  as  he  stated,  are  the  period  when  the  most 
effective  training  work  is  done.  To  wait  until  the  chil- 
dren are  twelve  or  fourteen,  before  giving  them  serious 
attention,  is  to  lose  much  never  to  be  recovered  oppor- 
tunity. The  closest  care  and  the  best  teaching  ought 
thus  to  be  given  to  all  children  in  these  earlier  years. 
Not  only,  as  was  pointed  out  by  this  authority,  are  phy- 
sical disabilities  thus  to  be  removed,  but  intellectual  ob- 
stacles are  to  be  avoided,  and  moral  delinquencies  savflp 
thereby. 
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FEW  CHILDREN  HAVE  ANY 
I5E  TO  BE 


Proper  Medical  Attention  Would 

feave  Eyes  of  Many,  Says 

Superintendent  McAloney, 


VISITORS  ARE    IMPRESSED, 


In  Addition  to  Modern  Methods 

at  the  Bellefield  Institution, 

Gymnasium  Is  Planned, 


"Few  children  have  any  business  to  be 
blind,"  said  Superintendent  Thomas  S. 
McAloney,  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind  on  BMlefield 
avenue,  yesterday.  "If  PMWren  received 
proper  medical  attention  few  would'  be 
without  good  eyesight.  In  this  institution 
scarcely  10  per  cent  are  blind  as  the  re- 
sult of  accident.  A  few  are  victims  of 
spinal  menengitis,  but  the  great  majority 
cannot  see  on  account  of  infection  of 
ophthalmia  from  attacks  of  measles  or 
scarlet  fever.  Proper  care  would  have 
averted  blindness  in   nearly   all  cases. 

Children   Should    Be   Sent    Early. 

"I  fear  that  the  scope  of  our  work  is 
not  properly  understood  by  the  public. 
This  is  not  an  asylum,  but  a  school. 
Blind  children  should  be  sent  here  when 
they  are  six  or  seven  years  old,  but  are 
often  kept  at  their  homes  in  ignorance 
until  they  are  13  or  14  years  of  age.  The 
children  are  then  backward  and  have 
practically  lost  several  years  out.  of  their 
lives." 

Special  visitors'  day  at  the  institution 
yesterday  afternoon  attracted  many 
friends  and  relatives  of  pupils  to  the 
school.  Special  exercises  illustrating  fne 
practical   work  of   the   class   rooms   were 


held  in  the  chapel.  There  are  116  pupfls, 
or  within  four  of  the  full  quota  enrolled 
in  the  school.  They  range  in  age  from 
six  to  21  years  old. 

Seeing   With   the    Mind. 

Visitors  were  impressed  especially  by 
the  ease  with  which  the  children  found 
their  way  about  through  corridors  and 
cl^ss  rooms.  The  tots  of  the  kindergar- 
ten classes  were  particularly  popular. 
The  most  modern  methods  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  blind  have  been  installed. 
Children  are  taught  to  read  and  write, 
boys  are  trained  as  carpenters,  piano 
tuners  and  broom  makers  and  girls  learn 
to  sew  and  embroider  with  a  neatness  and 
speed  rivaling  that  of  their  more  fortun- 
ate sisters  who  can  see. 

Superintendent  Thomas  S.  McAloney 
annnounced  that  a  new  gymnasium  and 
swimming  pool  would  be  built  in  the  rear 
of  the  present  buildings.  Proper  exercise 
i6  considered  one  of  the  most  important 
features  of  the  care  of  the  blind.  Th< 
children  take  great  interest  in  calesthen- 
ics  and  gymnasium  work  and  it  Is  be- 
lieved that  the  erection  of  the  new  build, 
ing  will  be  of  lasting  benefit.  The  monei 
comes  from  a  bequest  from  the  estate  of 
John  Porterfield.  The  trustees  decide  l 
that  the  sum  required  could  be  better 
utilized  in  building  a  gymnasium  than  by 
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To  Exhibit  Work  of  the  Blind 

Special  exJrfcses  illustrating  the  prac- 
tical wofk'  of -the  classes  at  the  Western 
Institution  for  the  Blind  will  be  held  in 
-tnejcnapel  of  the  school  tomorrow  after- 
noon at  3  o'clock.  It  will  be  visitors'  day 
and  all  friends?  of  the  pupils  are  invited. 
Similar  exercises  will  be  held  on  the 
fourth  Wednesday  of  each  month  during 
the  present  3chool  session. 


Visitor?'  Day  at  Blind  Asylum 

Tomorrow  will  be  special  visitors'  day 
at  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind.  There  will  be  special  exer- 
cises illustrating  the  practical  work  of  the 
class  rooms  and  a  dmi  of  all  the  pupils 
The  exercises  will  be  held  in  the  chape 
and  will  begin  at  3  o'clock.  It  is  the  inten 
tion  of  the  management  hereafter  to  havi 
a  visitors'  day  onco  a  month. 
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Measles  Afflict  Six 
A      Little  Blind  Tot? 


They  Are  fNtf*»ined  in  Hospi- 
tal of  WesteVnTennsylvania 
Institution. 


"Six  small  children  here  are.  afflicted 
fevith  measles  of  a  mild  sort,  but  they  are 
Quarantined  In  the  hospital  and  visitors 
ire  not  barred  from  the  Western  Penn- 
ylvania  Institution  for  the  -Blind,"  de- 
lared  Superintendent  Thomas  S.  Mc- 
.loney   last    night. 

"One  child  in  tho  kindergarten  caught 
leasles  after  Christmas,"  he  continued, 
iut  he  was  cured  and  now  six  others 
re  suffering.  They  are  being  cared 
Dr  by  a  trained  nurse  in  the  hospital 
liich  .is  a  separate  building  from  the 
.stitution  proper.  There  is  no  danger 
'  the  120  other  children  catching  the 
icasles  as  we  have  had  all  play,  class 
id  sleeping  rooms  fumigated  thor- 
ighly." 

A    report    that    many    children    had    the 
>asles    in    the    institution    at     Bellefield 
renue    and    Bayard    street,    and    that   it 
as    under    strict    quarantine    was    circu- 
.ted   yesterday,    but   Superintendent   Mo- 
loney   said    it    was    without    foundation. 
There    has    been    little    illness    since    the 
ill     term     opened.        Even     homesickness 
'as    almost    unknown.       This    is    credited 
the     generous     playground     equipment 
jupplied    by    Henry    K.    Porter,    president 
)f     the     institution's     board     of     trustees, 
'he    children    were    happy    all    day   in   the 
open     air     and     sunshine     exercising     on 
teeters,  swings  and  merry-go-rounds,  and 
they  forgot  they  are  separated  from  their 
|  parents.       Since   winter   began    they    have 
i  played   in  the  snow,   built  forts   p,nd   snow 
:  men    in   the  playground   and   taken   invig- 
i  orating    walks    around    the    campus.      In 
the    gymnasium     the    athletic     work     has 
gone    on    interruptedly    and    has    been    a 
source  of  deep  interest  to  the  blind  girls 
and  boys. 

During  the  winter  work  on  the  kinder- 
garten building  near  the  gymnasium  in 
Bellefield  avenue  has  been  progressing 
and  by  spring  it  likely  will  be  finished 
and  ready  for  occupancy.  In  it  the 
little  children  will  live,  leaving  the  main 
building  for  the  elder  girls  and  boys  who 
will  receive  more  individual  care  and 
instruction.  There  will  be  more  room 
also  for  the  class  rooms,  workshops  and 
workrooms  and  more  pupils  can  be  ad- 
mitted. The  kindergarten  building  will 
accommodate     35     little     children. 
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FINE  {Hill  GYMNASIUM 
FOR  BLUH  STUDENTS' 


Socially    Devised    Floor    So 

That  They  May  Roller 

Skate  Safely, 

— 

DWELLING    HOUSES    SOLD, 


Real  Estate  Business  Broken 

by  Two  Holidays  This 

Week, 


The  students  of  the  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  Blind  are  now 
assured  of  having  a  gywflrfasium.  The 
contract  has  been  let  to  A.  &  S.  Wilson. 
Work  will  start  at  once.  The  site  is  at 
Bellefield  avenue  and  Bayard  street,  on 
the    present    grounds    of    the    institution. 

The  structure  will  be  of  brick,  costing 
about  $35,000.  It  will  be  two  stories  high, 
73x38  feet.  A  swimming  pool  40x26  feet  will 
be  on  the  first  floor,  as  well  as  lockers, 
etc.  The  second  floor  will  be  taken  up 
with  a  large  gymnasium  70x35  feet.  The 
gymnasium  will  be  constructed  much 
like  gymnasiums  for  colleges. 

The    distinctive   feature    of    the   gymra* 
sium  will  be  the  floor.     It  will  be  of  hai 
wood    to   within   10   feet   of   the   wall, 
the    way    around    the    wooden    floor    w§l 
-be  a  cement  floor.     This  arrangement  wl 
make  it  possible  for  the  students  to  knoi 
when  they  are  off  the  floor  proper.     Ro| 
ler   skating  is  one  of   tne  pastimes   to   1> 
afforded    the    children.     Athietic    contest! 
will    be    arranged     for    the    students    an< 
many    games    taught    them.     Jonassen 
Abbott,  planned   the   buildme:. 
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ADMIRE  BUND  PUPILS 
INSTEAD  OF  PITYING 
AFTER  ENTERTAINMENT 

Intricate  Drills,  Fine  Music  and 

Fun    at    the    Midwinter 

Event  at  Institute, 


FINE  PKOGRAM  EENDERED 


Whoever  went  to  the  midwinter  enter- 
tainment of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  in  Bellefield  avenue 
last  evening  with  a  feeling  of  pity  for  the 
pupils  left  with  a  feeling  of  admiration  and 
wonder  for  the  cheerful,  happy  youngsters 
who  performed  intricate  drills  in  perfect 
time,  played  beautiful  music  and  gave  the 
excruciatingly  funny  dialogue,  "Parliamen- 
tary Law." 

Nearly  five  hundred  visitors  attended 
the  entertainment,  and  the  chapel  was  filled 
to  overflowing.  The  performers  were  for 
the  most  part  juniors  from  6  to  12  years 
of  age,  though  a  part  of  the  music  was 
given  by  older  pupils. 

Particular  attention  is  paid  to  music  at 
the  school,  as  this  is  the  greatest  avenue 
of  pleasure  for  the  children,  and  they  are 
taught  the  pipe  organ,  piano  and  violin. 
They  also  thoroughly  enjoy  the  gymna- 
sium, the  carpentry  work,  the  sewing 
classes  and  the  literary  features.  In  fact 
the  117  pupils  are  kept  so  busy  that  they 
have  no  time  to  think  of  their  misfortune, 
and  are  unusually  bright  and  happy. 

A  new  gymnasium  will  be  started  soon, 
as  this  is  one  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  the  work,  since  blind  children 
being  less  active  than  others  have  special 


need  of  6uch  training.  Professor  Thomas 
S.  McAlloney  has  introduced  many  mod- 
ern methods  in  the  school,  and  it  is  as  up 
to  date  as  that  for  children  who  can  see. 
The  program  given  last  evening  was  as 
follows  : 

Address    of    Welcome 

John   Harney. 

Piano   duet,    "Mazurka" Terschak 

Kathleen  Tragessor  End  Lulu  TTalnor. 
Motion  song,    "The  Sparrows".: ffimilie  Poulsson 

Kindergarten  Class. 
Dialogue,    "A   Terrible  Threat, "..Clara  Denton 

Sara  Might   and  James  Vought. 
Unison     chorus.      "I     Want     to    Be    like 

Grandma"    Petrte 

Junior  Girls. 

Marching     drill 

Junior  Boys. 

Piano  solo,    "March  Grotesque" Binding 

Mary   Hays. 
Recitation,     "About    Time    They    Learned 

Something' '    Maude  Jackson 

Martha  Bowers. 

Male  chorus,    "Excelsior" Balfe 

Junior  Boys, 
i  Violin      selection,       "Alice,      Where      Art 

Thou?"    Air.    from  Ascher 

Violin  Clans. 
Recitation,    "Little   Boy's   Lecture  on   Co- 
lumbus"     Maude  Jackson 

Wesley   Stevens. 
Unison     chorus,     "When     I'm     Big     Like 

Papa"     , Pearls 

Junior  Boya 

Wand   drill    

Junior  Girls. 

Piano    solo,     '  'Hunting    Song' ' Mendelssohn 

George  Reiohenberge'r. 

Dialogue,    "Parliamentary   Law". Clara    Denton 

Lucille  Walter,   Shirley  Budke    May  Vath,   Mc- 

Kinley     Cbisholm,     Albert     Buechler,     Daniel 

James. 

Unison   song,    "Good  Night,    Beloved".... Nevin 

Senior  Girls. 

Organ    solo,    "Postlude    in    F" Stern 

Ethel  Crooks. 
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INTERTAINMENT  GIVEN 

BY  BLIND  PUPILS. 


Ne#ly  500  persons  attended  an  enter- 
tainment given  last  night  by  the  children 
at  tie  Western  Pennsylvania  Institute 
l&  tne  Blind  on  Belleneld  avenue.  The 
performance  consisted  of  intricate  drills, 
a  funny  dialogue,  "Parliamentary  Law," 
and  musical  selections.  Those  who  took 
part  in  the  program  were  mostly  juniors 
from  6  to  12  years  of  age.  They  ac- 
quitted themselves  creditably  and  seemed  j 
so  happy  thnt  those  who  came  with  a 
feeling  of  pity,  soon  were  moved  by 
nothing  but  admiration.  A  new  gymna- 
sium will  soon  be  started  at  the  institute. 
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eras  plans 

E  EXTEMSVE 


Local  Architects  Busy  With  Im- 
portant Construction 
Work 


A    GOOD     CONTRACT     LET 


Addition  to  the  Institute  for  the 

Blind  Will  Cost  About 

$35,000 


FRIEND     TO     BUILD     HOME 


One  of  the  most  favorable  Indications 
In  the  realty  market  Is  the  Increasing 
activity  In  bui'ding  operations.  Archi- 
tects state  tbat  they  have  plans  pre- 
pared for  a  large  amount  of  construc- 
tion work  that  will  be  commenced  as  soon 
as  the  weather  conditions  will  permit  and 
a  contract  awarded  a  few  Jays  ago  for 
the  erection  of  an  important  addition  t«» 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institute  for 
the  BHndfltBellefleld  avenue  and  Bav- 
ard  sTtprtt!9S  had  an  enlivening  effect 
on  the  local  building  situation.  The  struc- 
ture is  to  be  of  brick  and  stone  construc- 
tion and  will  contain  a  gymnasium  fitted 
up  with  appliances  for  the  us»*  of  the 
pupils  of  the  institution.  The  building  is 
to  be  two  stories  high  and  will  cost  to 
complete  about  $35.(00.  The  McKeesport 
school  board  Is  receiving  bids  for  the 
erection  of  a  12-room  brick  school  build- 
ing at  a  cost  of  $20,000  and  the  Butler 
county  hospital,  authorities  are  ready  for 
bids  for  the  erection  of  a  hospital  build- 
ing at  Butler  to  cost  $20,000.  C.  A. ! 
Blckel  has  plans  completed  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  four-story  brick  and  si  one  ware- 
house   on    Penn    avenue    and    Eighteenth 


street  at  a  cost  of  $12,000.  and  the  plans 
for  tho  erection  of  the  Young  Wonien's 
Christian  association  building  on  Chat- 
ham street  are  under  way  and  provide 
for  a  bul'ding  costing  about  $300,000.  A. 
H.  Burchfleld  has  let  to  contract  the 
building  of  three  brick  storehouses  in 
Wilkinsburg,  and  C.  B.  Sharpe,  Jr.,  has 
had  plans  drawn  for  the  erection  of  u 
four-story  brick  and  3tone  apartment 
house  in  Edgewood  at  a  cost  of  $60,000.  ; 
Mrs.  M.  S.  Kreuger  has  let  the  contract 
for  the  erection  of  a  three-story  brick 
apartment  house  to  be  built  on  High 
street  at  a  cost  of  $12,000,  and  Charles 
Herler  has  plans  made  tor  the  erection  of 
u  two-stcry  brick  apartment  house  in  the 
same  locality  on  the  North  Side  at  a* 
eost  of  $8,000.  ^ 
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SITTING 


With  the  acquisition  of  a  gymnasium, 
something  the  school  has  never  had,  the 
greatest  step  in  the  furtherance  of  the 
blind's  education  will  have  ben  taken, 
for  physical  training  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  in  educating  the  blind. 
Hitherto  the  work  along  this  line  has 
been  confined  to  calisthenics,  no  appa- 
ratus being  used.  Hand  in  hand  with 
this  work  will  be  the  enlarging  of  the 
Sloyd  or  manual  training,  which  is  also 
of  prime   importance. 

The  school  has  been  thoroughly  graded 
and  systematized  for  the  first  time  in 
its  history  and  up-to-date  methods  have 
been  installed  in  every'  department.  Su- 
perintendent McAloney  is  from  the  hust- 
ling, breezy  West,  the  State  of  Mon- 
tana, where  for  years  he  had  charge  of 
the  State  institutions  for  the  blind,  deaf 
and  feeble-minded,  which  he  brought  to 
a  high  state  of  efficiency.  He  has  had 
23  years'  experience  with  the  blind,  en- 
tering the  profession  as  a  teacher  in  Bel- 
fast, Ireland,  and  is  familiar  with  every 
phase  of  the  work. 

So  rapidly  is  the  institution  growing 
that  the  problem  of  securing  necessary 


room  for  classes  is  assuming  serious 
proportions.  One  after  another  of  the 
parlors,  sitting-rooms  and  quarters  in 
the  big,  roomy  basement  have  been  taken 
for  this  work,  but  still  there  is  a  short- 
age. It  is  hoped,  however,  in  the  near 
future  to  place  the  kindergarten  in  a 
separate  building  and  in  this  manner 
relief  may  be  obtained  for  a  few  years 
at  least. 

Entertainments  Popular. 

During  the  last  few  months  a  new  de- 
parture has  been  inaugurated  to  bring 
the  work  of  the  school  closer  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  public — a  monthly  enter- 
tainment, in  which  the  pupils  give  ex- 
hibitions of  their  work.  These  have 
been  unusually  well  attended,  more  than 
a  thousand  persons  being  present  in  the 
echool  hall  at  the  last  one  given.  Thou- 
sands of  Pittsburgers  have  thus  been 
given  a  comprehensive  idea  of  the  won- 
derful things  being  done  for  the  blind, 
and  have  had  the  delusion  dispelled  that 
the  echool  is  a  dull,  dreary  place  of  con- 
finement on  the  order  of  a  corrective 
institution. 

The  new  gymnasium  will  be  a  beautiful 
building  both  in  exterior  and  interior 
design,  and  will,  moreover,  introduce 
in  this  country  an  absolutely  novel  fea- 
ture, a  floor  half  cement  and  half  hard- 
wood, so  the  pupils  in  playing  games 
can  tell  by  the  feet  when  they  strike 
one  or  the  other.  The  building  is  to 
be  of  buff  brick  with  green  tile  roof 
and  window  balconies  of  ornamental 
iron,  which  give  a  decidedly  artistic 
touch  to  the  architectural  composition. 
There  will  be  an  entrance  at  either  end 
of  the  gymnasium,  one  for  the  boys  and 
the  other  for  the  girls,  and  in  the  base- 
ment a  large,  tiled-lined  swimming  pool 
is  to  be  built.  On  the  first  floor  there 
is  to  be  a  padded  running  track  ten 
feet  above  the  floor  line  and  on  the  floor 
itself  provisions  for  roller  skating.  This 
is  not  now  practiced  at  the  blind  school. 
The  swimming  pool  will  be  40x26  feet. 
The  dimensions  of  the  entire  building 
are  73x45  feet.  In  the  gymnasium  will  be 
installed  all  the  apparatus  necessary  to 
train  and  develop  the  boys  and  girls. 

The    building  is  to   cost  about  thirty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  which  money 
taken  from  the  .John  Forterfield  bequest, 
and   it   is   likely   that   the   building   will 


bear  his  name.  Altogether  the  school 
received  about  forty-seven  thousand 
dollars  from  the  decedent. 

Courses  Are  Comprehensive. 

The  courses  of  instruction  in  the'^Bchool 
consist  of  physical  training,  tnanual 
training  after  the  Sloyd  system,  a  com- 
mercial course,  industrial  work  for  the 
girls,  common  school  and  high  school 
studies,  the  same  as  in  the  public 
schools,  music,  deportment,  etc.    In  fact, 

the     curriculum     is 

most    complete   and 

is  so  designed  as  to 

fit    the   blind    child 

not  only  to  earn  a 

livelihood,     but     to 

hold  his  own,  as  far 

as  possible,  with  his 

seeing  brother. 
Physical    training 

is    placed    first    in 

this  summing  up  as 

it  is  of  the  greatest 

importance  to  chil- 
dren,      who      have 

been        accustomed 

during    a    cramped 

home  life  to  sitting 

in  a  corner  and  be- 
ing   made    helpless 

through  misplaced 
love  and  sympathy  of  parents.  They  never 
make  any  use  of  their  hanas  to  minister 
to  themselves  for  tne  simple  reason  they 
have  never  been  taught,  their  parents 
and  friends  thinking  that  such  effort  is 
useless.  Some  of  the  little  ones  come 
to  the  home  in  Bellefield  so  utterly 
helpless  that  they  cannot  feed  them- 
selves. Their  limp,  lifeless  hands  drop 
by  their  sides  and  their  wan,  thin 
bodies  sink  in  utter  weakness,  while 
their  minds,  never  deevloped  by  ex- 
ercise and  expression,  are  almost  void. 

Pitiful  at  Start. 

The  first  thing,  then,  that  the  child 
must  learn  is  to  use  his  hands,  and  this 
is  effected  in  the  kindergarten  years  by 
the  "table  exercises,"  the  children  sit- 
ting around  a  table  and  moving  their 
fingers  and  hands  in  accordance  with  the 
teacher's  instructions.  Then  they  learn 
to  walk  and  to  march,  for  incredible 
as  it  may  seem,  many  of  these  poor, 
neglected  tots  have  never  learned  this, 
one  of  the  first  achievements  of  child- 
hood. During  the  fourth  year  individual 
instruction  is  given. 


It  is  a  pitiful  and  pathetic  sight  to 
watch  the  teachers  showing  these  chil- 
dren how  to  play.  Scores  of  them  had. 
never  heard  of  such  a  thing  until  they 
came  to  the  school,  but  now  they  romp 
on  the  grounds,  playing  leap  frog  or 
tag,  and,  if  they  feel  so  disposed,  may 
match  their  wits  at  checkers,  round 
checkers  and  square  ones  being  used  on 
grooved  boards  so  they  can  tell  on  which 
Bide  they  are  playing.  Some  of  the  boys 
have  developed  into  athletes,  winning 
laurels  at  putting  the  shot,  racing  on 
the  running  track  and  in  jumping  con- 
tests. Twice  a  day,  if  the  weather  per- 
mits, exercise  for  all  is  taken  in  the  open 
air.  After  several  years  of  this  physical 
training  the  child,  once  weak  and  lifeless, 
blooms  into  a  strong,  active  youth,  erect 
and  ambitious  to  do  something  for  him- 
self. At  present  the  physical  exercises 
are  mostly  calisthenics,  dumb  bell  and 
wand  work,  but  when  the  new  gymnasi- 
um is  built  there  will  be  parallel  bars, 
swings,  springing  horses  and  other  ad- 
vanced apparatus  in  use. 

Manual  Training  Taught. 

In  the  Sloyd  room  the  bojrs  learn  to 
become  familiar  with  tools  and  to  make 
simple    things,    such    as    brackets,    pen 
trays,  boxes,   etc.     At  first  their  hands 
are   so   weak   that    they    cannot   push    a 
plane  or  drive  a  nail  and  in  this  regard 
|th§   strengthening   of   the   hands)    the 
work  is  of  the  utmost  value.     Some  of 
the    advanced   pupils    enter   the   broom- 
making  plant,   where  brooms   are  made 
and  sold,  or  in  the  piano-tuning  depart- 
ment,   where    they    learn    the    trade    of 
piano  tuning.  The  school,  however,  is  not 
a  trade  institution  and  does  not  attempt 
to  teach  trades  as  such. 

It  will  doubtless  come  as  a  surprise 
to  thousands  of  Pittsburgers  to  learn 
that  in  this  unique  school  blind  boys 
and  girls  are  being  fitted  to  take  posi- 
tions in  business  offices.  Stenography 
and  typewriting  are  taught,  and  it  is 
hoped  soon  to  add  courses  for  telephone 
operators  and  salesmen.  Superintendent 
McAloney  says  that  there  is  no  reason 
why  blind  boys  cannot  become  salesmen, 
for  at  least  certain  goods,  and  blind 
'phone  girls  are  actually  now  at  work 
in  New  York  City. 

Learn  on  Curious   Writer. 

The  first  lessons  in  typewriting  are 
learned  on  the  Brailles  typewriter,  a 
curious    machine    with    five    keys,     like 


those  on  a  piano,  and  printing  the  let- 
ters in  the  Braille  alphabet  or  that  in 
general  use  for  teaching  the  blind.  This 
alphabet  consists  of  a  combination  of 
dots,  printed  in  relief  so  that  the  pupil 
can  feel  whether  he  is  correct  in  his 
work.  There  is  a  combination  for  the 
26  letters  of  the  alphabet.  The  pupils 
read  such  print  as  rapidly  and  easily  as 
the  ordinary  man  does  his  newspaper. 
After  becoming  used  to  accurate  work 
the  ordinary  typewriters  are  used. 

Braille,  which  is  the  invention  of  an 
ingenious  Frenchman,  is  also  adapted  to 
mathematics  and  to  music.  By  means 
of  the  "Taylor  octagonal  slit"  a  metal 
sheet,  perforated  with  octagonal  holes, 
into  which  little  square  plugs  are  in- 
serted, any  figure  from  one  to  nine  may 
be  represented.  Each  figure  is  shown 
by  the  way  in  which  the  plug  fits  into  J 
the  eight  corners  of  the  holes.  .Witjjip 
the  last  year  or  so  the  school  has  in- 
stalled its  own  printing  outfit,  which 
enables  it  to  make  the  Braille  cards  and 
maps  for  all  the  pupils.  Maps  are 
printed  out  of  brass  sheets,  the  lines  of 
the  States,  the  cities  and  the  rivers  and 
mountains  being  shown  by  dots  and  lines 
in  relief.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  blind 
obtain  a  more  correct  and  lasting  knowl- 
edge of  direction  and  of  location  of 
cities,  etc.,  than  do  scholars  who  have 
eyesight. 

Geography  is  first  taught  by  means  of 
a  revolving  globe.  One  of  the  excellent 
features  is  the  study  of  local  topography, 
beginning  with  the  layout  of  the  Schen- 
ley  Farms  and  the  streets  of  Bellelield  iu 
the  vicinity  of  the  blind  school. 

For  the  learning  of  natural  science 
manikins  or  toys  of  animals  are  made  use 
of,  for  in  this  branch,  as  in  many  others, 
instruction  is  acquired  through  the  sense 
of  touch.  For  this  reason  the  fine  collec- 
tion of  Carnegie  Museum  is  of  no  use  to 
the  blind  classes,  as  the  rules  of  that  in- 
stitution absolutely  forbid  the  touching 
of  any  of  the  specimens. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  each  child  of  the  school  has  a 
plant,  donated  by  the  florists  of  the  city, 
and  in  the  care  and  study  of  these  the 
children  are  not  only  versed  in  element- 
ary botany  and  nature  study,  but  they 
find  a  perpetual  relight  in  the  work 
apart  from  its  instructive  character. 

Needlework  of  the  Blind. 

Some  of  the  most  useful  and  practical 
work  of  the  school  is  done  in  the  girls' 


industrial  department/  where  sewing, 
crocheting,  braiding,  cutting  from  pat- 
terns and  art  needlework  are  taught.  In 
this  large  room  such  things  as  sheets, 
towels,  tablecloths  and  other  articles  are 
made  for  the  home,  and,  if  the  pupils 
pay.  for  the  material,  they  are  permitted 
to  take  the  finished  work  home  or  sell  it. 


INSTRUCTORS  OF  THE  BLIND. 

The  officers  and  teachers  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the  Blind  are  as 
follows:  President,  H.  Kirke  Porter;  first 
vice  president,  J.  M.  Schoonmaker;  sec- 
ond vice  president,  William  L.  Abott;  sec- 
retary, O,  M.  Edwards;  treasurer,  Charles 
F.  Dean;  Superintendent,  Thomas  S.  Mc- 
Aloney. 

Literary  Department— Miss  Ora  H.  J. 
Harris,  principal;  Miss  Ora  H\  J.  Harris, 
Randolph  R.  Pratt,  Mrs.  Gulbert  de  la 
Mache,  Miss  Hannah  I.  Houston,  Miss  M. 
Edna  Caskey,    Miss  Florence  I.   Griffith. 

Department  of  Music— Gilden  R.  Broad- 
berry,  director;  Gilden  R.  Broadberry, 
pipe  organ,  vocal  and  theory;  Robert  A. 
Morrow,  piano;  Sarah  E.  Taylor,  piano; 
John  Gernert,  violin;  Miss  Jean  Cowan, 
braille, 

Department  of  Industries— J.  M  Richard, 
broom  making;  Miss  Anna  Jacobs,  sewing, 
raffia,  reed  and  bead  work,  etc. ;  V.  I* 
Hamlin,  piano  tuning;  Miss  Florence  L 
Griffith,  sloyd;  Randolph  R.  Pratt,  physical 
director. 

Department  of  Household  Affairs— Miss 
Nannie  B.  Fisher,  matron;  Miss  Louise 
Grimes,  bookkeeper  and  stenographer;  Ran- 
dolph R.  Pratt,  boys'  supervisor;  Mrs.  E. 
Malt  land,  boys'  governess;  Miss  Margaret 
Keefe,  girls'  governess;  Mrs.  M.  N.  Tay- 
lor, assistant  governess.  Dr.  Jaimes  I. 
Johnston,  physician. 


An  important '  feature  of  the  depart- 
ment is  the  teaching  of  bead  work,  one 
of  the  great  industries  of  the  blind,  as 
the  little,  colored  beads  can  be  easily 
strung  on  brass  wires  and  made  into  all 
kinds  of  rare  and  beautiful  conceits,  such 
as  baskets,  sewing  cases,  match  boxes, 
hairpin  receivers  and  what  not.  The  dif- 
.  ferent  colored  beads  are  placed  in  sepa- 
rate boxes  so  no  mistake  occurs  in  pick- 
ing out  the  colors.  Some  of  the  work  in 
sewing  and  crotcheting  is  remarkable  for 
its  evenness  and  artistic  excellence.  In 
fact,  none  better  could  be  made  by  per- 
sons having  full  possession  of  their  eye- 
sight.    The   advanced   pupils   arc    taught 


to  operate  sewing  machines,  self -thread- 
ing needles  being  used.  All  the  girls, 
both  in  the  kindergarten  and  the  other 
grades,  take  the  industrial  training.  The 
bead  work  is  taught  boys  also,  mainly 
for  the  purpose  of  training  the  hands. 

Music  appeals  with,  peculiar  and  touch- 
ing power  to  the  blind,  so  it  is  not  as- 
tonishing to  learn  that  many  of  the 
pupils  develop  into  excellent  singers  and 
players.  It  is.  found  that  they  practice 
much  mere  than  the  ordinary  child  who 
has  his  sight,  which  explains  in  large 
measure  the  blinds*  progress  in  music. 
This  department  is  under  the  direction 
of  Gilden  T.  Broadberry,  director  of  mu- 
sic at  St.  Stephen's  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  "Wilkinsburg,  who  gives  instruc- 
tion in  vocal,  choral,  piano,  violin  and 
the  pipe  organ. 

All  of  the  pupils  take  the  course  in 
vocal  training,  the  seniors,  45  in  number, 
constituting  the  chorus  that  has  don© 
such  excellent  work  at  the  monthly  en- 
tertainments. In  the  piano  department 
there  are  about  one  hundred  and  the  vio- 
lin section  twenty-five. 
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LECTURES  TO  BLltfD  PUPILS 


Professor  Hamerschlag  Tells  of  Ad- 
vantages American  Boys  Have. 

"Other  Bays  and  Girls  Than  Our  Own" 
as  ifce  topic  of  a  lecture  delivered  by 
rofessor  Arthur  A.  Hamerschlag  to  120 
upils  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  In- 
titution  for  the  Blind  and  about  one  bun- 
red  and  eighty  visitors  last  evening.  The 
lecture  was  given  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Holmes-Schenley  Literary  Society, 
omposed  of  pupils  of  the  institution. 

Dr.  Hamerschlag  described  his  recent 
•ip  abroad,  gave  a  brief  sketch  of  the  life 
f  Andrew  Carnegie,  who  has  aided  the 
istitution,  and  said  that  the  American 
oys  and  girls  were  given  many  advan- 
ages  to  help  themselves  onward  and  up- 
rard  in  the  world  which  were  not  given 
oys  of  other  countries.  He  advocated 
lat  American  boys  grasp  the  opportunities; 
or  good  at  their  disposal,  and  that  theW 
become  noble  citizens. 
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SEE  WORK  0FJL1 


Crowds  yesterday  visited  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  School  for  •  the  Blind,  on 
Bellefield  avenue,  taking  advantage  of  the 
special  visitors'  day  that  has  recently  be- 
come a  feature  of  the  school,  and  wit- 
nessing the  work  of  the  children.  Much 
interest  was  taken  in  the  new  memorial 
gymnasium  building,  erected  through  the 
bequest  of  the  late  James  Porterfield,  and 
to  cost  approximately  $35,000.  Superin- 
tendent T.  S.  McAloney  exhibited  a  tire 
drill  by  unexpectedly  giving  the  fire  alarm, 
and  then  witnessed  the  orderly  marching 
out  of  the  123  children  from  their  class- 
rooms, headed  by  their  teachers. 

The  industrial  school  building  has  been 
brought  to  a  high  state  of  perfection,  Mr. 
'McAloney  said,  and  physical  culture 
among  the  students  has  been  developed 
more  than  ever  before,  but  there  remains 
more  to  be  done  in  this  line,  for  blind 
children  need  more  than  ordinary  care  fb 
develop  the  system.  There  is  hope  of 
securing  an  additional  building  on  the 
school  site  for  a  kindergarten  school.  Kin- 
dergarten work  has  already  started,  but 
only  in  a  small  way  in  the  main  building. 
There  are  18  blind  tots  not  much  more 
than  babies  there,  under  the  care  of  capa- 
ble teachers.  An  appropriation  of  at  least 
|50,000  is  needed  for  a  kindergarten  school. 

Superintendent  McAloney  said  that  the 
scope  of  education  is  being  broadened  rap- 
idly, and  all  possible  occupations  by  which 
the  blind  can  be  made  in  part  or  wholly 
self-supporting  are  being  taken  up.  The 
school  is  now  filled  to  capacity,  and  more 
room  could  be  utilized.  The  grounds  are 
ample  for  new  structures. 
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Sightless  Inmates  of  East  End  Insti- 
tution Held  Their  First  Annual 
Athletic  Contest 

In  the  presence  of  a  large  crowd  of  on- 
lookers the  students  In  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Institute  for  the  Blind  held  their 
first  annual  athletic*  tournament  on  the 
campus  of  th<,  institution,  facing  Belle- 
field  avenue. 

The  first  event  was  a  50-yard  dash.  The 
winner  was  H.  Guy  Nlckeson,  6  seconds; 
Samuel  Rowe,  61-5  seconds;  Fred  Block, 
6  2-6  seconds. 

Next  came  a  threee-legged  race,  which 
was  won  by  Sweeley  and  Auen,  who  cov- 
ered the  50  feet  in  9 1-5  seconds,  while 
Guffey  and  Ellenbrock  made  it  In  11 4-5 
seconds. 

The  third  event  was  a  75-yard  dash  as 
follows:  Swoboda,  9  3-5  seconds;  Rowe, 
9  4-5  seconds,  and  Block,  10  seconds. 

The  60-yard  sack  race  was  won  by  Ellen- 
brock,  who  made  the  run  in  13  4-5  seconds. 
The  other  contestants  were:  Auen,  14 
seconds;  Guffey,  16  1-5  seconds,  and  Dree- 
sen,    17  3-5  seconds. 

The  standing  broad  jump  contest  was 
won  by  Doyle,  who  jumped  8  feet  9V& 
inches,  with  Young  second,  with  a  record 
of  8  feet  1  inch,  and  Rowe  third  with  a 
Jump  of  7  feet  1*4  inches. 

The  football  throw  prize  was  awarded 
to  Doyle,  who  made  a  throw  of  109  feet 
and  10  inches;  the  record  of  the  other 
two  contestants  was,  Upton  109  feet  and 
Rowe  93  feet  11^  Inches. 

R.  R.  Pratt  was  the  starter,  while  Sup- 
erintendent T.  S.  McAloney  and  H.  J. 
Haber  acted  as  timers  and  D.  J.  Newcom- 
er and  W.  A.  Mayer  officiated  as  the 
judges. 

Considerable  interest  was  taXf*n  in  the 
races  and  many  of  the  teachers  and  in- 
structors made  wagers  of  boxes  of  con- 
fectionery on  their  respective  favorites. 
The  contestants  in  the  various  events  en- 
tered into  the  races  with  the  same  spirit 
and  earnestness  as  tho»gh  they  were  ii 
full  possession  of  their  eyesight. 

The  remainder  of  the  events  and  th< 
winners  follow: 

Standing     high     jump — Derricutt,     A\ 
inches;    Doyle,      40      inches;    Rowe. 
inches. 

12-pound  shot  put — Doyle,  24  fee 
10 Va  inches;  Derricutt,  24  feet  3  inches 
Upton,    24   feet   2   inches. 

Three  standing  jump — Doyle,  25  fe< 
4  inches;  Rowe,  24  feet  0  inches;  Des 
22    feet    7    inches. 

Running    broad    jump— Derricutt, 
feet  11  inches;  Upton,  12  feet  5  inchej 
Doyle,    12    feet.  4   inches. 
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BLIND  STUDENTS 
GOT  SIXTH  PLACE 

R9cords'  from  the  16  schools  for  the 
blirflr'in  various  states,  which  competed 
in  the  national  track  and  field  contest  re- 
cently, have  been  received  by  Superin- 
tendent T.  S.  McAloney,  of  the  "Western 
Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
Bellefield  avenue.  The  local  institution 
took  sixth  place  and  was  first  in  the 
junior  three-legged  race.  The  blind  pupils 
at  Jacksonville,  111.,  won  first  place  and 
proved  easy  victors.  The  school  at  Louis- 
ville. Ky.,  ranked  second;  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  at 
Overbrook,  Pa.,  third;  Batavia,  N.  Y., 
fourth;  Columbus,  O.,  fifth;  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
sixth;  Vinton,  Io.,  seventh;  Jamesville, 
Wis.     eighth. 

Sweely  and  Auen,  blind  pupils  at  the 
local  school,  who  won  the  three-legged 
race,  ranking  first  among  the  16  schools, 
ran  50  years  in  9  1-5  seconds.  In  the  foot- 
ball throwing  contest  the  local  students 
won  third  place,  throwing  the  ball  109 
feet  10  inches.  Louisville  ranked  first 
with  113  feet. 

In  the  50-yard  dash  the  local  pupils  were 
fourth  in  six  seconds.  At  the  next  an- 
nual meeting  the  local  pupils  plan  to  cap- 
ture more  events.  R.  R.  Pratt,  the 
physical  instructor   had  charge. 


The  mana lament  of  the  Western  rem 
VyfQii^at  Institution  for  the  Blind  has 
issued  invitations  for  the  first  annua]  con- 
cert of  the  institution  next  Thursday 
evening.  Admission  cards  may  be  obtained 
by  applying  to  the  superintendent.  A 


railLD'S  RECORDS  MADE 

ON  ATHLETIC  FIELD 
BI  BLIND  ATHLETES 



Pittsburg    Institution    Develops 

Sturdy  Eunners  and  Jumpers 

From  Among  Student  Body, 


EEGISTER  EXCELLENT  TIME 


Three  world's  records  for  blind  students 
were  broken  yesterday  at  the  field  day 
exercises  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind  on  the  grounds  at 
Bayard  and  BelTeneld  aventlW." — Merrill 
Doyle  of  Wheatland,  Pa.,  with  28  points, 
carried  off  the  senior  honors  and  will  re- 
ceive a  gold  medal.  Orlando  Young  of 
Pittsburg,  with  12  points^  won  the  second 
prize — a  silver  medal.  For  the  juniors 
Amasa  Carr  of  Johnstown  led  the  other 
contestans,  having  14^  points  to  his 
credit.  He  will  be  presented  with  a  silver 
medal. 

As  the  blind  athletes  marched  on  the 
field  they  were  greeted  with  a  college  yell, 
which  in  volume  and  unison  of  sound 
would  do  credit  to  the  rooters  of  some  of 
the  large  colleges  of  the  country. 

The  first  event,  a  75-yard  dash,  was  won 
by  Frederick  Block  of  Johnstown  in  the 
remarkable  time  of  9  seconds.  Samuel  G. 
Kowe  of  Pittsburg  and  Harold  G.  Xickeson 
of  Washington  were  tied  for  second  place 
with  a  time  of  9.2  seconds. 

Block  won  the  50-yard  dash  in  6  seconds, 
with  Block  and  Doyle  tied  for  second  place, 
time  of  6.1  seconds. 

Harlowe  Ellerbrock  of  Sharpsburg  estab- 
lished a  new  record  in  the  50-yard  sack 
race,  going  the  distance  in  12.4  seconds,  the 
previous  world's  record  being  13.8  seconds. 

Raymond  W.  Allgier  of  Glen  Hazel,  fpa., 
and  Amasa  Carr  of  Johnstown  in  the  50- 
yard  three-legged  race  reduced  the  world's 


record  of  blind  students  2-5  of  a  second. 
They  covered  the  ground  in  8  4-5  seconds. 

Earl  Upton  of  Pittsburg  was  given  a 
lusty  cheer  when  he  won  the  football 
throw.  He  shot  the  oval  a  distance  of 
116  feet  4  inches  and  again  equaled  the 
feat  by  making  a  throw  of  the  same  dis- 
tance. The  previous  world's  record  of 
blind  athletes  has  stood  at  113  feet  8 
inches.  * 

Doyle  won  the  broad  jump,  distance  9 
feet  1  inch.  Upton  in  the  shot  putting 
event  sent  the  ball  24  feet  4  inches.  Carr 
won  the  50-yard  dash  in  7  seconds  and  the 
75-yard  dash  in  9.1  seconds.  Doyle  won 
the  standing  jump  contest  and  Young  the 
running  broad  jump. 

The  officials  were  T.  S.  McAloney,  super- 
intendent of  the  institution;  J.  H.  Mc- 
Alarney,  Henry  J.  Haber  and  R.  R.  Pratt. 

The  prizes  will  be  presented  at  the  clos- 
ing exercises  Tuesday  evening  at  the  in- 
stitution. An  interesting  program  has 
been  arranged,  many  musical  selections 
and  a  scene  from  "Hamlet"  to  be  acted, 
by  the  students  being  a  part.  An  address 
will  be  made  by  Rev.  J.  T.  McCrory  and 
the  diplomas  will  be  presented  by  Colonel 
J.  M-  Schoonmaker,  who  with  William  L. 
Abbott  and  Charles  L.  Taylor  were  the 
donors   of  the   medals.     • 
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fLIND  STUDENTS';JG00D  WORK 
hree   Sightless   Young  Women   Re 
ceive   Diplomas  at  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution. 

''"It;  was  demonstrated  yesterday  at  th 
jonlmencement  exercises  of  the  Wester 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind 
hat  although  the  students  are  blind,  thej 
iave  ability  to  do  most  of  the  thing; 
hat  keen  eyed  men  and  women  do.  Thre 
raduates  received  diplomas  of  the  in 
ustrial  department,  the  honor  student 
f  the  class  being  Marie  Constance  Rotr, 

{[artha   Washington   Norris   and    Marth; 
ates.    *** 
Miss    Roth    played    Lemaigre's    March 
olenelle  in  G  flat  on  the  organ.  The  in 
vocation  was  pronounced  by  the  Rev.   J 
Kinsey  Smith,  musical  numbers  by  mem 
bers    of   the   violin    and    piano    class    fol- 
lowing.   The    address    was    made    by    the 
Rev.   Dr.  J.   T.   McCrory.   At  the  close  of 
the    exercises    samples    of    the    student.-, 
work   In  .plain   and   fancy   sewing,   dress 
making,  typewriting  and  penmanship  aril 
\arious  branches  of  industrial  work 
shown. 
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By  Hartley  M.  Phelps. 

t}    the    kindergarten 
-■ol  for  the  blind 
.    veritable    revelation 
to    the    layman    in    what 
•:omplished   in  the   educa- 
tion of  little  children  suffering  from 
one  of  the   most  terrible  handicaps 
nature  imposes.    The  Western  Penn- 
sylvania   Institution    for    the    Blind 
Kindergarten,      in      Bellefteld,      has 
about  30  pupils  under  the  care  and 
instruction   of   Miss   Violet   Sanford, 
a  graduate  of  the  local  kindergarten 
college.      These    youngsters,    almost 
equally    divided    as    to    sexes,    are 
about  as   lively  and   mischievious   a 
lot    as    one    could    find    in    a    day's 
travel. 


Surprising  as  it  may  seem  a  kin- 
dergarten for  the  blind  radiates  joy 
and  good  fellowship.  There  is  no 
such  dismal  picture  as  many  sup- 
pose of  poor,  helpless  tots  sitting 
around,  their  features  never  break- 
ing into  a  smile  and  performing 
their  tasks  in  a  pathetic,  mechani- 
cal manner.  These  children  take 
as  much  interest  in  their  lessons  and 
are  as  ambitious  to  learn  as  any  of 
their  seeing  brethren  in  the  public 
schools. 

It  is  a  real  pleasure  to  witness  the 
joy  and  abandon  they  display  in 
the  mastering  of  the  picturesque 
games  and  plays  that  form  so  im- 
portant a  part  i>f  the  kindergarten 
course.  Stories,  too,  are  told  by 
Miss  Sanford,  and  these  are  a  never 
ending  source  of  delight  to  the  chil- 
dren. All  this  may  soem  trivial  and 
foolish  to  the  observer  and  he  or 
she  may  come  away  with  the  con- 
viction that  the  boys  and  girls  sim- 
ply put  their  time  in  at  childish 
play  and  are  not  learning  what  is 
useful  and  what  will  help  them  in 
after-life.  Such  ideas  quickly  fade 
when  one  learns  the  import  of  these 
plays  and  stories.  ' 
MUST  KNOW  FROEBEL'S  PLAN 

In  order  to  understand  why  "Little 
Boy  Blue,"  "Jack  Horner",  "Here  I 
Bake  and  Here  I  Brew"  are  played, 
it.  is  absolutely  essential  to  under- 
stand the  fundamental  principles  of 
Friedrich  Froebel's  scheme  of  child 
education:  otherwise  al!  is  vague 
and  largely   meaningless. 

The  illustrious  German  recog- 
nized the  importance  to  the  child 
of  play,  his  "chief  employment"  and 
his  aim  was  to  so  organize  this  play 
draw  out  the  child's  capacities 
eling  and  thinking  and  even  of 
inventing  and  creating. 

By  means  of  these  plays  and 
games  the  little  ones  are  taught  the 
truths  of  every  day  life  and  of  nat- 
ural science.  Thus  the  rhyme, 
"When.  I  was  a  Shoemaker,"  which 
the  children  recite  and  act  teaches 
of  the  act&yitiefi  of  the  work-a-day 
world  while  the  story  of  "Little  Boy 
Bine"  suggests  to  the  child  the  evil 
effects  of  slothful  neglect  of  duty. 
Likewise  the  rhyme  of  "Jack  Horn- 
er" la  representative  of  that  large 
class  of  persons  who,  reaping  the 
advantage  of  deed  not  their  own, 
plume  themselves  on  their  fancied 
achievement.  Moral  truths  are 
drawn  from  many  plays  and  games. 


Of  course  the  child  is  not  conscious 
of  these  high  aims,  but  the  truths 
and  knowledge  are  driven  home 
nevertheless. 

One  of  the  most  popular  plays 
of  the  blind  kindergarten  is  the  one 
in  which  a  pupil  selects  other  pupils 
to  he  flowers,  naming  this  one  as 
a  rose,  this  one  as  a  pansy,  etc 
Then  the  motions  of  planting,  trim- 
ming: watering  and  other  acts  in 
plant  culture  are  gone  through,  the 
child  thus  learning  how  plants  and 
flowers  are  cared  for.  The  plays 
relating  to  natural  history  are  par- 
ticularly popular  with  the  little 
Mind  ones.  • 
TEACHER  HAS  NO  SINECURE. 

The"  work  of  a  kindergarten  teach- 
er in  a  school  for  the  blind  is  no 
sinecure  On  the  contrary  it  is 
doubly  difficult  as  compared  with 
similar  work  in  a  seeing  school. 
The  blind  children,  never  having 
been  taught  to  do  for  themselves  at 
home,  but,  through  misplaced  sym- 
pathy being  waited  on  hand  and  foot, 
ccme  to  the  school  utterly  helpless, 
some  of  them  not  being  able  to 
handle  a  s-poon  or  dress  themselves, 
although  they  are  10  or  12  years  of 
age. 

It  is  thus  plain  the  first  task  of 
the  kindergarten  teacher  is  to  de- 
velop the  weak,  helpless  bodies  and 
strengthen  the  wan,  drooping  hands. 
To  do  this  the  first  lesson  is  given, 
that  of  stringing  large  wooden  beads 
on  wire.  Different  shapes  of  beads 
are   used   and   the  child   must  ex@r* 

oe  intelligence  to  string  them  cor- 
rectly. After  this  has  been  master- 
ed small,  glass  beads  are  used.  Be- 
sides exercising  the  hands  and  stim- 
ulating the  dormant  mind  these  les- 
sons tench-  the  necessity  of  care. 
Carelessness  is  one  of  the  failings 
of  the  blind  and  naturally  so,  for 
not  having  been  taught  to  do  an} - 
thing  they  become  indifferent 
they  have  no  wav  of  distinguishing 
colors  the  various  shades  of  beads 
must  be  placed  in  separate  compart- 
ments of  a  tray  or  box. 

Just  as  the  stringing  of  beads 
teaches  care  the  folding  of  paper 
es  truth  and  exactitude.  The 
folds  must  be  correct  or  the  * 
is  not  neat  t0  make  paper  benches 
requires  much  skill.  The  cer 
ness  of  the  work  is  attested  by  tht 
touch. 


The  little  ones  find  the  greatest 
pleasure  in  these  exercises  and  are 
often  impatient,  for  them  to  begin. 
Their  interest  is  aroused  in  the 
work,  and  this  if  one  ot  the  very 
first  things  the  teacher  does.  Froebel 
says  the'function  of  education  is  to 
develop  the  faculties  by  arousing  ac- 
tivity and  that  only  through  this  do 
men  learn.  This  is  what  is  done 
in  the  kindergarten,  there  not  being 
the  hard  and  fast  rule  of  requiring 
«very  child,  no  matter  what  his  ap- 
titudes and  tastes,  to  take  the  same 
course  or  do  everything  the  same 
way. 

The  social  principle  is  strong  in 
the  kindergarten  and  it  is  not  too- 
much  to  say  that  this  commingling 
of  different  natures  and  the  knowl- 
edge gained  therefrom  is  one  'of  the 
most  valuable  results  of  kinder- 
garten training.    « 

aory  exercises  are  part  of  the 
course  in  the  kindergarten,  for  the 
blind  children  have  poor  memories 
as  a  rule.  Never  having  been  taught 
to  do  anything  or  to  learn  anything 
at  heme  their  memories  have  been 
undeveloped.  In  the  school  articles 
are  laid  down  and  after  an  hour 
elapses  the  children  are  required  to 
find  them. 

There  is  no  corporal  punishmest, 
In  fact  love  is  the  law  of  the  blind 
kindergarten  and  the  constant  aim 
is  to  divert,  not  punish.  The  blind 
child  is  a  particularly  sensitive  crea- 
ture and  his  feelings  must  be  deli- 
cately handled. 

It  has  been  truly  said  that  "Kin- 
dergarten training  seems  a  beautiful 
idyl;  its  work  is  all  play  and  its 
play  is  an  unending  discipline  of 
mind  and  body,  tempered  with  a 
reverence  for  the  limitations  and 
rights  of  the  delicate  and  impres- 
sionable baby  body  and  mind.  j 
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THE  new  gymnasium  recently  erected 
at  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind  will  be  formally 
opened  and  dedicated  next  Tuesday  after- 
noon.   Exercises  will  be  held  in  the  chapel 
in  the  main  building,  Bellefield  avenue,  at 
3  o'clock,  when  a  number  of  men  promi- 
nent in  institutions  for  the  blind  in  other 
parts   of  the  country   will   speak.     These 
will  include  Mr.  E.  E.  Allen,  superintend- 
ent of  the  Perkins  Institution  at  Boston, 
the  oldest  in  the  United  States ;  Mr.   O. 
H.    Burritt,   superintendent  of  the   Over- 
brook  Institution,  near  Philadelphia,  and 
perhaps  Mr.  J.  F.  Bledsoe,  of  the  Balti- 
more school,   and  Mr.   E.   E.   Van   Cleve, 
of   Columbus,    O.      Mr.    Francis    J.    Tor- 
rance,   President   of   the    State    Board   of 
Charities ;  Mayor  George  W.  Guthrie,  Dr. 
John   A.    Brashear,    Dr.     A.    A.    Ilamer- 
schlag,  Chancellor  S.  B.  McCormick,  Mr. 
Henry    K.    Porter    and    Colonel    J.    M. 
Schoonmaker  will  also  be  heard.     Music 
by  pupils  at  the  institution  will  be  a  part 
of   the  program,    which   will   be   followed 
by   a   reception   in   the    gymnasium,   and, 
weather  permitting,  by  out-door  athletics 
and  a  swimming  and  racing  contest  in  the 
new    building.      The    gymnasium,     to    be 
known   as   the    Porterfield     Memorial,    is 
erected   with    the   money   donated    to    the 
institution   by  the   late  John   Porterfield, 
and    furnishes    a    long    desired    and    very 
necessary    department,    for    many   of  the 
children  come  to  the  institution  with  bod- 
ies undeveloped  and  lacking  stamina  and 
vigor,  and  so  unable  successfully  to  carry 
on  their  studies.      It   was  only   last  year 
that  Superintendent  Thomas  S.  McAloney 
was  able  to  introduce  physical  culture  ex- 
ercises into  the  class  rooms  of  the  primary 
and     intermediate     grades,     but    already 
marked  benefits  are  resulting.     Last  fall 
the   first   athletic   contest   was   held,   and 
in  the  contests  held  simultaneously  at  16 
institutions  for   the  blind   throughout   the 
United    States,     the    boys    at    Bellefield, 
with    only    a   few    weeks'    training,    came 
out  sixth.     The  new  gymnasium,  equipped 
with    a   swimming    pool,    race    track   and 
all   apparatus    for   physical   training,   the 
latter     donated      by     Mr.      William      S. 
Abbott,     Mr.     O.     A.     Childs     and     Mr. 
H.     J.     Haber     is     the     handsomest     of 
the    kind    in   the    State.      The   swimming 
pool,    which    is    in    the    basement    of    the 
building,  is  40  by  24  feet  and  from  two 
and  a  half  to  seven  feet  in  depth.     The 
shower  baths,  dressing  rooms  and  lockers 
for  boys  and  girls  are  also  in  the  base- 
ment.    A   roller  skating   rink  of  cement, 
curved  at  the  outer  edge  to  guide  the  skat- 
ers, encircles  the  main  part  of  the  gym- 


nasium  ;  the  running-  track  is  in  the  gal- 
lery  above,   affording  a   convenient  place 
from   which   to   view   the  contests   in   the 
main  part  of  the  building.     The  boys'  en- 
trance to  the  gymnasium  opens  into  the 
athletic   field,   which   makes   it   very   con- 
venient for  them  to  use  the  shower  baths 
and   plunge   after   exercises   in   the  open. 
With  the  long  desired  gymnasium  now  a 
reality  the  institution  hopes  in   the  near 
future    to    have    a    separate    building   for 
the   kindergarten    work.      The    kindergar- 
ten class,  established  last  year,  has  grown 
so  rapidly  that  it  is  necessary  to  take  the 
large  chorus  room  on  the  second  floor  for 
its  use.     Because  so  few  of  us -realize  the 
magnitude    of   the     affliction     of   a     blind 
child  among  the  poorer  classes  and  under 
what    disadvantages    he    labors    compared 
with  the  seeing  child  ;  because  he  is  fre- 
quently surrounded   by    influences    which 
stunt  and   dwarf  him  both  mentally  and 
physically ;   because  he  leads  an   aimless, 
neglected  life ;  because  he  does  not  know 
how  to  play  and  romp  like  other  children, 
and     his    little     hands     are     helpless     to 
do     anything     useful,     and     because     the 
natural     pleasures     of     life     are     an    un- 
known    quantity     to    him,     the     authori- 
ties   of    the    Bellefield    school    are    bend- 
ing every  energy  toward  the  establishment 
of  this  new  department,  where  the  hands 
of  the  children  may  be  trained  and  their 
minds     awakened     and     brightened     and 
where  both  mind  and  body  will  be  filled 
with  energy,  activity  and  enthusiasm.     A 
separate  building  capable  of  accommodat- 
ing thirty  or  forty  pupils  is  a  necessity. 
It  should  have  a  complete  domestic  and 
educational  equipment  so  that  a  different 
daily  program  could  be  put  into  effect  and 
a  different  diet  prescribed.     The  younger 
ones  then  would  not  be  required  to  asso- 
ciate with  the  older  pupils.     The  Perkins 
Institution  has  a  magnificent  kindergarten 
building,  which  was  a  gift  from  the  peo- 
ple  of    Boston.      O  verb  rook    also    has   a 
handsome  kindergarten  building,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  time  is  near  at  hand  when 
the  blind  children  in  this  section  of  the 
State  may  enjoy  equal  privileges. 
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Tub  Pittsburg  School  For  The 
Blind. 


It  was  the  pleasant  fortune  of  the 
writer,  on  his  was  to  the  meeting  of 
the  Association  of  Instructors  of  the 
Blind  {tt  Indianapolis  in  July,  to  en- 
joy for  a  day  the  delightful  hospi- 
tality of  Supt  T  S.  McAloney  of  the 
Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Blind 
at  Pittsburg.  I  had  very  recently 
read  the  fine  report  of  the  progress 
and  aspirations  of  his  excellent 
school,  and  was  anxious  to  be  a  little 
better  acquainted  with  him  and  his 
environment. 

They  had  for  some  time  been  push- 
ing the  idea  of  physical  training  of 
their  pupils,  but  I  had  no  notion  of 
the  importance  the  management 
were  attaching  to  it  till  I  saw  for  my- 
self the  foundation  they  are  laying 
for  what  will  be  doubtless  the  best 
equipped  gymnasium  in  this  country. 
They  have  applied  a  very  handsome 
bequest  to  that  use,  and  it  promises 
to  sfive  very  fine  results.  This  mat- 
ter of  bequests  will  tell  increasingly 
on  the  prospects  of  the  blind  in  this 
country.  There  is  scarcely  anything 
that  may  not  be  expected  from  that 
source.  The  schools  located  in  large 
centres  of  business  and  population 
will  reap  great  benefit  from  the  tes- 
tamentary disp<  Sitionis  of  the  wsalthy 
who  are  more  and, more  coming  to 
regard  the  training  school  for  the 
sightless  as  proper  objects  of  their 
bounty 


The  utmost  attention  is  given  to 
sanitation  which  is  performed  under 
contract  by  a  firm  in  the  city,  and  is 
as  regularly  attended  to  as  any  other 
important  concern  of  the  institution. 

The  object  of  these  occasional 
reviews  of  reports  of  other  schools  is 
and  has  always  been  to  afford  our 
own  people  an  opportunity  of  con- 
tracting the  home  methods  of  doing 
tins  work  for  the  deaf  and  the  blind 
of  the  State  with  that  pursued  in 
other  States.  The  Pittsburg  School 
is  situated  in  the  most  chaiiniug  part 
of  the  residential  portion  of  the  city. 
Within  two  blocks  of  the  splendid 
Carnegie  foundations,  it  is  in  full 
view  of  the  site  of  the  Pittsburg 
U university  which  will  crown  the 
neighboring  hills  with  the  handsom- 
est display  of  architectural  elegance 
that  can  be  found  in  the  city.  Ample 
grounds  surround  the  building,  and 
they  are  in  the  very  perfection  of 
order  and  perfect  propriety.  Here 
there  is  but  little  incentive  to  im- 
prove, and  nothing  to  emulate.  The 
taste  of  the  community  does  not  de- 
maud  anything  better  than  we  have, 
i.n  I  the  consequence  is  that  the  visit- 
or sees  the  sharpness  of  the  contrast 
in  all  its  force. 

1  should  fail  of  my  duty  if  I  did 
not  mention  the  delightful  entertain- 
ment we  enjoyed  while  there  in 
Pittsburg.  My  daughter  who  ac- 
compuied  me  shares  with  me  the 
grateful  sense  of  the  hospitable  kind- 
ness of  Mrs.  McAloney  and  the  in- 
teresting family  of  little  ones.  The 
Board  of  Control  is  beginning  to 
realize  that  they  have  made  no  mis- 
take in  the  selection  of  an  executive 
officer  for  their  tine  school.  He  has 
the  full  support  of  the  board  and  of 
his  entire  staff. 


The  office  arraneremen's  of  Mr. 
MeAlouey  are  fine,  evidently  devised 
by  some  painstaking-  individual  for 
the  highest  convenience  and  most 
practical  service.  -There  is  a  large 
cabinet  with  receptacles  for  papers 
and  cards  which  enables  the  su- 
perintendent to  come  instantly  at  the 
facts  concerning  any  pupil,  or  any 
business  transaction  that  may  be  the 
subject  of  inquiry  .  He  has  complete 
flies  of  documents,  carefully  ar- 
ranged, so  that  they  are  always  ready 
for  any  draft  on  their  resources.  He 
is  much  about  the  office,  and  his 
front  office  ahvay  has  a  represent- 
ative of  the  superintendent  present 
in  the  p  rsou  of  his  accomplished 
clerk,  Miss  Grrimes of  Keyser,  W.  Va. 

The  lockers  provided  for  the  pupils 
afford  convenient  places  for  the  care 
and  storage  of  their  personal  be- 
longings, so  that  all  confusion  of 
property  and  loss  by  individuals  is 
rarely  experienced  by  any. 

Hat  lis  and  closets  are  provided  at 
suitable  places,  and  at  the  four  corn 
ers  of  the  handsome  building  dis- 
posed in  the  form  of  a  hallow  square 
at  the  augles  of  the  great  hall  or 
corridor  which  runs  all  round  the 
building,  there  are  fireproof  stair- 
ways that  afford  the  most  abundant 
.•'iid  apparently  the  most  effective 
security  against  disaster,  if  a  fire; 
should  occurr 
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H  El  FOR  BLIND 
ATHLETES  WILL  BE 
OFffDJOMM 

Porterfield  Memorial  at  Bellefield 

Avenue  Institution  Is 

Completed. 


MOST  MODEKN  EQUIPMENT 


Tomorrow  will  be  a  gala  day  at  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  for  the  new  $10,000  Torteriield  Me- 
morial Gymnasium  is  to  be  thrown  open 
to  the  pupils  and  for  the  inspection  of  the 
friends  of  the  school.  The  gym  has  been 
looked  forward  to  by  the  pupils,  especially 
the  athletes,  since  it  was  started  last 
June,  and,  with  the  most  modern  and  up- 
to-date  equipment,  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
school  athletes — who,  by  the  way,  have 
some  startling  records,  even  for  those 
blessed  with  good  sight — can  hardly  be  re- 
pressed. 

The  gym  is  built  on  the  institution's 
grounds  at  the  rear  of  the  main  building. 
It  has  a  good-sized  swimming  pool  in  the 
basement,  with  a  depth  of  from  3y2  to  7 
feet.  Springboards  for  diving  and  all 
aquatic  outfits  are  provided,  while  on  the 
main  lioor  is  the  exercise  surface,  with 
the  jumping  and  vaulting  bars,  ladders  of 
all  descriptions,  chest  weights,  dumbbells, 
horse-balance  beams,  parallel  and  horizon- 
tal bars,  and  the  latest  apparatus  for 
physical  development.  Skirting  the  exer- 
cise floor  there  is  a  composition  roller 
skating  surface.  This  is  about  seven  feet 
wide.  The  wood  surface  floor  acts  as  a 
guide  for  the  skating  students  on  one  side, 
while  a  slight  incline  on  the  outer  edge 
serves  in  the  same  capacity. 


Special  Exercises  Planned. 

In  a  gallery  is  the  running  track,  and 
this  gallery  may  be  used  for  spectators  at 
public  exhibitions  and  drills  on  the  sur- 
face floor.  The  opening  will  be  attended 
•with  exercises,  beginning  at  3  o'clock. 
Assembling  in  the  chapel,  this  program 
will  be  carried  out: 

Organ,     Offertory    in    F Lefebure-Wely 

Jennie  Snyder. 

Invocation Chancellor    S.     B.     McCormick    of 

the   University  of  Pittsburg. 

Address H.    Kirke    Porter,    president   board 

of   directors. 
Chorus,    "Unfold,    Unfold  ye  Portals,"   from 

"Redemption"     Gounod 

Address Mayor    George   "W.    Guthrie 

Address Oliver  Howard  Burritt,  M.   A.,  su- 
perintendent Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  Philadelphia. 

Address Francis  J.   Torrance,  president  State 

Board  Public  Charities. 

Chorus,    "The   Rosary"    Nevin 

Institution  Chorus. 

Address John   A.    Brashear 

Address Edward   E.    Allen,    M.    A.,   director 

Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Boston. 

Address Arthur    A.     Hamerschlag,    director 

Carnegie   Tech    Schools. 

Organ,   March   Pontificale   in   D Lemmena 

Guy  Nickeson. 

Contribute   to  Completion. 

The  speeches  are  to  be  not  longer  than 
five  minutes,  so  the  program  will  not  be 
prolonged,  and  at  its  conclusion  the  guests 
and  pupils  will  repair  to  the  new  gym- 
nasium. Classes  will  be  formed  for  drills 
and  the  Bwimming  pool  will  be  opened. 
The  guests  will  then  attend  a  reception  in 
the  parlors  of  the  institution. 

Beside  the  new  gymnasium  building 
other  gifts  have  been  made  to  the  insti- 
tution in  the  way  of  completing  the  new 
addition.  The  equipment,  which  is  so 
complete,  was  presented  by  William  L. 
Abbot,  Otis  H.  Childs  and  Henry  J. 
Haber,  while  Janssen  &  Abbot,  the 
architects  of  the  building,  presented  two 
massive  tile  jardinieres,  which  are  placed 
at  either  side  of  the  entrance,  in  a  place 
that  had  been  designed  for  them. 


THE    PITTSBURGH     GAZETTE    TIMES, 
MONDAY,     OCTOBER    26,     1908. 


GYMNASIUM  FOR  BLIND 
IS  READY  FOR  ACTION 


Porterfield     Memorial     at    the 

Bellefield  Institution  to  Be 

Opened  Tomorrow. 


One  of  the  finest  gymnasiums  in  the 
state  will  be  opened  to  the  inspection  of 
the  public  tomorrow  afternoon,  when  the 
dedication  of  the  Porterfield  Memorial 
gymnasium  will  be  held  at  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  at 
Bellefield. 

The  exercises  will  open  with  an  organ 
offertorie  in  F,  by  Miss  Jennie  Snyder. 
Chancellor  Samuel  B.  McCormick  of  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh  will  deliver  the 
invocation  and  addresses  will  be  deliv- 
ered by  H.  Kirke  Porter,  president  of  the 
beard  of  directors  of  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind; 
Mayor  Guthrie;  O.  H.  Burritt,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  Philadelphia;  Francis  J. 
Torrance,  president  of  the  state  board  of 
charities;  Dr.  John  A.  Brashear,  Edward 
E.  Allen,  director  of  Perkins'  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  Boston,  and  Prof.  Arthur 
A.  Hamerschlag  of  the  Carnegie  Tech- 
nical schools.  Two  choruses'will  be  given 
by  the  children  and  the  exercises  will 
conclude  with  an  organ  solo  by  Guy 
Nickerson. 

The    gymnasium    is    equipped    with    all 

the    modern    improvements.    They   consist 

of   chest    weights,    a    triplicate    wall    ma- 

i  chine,  horizontal  wrist  roll,  balance  beam, 

i  horizontal     and    vaulting     bars,     parallel 

!  bars,     vaulting     horse,     jumping     boards 

i  to     use    with    parallel    bars    and     horse, 

|  mats,   flying  rings,   giant   stride,   horizon- 

I  tal   window  ladder,   climbing  ropes,    hori- 

j  zontal  ladder,  rowing  attachments,   wand 

j  rack    Indian    clubs    and    dumbbells.    The 

equipment  of  the  gymnasium  was  donated 

by  William  L.  Abbott,  Otis  H.  Childs  and 

|  Henry  J.   Miller. 

;  The  architects  of  the  gymnasium  are 
Franklin  Abbott  and  Benno  Janssen. 
They  have  taken  more  than  a  special  in- 
terest in  the  construction  of  the  build- 
ing, with  the  result  that  it  is  one  of  the 
finest    of    its    kind    in    the    state. 


Interior  and  Exterior  Views  of  the 
New  Building. 
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WILL  BE  OPENED 

imnrrnw  the  new  540,000  gymnasium  r.t 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institute  for 
the  Blind  will  be  thrown  open  to  the 
pupils  and  for  the  inspection  of  the 
friends  of  the  school.  It  is  thoroughly  y 
up  to  date  in  every  respect  and  will  con- 
tain, in  addition  to  the  regulation  appa- 
ratus, a  swimming  pool  and  roller  skating  t 
surface. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  children 
who  will  use  this  gymnasium  are  blind, 
they  are  anxiously  awaiting  a  chance  to  ' 
avail  themselves  of  its  privileges,  and 
many  obstacles  deemed  insurmountable 
by  persons  blessed  with  sight  are  over- 
come with  ease  by  the  sightless  chil- 
dren 
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HID  BLIND  WORKERS 
TTKEETTHEfflSELVES 
BY  PRDFITH.BLE  LABOR 


Trade    Shops    Assured    for 
ytJrer  Six  Hundred  Sight- 
less Ones  of  County. 


WOMAN    OFFEES    PLACE 


The  establishment  of  an  industrial  school 
for  the  blind  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  to 
make  them  self-sustaining  by  the  teaching 
of  trades,  now  appears  to  be  assured.  The 
movement  begun  several  months  ago  in  a 
small  way  has  now  assumed  large  propor- 
tions, and  those  behind  it  are  enthusiastic 
over  the  prospects  that  within  a  few 
months  an  industrial  school,  that  will  com- 
pare favorably  with  those  for  the  blind  in 
New  York  and  Boston,  will  be  in  full 
operation. 

It  is  anticipated  that  when  the  school 
opens  employment  will  be  given  to  several 
hundred  of  the  unfortunates  who  desire  to 
earn  their  own  living.  The  plans  for 
opening  the  school  have  reached  the  stage 
where  a  building  has  been  promised  for  its 
use.  It  is  a  three-story  brick  structure  on 
Neville  street,  a  few  blocks  east  of  Fifth 
avenue.  It  has  been  tendered  by  a  wealthy 
East  End  woman  who,  for  the  time  being, 
wishes  her  philanthropy  concealed,  or 
until  such  time  as  the  members  of  the 
women's  clubs  who  begun  the  movement 
organize  into  an  association  that  will  have 
the  entire  matter  in  charge,  outside  of  the 
immediate  management  of  the  new  insti- 
tution. 

Census   of  Blind. 

The  census  of  the  blind  residents  of  the 
county  is  nearing  completion,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  there  will  be  a  large  total, 
over  600,  actually  dependent  on  the  list, 
when    it'   is    completed.      A    majority    of 


these  are  dependent  upon  friends  and 
relatives.  Others  resort  to  begging  for  the 
necessaries  of  life.  There  are  very  few 
who  will  not  prove  self-sustaining  if  given 
opportunities  to  learn  some  light  trade, 
and  so  far  not  one  of  them  has  failed  to 
express  his  or  her  self  greatly  pleased  at 
the  opportunity  that  will  soon  be  offered 
them.  , 

Thomas  S.  McAloney,  superintendent  of 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  who  is  taking  an  active  interest 
in  the  trade-school  movement,  says  there 
are  now  30  occupations  open  to  the  blind. 
It  is  the  intention  to  teach  a  number  of 
them  in  the  industrial  school.  The  work 
will  consist  of  chair-caneing,  mop,  broom, 
rug  and  shoe  making,  weaving  of  art  fabric 
goods,  the  manufacture  of  fancy  goods, 
sewing,   stenography  and  masseuring. 

The  machinery  and  implements  necessary 
for  manufacture  is  to  be  the  greatest  ex- 
pense, but  by  a  series  of  entertainments 
and  lectures  and  the  assistance  of  business 
men  and  manufacturers  it  is  expected  to 
have  the  plant  in  operation  within  a  short 
time. 

Will  Sell  Products. 
In  addition  to  the  workshops  it  is  the 
intention  to  establish  a  salesroom  and  em- 
ployment bureau,  free  to  the  blind,  where 
they  may  secure  information  regarding 
positions  when  they  have  become  proficient 
enough  to  leave  the  school  as  self-sustain- 
ing members  of  society.  Co-operation  of 
the  residents  of  Western  Pennsylvania 
will  be  asked  to  assist  in  making  the 
school  a  paying  institution  from  the  start. 
Arrangements  were  completed  yesterday 
at  a  large  meeting  of  prominent  club 
women  for  the  first  of  a  series  of  entertain- 
ments to  raise  funds  for  the  establishment 
of  the  school  at  McCreery's.  Carnegie 
Music  Hall  has  been  secured  for  the  night 
of  November  8,  and  the  Amateur  Minstrels 
from  the  Bank  Clerks'  Association  of 
Pittsburg,  which  has  given  so  many  de- 
lightful shows,  will  be  the  attraction. 
Tickets  will  be  shortly  placed  on  sale  at 
the  WTestern  Pennsylvania  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  Carnegie  Music  Hall  and.  at 
Mellor's  and  Hamilton's  music  stores, 
downtown.  A  long  list  of  patronesses, 
composed  of  the  most  prominent  society 
and  club  women  of  the  country,  will  be 
soon  announced. 


WEDNESDAY,      OCTOBER      28,       1908 

Blind  Folks'  Gym 


Mirth  and  Music  Attend  Opening 

of  Hall  of  Health,  Gift  of 

John  Porterfield. 


Interesting  exercises  attended  the  dedica- 
tion yesterday  of  the  new  Porterfield  gym- 
nasium at  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind,  in  Bellefield  avenue. 
There  were  400  friends  and  relatives  of 
£he  sightless  students  in  the  chapel,  where 
the  exercises  were  conducted;  and  ad- 
dresses were  made  by  men  prominent  in 
the  affairs  of  the  city  as  well  as  in  works 
of  philanthropy. 

The  feature  of  the  day,  however,  was 
the  singing  by  the  mixed  chorus  recruited, 
from  among  inmates  of  tne  institution. 
Under  the  direction  of  the  musical  di- 
rector, Professor  William  L.  Mayer,  the 
chorus,  which  numbered  about  thirty 
voices,  sang  "Unfold,  Unfold,  Ye  Portals," 
from  Gounod's  "Redemption,"  and  "Ro- 
sary," by  the  late  Ethelbert  Nevin.  The 
work  of  this  chorus  was  favorably  com- 
mented upon  and  it  is  probable  there  will 
soon  be  an  open  concert  given  by  the  in- 
stitution, the  entire  program  to  be  made 
up  from  among  the  pupils. 

The  chief  address  of  the  afternoon  was 
delivered  by  Mayor  George  W.  Guthrie, 
who  spoke  for  five  minutes,  pointing  out 
the  duty  of  the  entire  community  to  the 
blind.  He  congratulated  the  institution  for 
the  splendid  work  it  has  done  and  is  doing. 

Other  Gifts  Needed, 

H.  Kirke  Porter,  chairman  of  the  board 
of  directors,  presided  and  delivered  the 
opening  address.  Mr.  Porter  referred  feel- 
ingly to  the  gift  of  the  late  John  Porter- 
field, who  acted  as  the  executor  for  the 
late  Miss  Jane  Holmes,  and  he  dwelt  upon 
the  need  of  the  institution  for  other  gifts, 
such  as  the  gvmnasium. 

Oliver  Howard  Burritt,  M.  A.,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Eastern  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  at  Overlook,  Pa.,  brought  greetings 
from  that  institution  and  made  a  plea  for 
co-operation  between  the  two  institutions. 


He  said  Pennsylvania  is  doing  better  work 
for  its  blind  than  any  other  State  in  the 
Union. 

Others  who  made  short  addresses  were 
Francis  J.  Torrance,  Dr.  John  Brashear, 
Dr.  A.  A.  Hamerschlag  and  Edward  E. 
Allen,  M.  A.,  superintendent  of  the  Per- 
kins Institution  for  the  Blind,  Boston.  Mr. 
Allen's  remarks  were  along  the  line  of  Mr. 
Burritt's,  and  he  referred  to  the  work  be- 
ing done  in  Massachusetts  for  sightless 
children. 

C/asses  Drill  and  Swim, 

Chancellor  S.  B.  McCormick  of  the 
University  of  Pittsburg  was  to  have  deliv- 
ered the  invocation,  but  owing  to  the 
death  of  a  friend  he  was  absent.  Dr.  S. 
B.  Linhart  of  the  university  appeared  in 
his  stead. 

After  the  exercises  in  the  chapel  the 
classes  were  formed  for  drill  and  the  swim- 
ming pool  in  the  basement  of  the  gymna- 
sium was  formally  opened.  Following  this 
there  was  a  reception  for  the  guests. 

A  description  of  the  new  gymnasium  was 
contained  in  The  Dispatch  Monday  morn- 
ing. 
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Function  at  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  Blind. 

The  Porterfield  Memorial  gymnasium  at 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Blind  in  Bellefleld  avenue  was  for- 
mally opened  yesterday  afternoon.  The 
exercises  were  attended  by  nearly  ail 
the  prominent  people  of  the  East  End. 

The  program  consisted  of  addresses,  or- 
gan recitals  and  choruses.  The  invocation 
was  delivered  by  Chancellor  McCormick 
of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  Address- 
es were  made  by  H.  K.  Porter,  president 
of  the  board  of  directors;  Mayor  Guthrie, 
Olin  Howard  Burrin,  superintendent  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  Instruc- 
tion of  the  Blind;  Francis  J.  Torrance, 
president  of  the  state  board  of  charities; 
Dr.  John  A.  Brashoar.  Edward  E.  Allen, 
director  of  the  Perkins  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  and  Arthur  A.  Hamerschlag, 
director  of  the  Carnegie  Technical  schools. 

The  reception  was  held  in  the  parlors 
of  the  Institution,  after  which  an  inspec-  j 
tlon  of  the  gymnasium  was  made.  There 
were  four  drills  given  by  the  pupils  in 
uniform  after  which  the  boys  gave  an 
exhibition  of  diving  and  swimming  in 
the    pool. 


PITTSBURGH    POST. 


OCTOBER    88,    1908. 

PORTERFIELD  GYMNASIUM 

OPENED  TO  STUDENTS 


Pay  Tribute  to  the  Donors  of 

Grounds  and   Buildings  for 

Blind  Children. 


NEED     A      KINDERGARTEN, 


Mayor  Guthrie,  Dr,  Brashear, 

H,  K.   Porter  and  Others 

Make  Addresses, 


The  Porterfield  Memorial  gymnasium  at 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Blind  was  formally  opened  yesterday 
afternoon,  and  many  well  known  people 
were  present.  The  exercises  were  held 
in  the  chapel  of  the  institution  and  H. 
K.  Porter,  president  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors,  presided.     • 

The  opening  address  was  made  toy  Mr. 
Porter,  who  congratulated  all  concerned 
in  the  erection  of  the  "building,  and  dedi- 
cated its  use  to  the  children  of  the 
school. 

John  Porterfield,  in  memory  of  whom 
the  building  was  erected,  wa*  the  exe- 
cutor of  the  will  of  Miss  Jane  Holmes, 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  school.  Mr. 
Porterfield  executed  the  trust  with  fidelity, 
and  left  sufficient  funds  for  the  benefit 
of  the  institution  to  erect  the  gymnasium 
building.  Colonel  William  A.  Herron, 
while  president  of  the  board,  enlisted  the 
sympathy  and  co-operation  of  Mrs.  Mary 
E.  Schenley,  to  the  extent  that  she  do- 
nated the  corner  of  the  Schenley  farms, 
on  which  the  building  is  located.  Special 
mention  was  also  made  in  Mr.  Porter- 
field's  address  to  William  L.  Abbott,  Otis 
H.  Childs  and  Henry  J.  Miller,  who  had 
donated  the  equipment  of  the  gymnasium. 


The  speaker  concluded  toy  saying:  "To- 
day John  Porterneld  has  opened  up  a 
new  world  to  the  pupils  in  this  scho*ol. 
There  is  nothing  impossible.  And  now 
here  may  I  suggest  to  them  a  motto— 
"Where  there's  a  will,   there's  a  way." 

Blind   Children   Achieve  Success. 

Mayor  George  W.  Guthrie  made  a  short 
address  congratulating  the  members  of 
the  board  on  their  work.  No  State,  he 
said,  can  afford  to  be  indifferent  to  the 
wants  of  the  helpless,  and  he  was  sure 
that  the  new  building  would  help  the 
school  in  turning  out  better  men  and  wo- 
men. Appreciation  was  expressed  for 
the  good  work  that  has  been  accom- 
plished and  the  hope  was  expressed  that 
it  would  continue  to  prosper. 

Olin  Howard  Burritt,  superintendent  of 
the  institution,  followed  Mayor  Guthrie. 
He  spoke  of  the  interest  in  athletics  that 
had  been  aroused  In  the  schools  for  the 
blind,  and  of  the  important  part  that 
it  was  taking  in  the  development  of  the 
inmates.  He  said  the  schools  were  doing 
much  to  relieve  the  helplessness  of  the 
blind,  and  that  the  statistics  prove  that 
since  1889,  of  the  graduates  of  these  in- 
stitutions, 85  per  cent  have  been  acheiv- 
ing   success  in   life. 

Dr.  John  A.  Brashear  delivered  one  of 
his  characteristically  happy  addresses. 
His  talk  was  directed  to  the  children, 
inmates  of  the  school,  but  It  appealed 
irresistibly  to  the  hearts  of  the  older 
members  of  the  audience  as  well.  He 
was  an  easy  favorite  with  the  children, 
who  applauded  him  long  and  loudly  at  the 
finish. 

Director  Arthur  A.  Hamerschlag,  of  the 
Carnegie  Technical  schools,  delivered  a 
formal  greeting  from  his  schools  to  the 
children  of  the  institution.  He  assured 
them  of  his  interest  in  their  work  and 
congratulated  them  on  the  acquisition  of 
the  fine  building  for  athletics,  which,  he 
assured  them,  he  considered  highly  neces- 
sary for  the  proper  development  of  the 
students   of   any    school. 

Need  Kindergarten  for  Little  Ones. 

Professor  Thomas  McAloney,  director 
of  the  institution,  then  thanked  all  in- 
terested in  the  work  of  erecting  the 
gymnasium  on  the  behalf  of  the  school. 
He  assured  them  that  he  considered  the 
new  building  essential  for  the  better- 
ment of  the  work  of  the  students,  and 
said  that  he  believed  it  would  cause  a 
noticeable  effect  in  bringing  up  the  stan- 
dard of  excellence.  He  spoke  of  the 
need  of  the  school  for  a  kindergarten, 
in  wfcich  the  little  ones  could  be  edu- 
cated separate  from  others,  and  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  it  might  in  some 
way  be  possible  by  next  summer. 

Two  enjoyable  features  of  the  program 
were  organ  solos  by  Jennie  Snyder  and 
Guy  Nickeson.  The  two  numbers  by  a 
chorus   of  the  children   showed   excellent 


training  and  much  talent.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  the  exercises  the  audience 
visited  the  gymnasium,  which  is  pro- 
nounced one  of  the  finest  In  the  State.  For 
the  benefit  of  the  visitors  athletic  drills 
were  given  by  the  boys'  and  girls' 
classes,  and  a  demonstration  of  swim- 
ming was  given  by  the  boys  in  the  swim- 
ming pool. 

The  new  gymnasium  is  thoroughly  mod- 
ern in  its  equipment.  In  the  basement  is  a 
swimming  pool,  shower  baths,  steel  lock- 
ers for  clothing,  etc.  The  gymnasium 
proper  is  equipped  with  chest  weights, 
triplicate  wall  machine,  balance  beams, 
horizontal  wrist  rolls,  vaulting  and  hori- 
zontal bars,  flying  rings,  rowing  attach- 
ment, Indian  clubs  and  dumb  bells,  and 
everything  needful  for  perfect  athletic 
development. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  Leader 


November,   1908 


Sehool  for  the  Sllind 


J.  A.  Morris,  Editor 


We  have  just  received  the  report 
of  the  Western  Pa.  School  for  the 
Blind  for  the  year  ending-  with  June 
of  the  current  year.  Under  the  man- 
agement of  Mr.  McAloney  during- the 
past  two  years,  this  school  has  made 
splendid  progress  and  now  takes  its 
place  among  the  leading  institutions 
for  the  education  of  the  blind  in  this 
country.  For  six  years  before  going 
to  Pittsburg,  Mr.  McAloney,  was 
Superintendent  of  the  Montana 
School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind. 
During  his  term  here  the  attendance 
was  increased  threefold  and  the 
School  for  Feeble  Minded  added. 

During  his  two  years  at  Pittsburg, 
he  has  succeeded  in  bringing-  about 
many  improvements,  and  this  has 
been  accomplished  during  the  past 
year  under  serious  handicaps — early 
last  Fall,  an  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever 
broke  out  in  the  school  and  was  not 
stamped  out    until    the    Holidays;  — 


and  we  know  just  how  difficult  it  is 
to  do  good  work  while  contending 
with  a  contagion  requiring  the  in- 
stitution to  be  placed  under  quaran- 
tine regulations. 

One  of  Mr.  McAloney's  reforms 
which  commend  themselves  to  us,  is 
his  effort  to  have  the  word  "asylum" 
discontinued  entirely  as  applied  to 
the  Institution.  We  hope  thai  the 
day  is  not  far  distant  when  schools 
for  the  blind  will  nowhere  be  regard- 
ed as  charitable  institutions  but  will 
be  given  their  proper  place  as  institu- 
tions of  learning.  Another  praise- 
worthy feature  of  Mr.  McAloney's 
work  in  Pittsburg,  is  his  zeal  in 
providing  facilities  for  the  physical 
development  of  his  pupils.  We 
believe  with  him  that  this  should  be 
of  paramount  importance  in  all  our 
schools. 

Still  another  commendable  work 
for  the  blind,  taken  up  by  Penn- 
sylvania, is  the  maintenance  of  a  field 

officer  whose  duties  are  to  interest 
the  people  in  ihe  education  of  the 
blind,  to  induce  parents  of  blind  child- 
ren to  send  them  at  an  early  age  to 
the  vState  School  and  to  give  the 
adult  blind  instruction  in  their  own 
homes. 

We  wish  Mr.  McAloney  "Ood- 
sp  vd"  in  his  very  laudable  work 
in  the  Keystone  state.  Long  will 
his  influence  abide  with  us  here  in 
Boulder. 

We  have  received  an  invitation     to 
the  opening  exercises  of    the   Porter- 
field     Gymnasium    at    the     Western 
Pennsylvania  School  for    the    Blind. 
This    new    gymnasium     which      was 
given  to  the    school    by     a     wealthy 
friend  cost  $40,000  and  is    the    finest 
building  of  the  kind   in    the  country. 
Mr.    McAloney    is    as    successful    in 
building     up     the     Western     Penn. 
School  as  he    was    in    enlarging    the 
Montana  School    for    the    Deaf     and 
Blind. 
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OPENING  UP 

NEW  AVENUES 
FOR  THE  BLIND 
WORKERS 

Store  Operated  Entirely  by  Blind  Boys  at 
Western   Pennsylvania  Institute —  Fitting 
Sightless    Ones     For    Business     Careers. 
Teaching    the     Common    "Long   Hand" 
Writing  to  Blind  Children — A  Printing 
Office  Successfully  Run   by   Blind  Boys. 


SHE  was  a  little  smiling  blue-eyed  tot 
with  bobbing  curls  tied  up  with  a  big 
blue  bow  that  matched  her  eyes. 
Standing  on  tiptoe  before  the  glass  case 
she  paused  in  deep  meditation,  then— "Ten 
cents'  worth  of  mixed  chocolates,  please." 

At  the  first  sound  of  the  voice  the  store- 
keeper turned  briskly  toward  his  cus- 
tomer, then,  opening  a  drawer,  took  out 
a  small  paper  bag,  filled  it  from  the  con- 
tents of  several  boxes,  weighed  it  and 
handed  the  purchase  quickly  over  the 
counter. 

A    very    ordinary    little    episode    in    the 
day's   work   of   any   ordinary   shopkeeper, 
the   onlv   extraordinary   thing   bein-; 
the    voung    man    who    weighed    out    the 


vandy  so  accurately,  made  the  change  so 
quickly  and  slipped  it  into  the  dimpled, 
outstretched  hand,  was  blind,  totally 
blind,  and  the  purchaser,  dear,  little 
flaxen-haired  baby  that  she  was,  could 
;iever  see  the  sweets  she  held  In  the 
green-striped  bag,  but  she  smiled  none 
the  less  happily  as  she  went  down  the 
long  corridor  and  the  storekeeper  smiled 
too,  and  sat  down  to  wait  for  the  next 
customer. 

Both  the  actors  In  the  little  scene,  a 
tragedy,  in  fact  a  terrible  tragedy,  the 
outside  world  would  say.  were  pupils  at 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  at  Dithridge  and  Bayard 
streets,  and  the  store  is  the  most  recent 
innovation  installed  by  Superintendent 
McAloney.  No  other  institution  in  the 
country  has  anything  like  it,  and  all  are 
eagerly  watching  the  outcome  of  the 
experiment.  If  it  succeeds,  and  from 
present  indications  it  certainly  will,  one 
more  occupation  will  be  opened  up  to  the 
blind  man. 

The  operation  of  a  store,  or  the  position 
of  salesman  is  one  that  the  superintend- 
ent considers  quite  possible  for  the  sight- 
less man  or  woman,  and  with  the  aim  to 
lay  the  foundation  for  a  practical  busi- 
ness career,  and  to  fit  the  pupils  thor- 
oughly for  all  branches  of  it,  the  new 
course  has  been   prepared. 

A  small  room  on  the  first  floor  has  been 
stocked  with  all  sorts  of  small  articles 
likely  to  be  needed  by  the  children.  .  A 
glass  show  case  in  front  displays  the 
tempting  candy  boxes  and  the  latest  thing 
in  ties  as  attractively  as  though  the  buyer 
could  appreciate  them  in  all  their  colors. 
One  boy  is  storekeeper  and' another  clerk, 
and  the  business  is  run  with  all  the  pre- 
cision of  a  genuine  enterprise. 

Open  only  after  school  hours,  the  store- 
keeper does  a  rushing  trade  in  shoe  laces, 
collar  buttons,  purses,  key  rings  and 
handkerchiefs,  suspenders,  ties  and  candy 
to  his  boy  pin-chasers,  and  at  other  times 
the  girls  throng  the  counter  to  buy  hair- 
pins, collars  and  belts,  buttons,  pin  cubes, 
side  combs,  hat  pins,  and,  of  course, 
candy.  They  all  buy  candy;  it  seems  the 
most  popular  thing  in  the  whole  stock. 

It  is  wonderful  to  see  the  storekeeper 
pass  his  fingers,  with  their  exquisitely 
delicate  sense  of  touch,  over  the  Braille 
lettering  on  each  box  and  read  off  the 
contents  and  price  as  rapidly  and  unerr- 
ingly as  though  his  eyes  and  not  his  fin- 
gers saw  the  words. 

He  makes  change,  too,  with  perfect  ac- 
curacy, knowing  the  denomination  of 
each  coin  by  its  size,  and  dropping  it  into 
its  particular  box  in  the  cash  drawer.  As 
there  is  no  means  of  course  for  the  sight- 
less to  distinguish  one  bill  from  another, 
all   payments  are  made  in  coins. 

*    *    * 
The    "proprietors"   of   the    store   are   all 
members  of  the  high  school  class,  and,  in 
order  that  everybody  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity    for     practical      experience,     each 


storekeeper  serves  one  month,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  time  the  clerk  is  pro- 
moted to  the  position  of  "owner"  and  a 
new  clerk  installed. 

The  storekeeper  has  complete  authority 
and  his  subordinate  refers  to  him  in 
everything-,  the  aim  being  to  teach  the 
relation  of  employe  to  employer.  When 
i  goods  are  purchased  for  the  little  store 
i  the  proprietor  consults  the  invoice,  made 
out  in  raised  letters,  learns  the  cost  ol 
each  article,  and  fix«s  upon  a  selling 
price  that  will  leave  a  small  margin  of 
profit. 

The  institution  itself  is  not  the  gainer 
in  any  financial  -way  by  the  transactions; 
only  enough  is  made  over  the  selling  price 
to  furnish  more  caps  and  balls  and  salted 
peanuts,  as  the  supply  is  depleted.  As 
each  purchase  is  made  and  paid  for,  the 
clerk  records  It  in  raised  lettering,  and  it  is 
his  business  at  the  end  of  the  day  to  add 
the  amount  of  sales,  record  it  in  the  day 
ledger,  and  deposit  the  money  in  the 
bank,  or  rather  in  the  institution  safe. 
It  seems  almost  Incomprehensible  to  an 
outsider  that  the  occupation  presents  so 
few,  if  indeed  any,  difficulties  to  the 
blind.  Their  marvelous  sense  of  touch 
seems  to  compensate  almost  fully  for  the 
loss  of  sight,  and  their  delicate  Angers  tell 
them  instantly  what  each  box  or  bag  con- 
tains. Back  of  the  counter  is  a  series  of 
cupboards  and  drawers  for  candy,"  for 
writing  tablets,  for  ties  and  balls,  each 
article  in  its  separate  compartment. 

At  the  little  girl's  request  for  the  mixed 
chocolates,   the  salesman  reached  out  in- 
stantly, guided  by  that  sure  sense  of  lo- 
cation with  which  the  blind   seem  to  be 
endowed,    and,    without    any   groping    or 
fumbling,    opened   the    drawer   containing 
the     loose    candy.       The     bag     filled,    he 
reached  to  the  scales  above,  selected  the 
quarter   pound   weight,   knowing  it  as   he 
does   the   coins   by   its   size.and   placed   it  j 
on  the  scales,  with  the  bag  on  the  other  j 
side.     Then  those  delicate;   seeing  fingers  | 
slipped   under   each   weighing  pan.     They  j 
weren't   exactly   even.     He    added    a   few 
more  candies,  and  felt  again;  this  time  the 
bag  was   too    heavy;    two   or  three   choc- 
olates   were      taken     out,    the     sensitive 
hands  told  him  the  balance  was  accurate, 
and  a  moment  later  the  sweets   were   in 
the  possession  of  the  small  buyer. 

Everywhere  in  the  little  shop  the  order 
is  perfect,  things  are  not  jumbled  care- 
lessly together,  the  boxes  are  all  in  neat 
piles,  individual  articles  laid  out  in  rows. 
The  quick  fingers  of  the  man  behind  the 
counter  can  detect  instantly  when  any- 
thing is  out  of  place,  and  many  a  country 
store,  where  soap  and  sugar,  starch  and 
gingham,  lead  pencils  and  sausages  He 
cosily  side  by  side,  might  take  pattern 
by  it. 

#'  #   # 
All  clerical  work  is  done  in   regulation 
business  form  and  the   Braille  writer,   in 
appearance   like   a   small   typewriter,    but 


with  keys  arranged  like  the  black  and 
white  keys  of  a  piano  la  used  entirely  for 
this  most  Important  part  of  the  work. 

Instead  of  paper,  stiff  oak  tag  is  in- 
serted in  the  machine  and  the  pressure 
on  the  keys  records  the  writing  in 
raised  perforations. 

The  ledger  of  the  seeing  bookkeeper 
may  differ  in  appearance,  but  not  the 
slightest  in  arrangement  from  the  one 
prepared  by  these  boys,  who  must  work 
always  in  darkness.  Instead  of  neat  red 
lines  ruling  the  page,  the  clerk  in  this 
case  separates  by  vertical  rows  of  raised 
dots  the  columns  devoted  to  date,  pur- 
chases and  cost. 

The  teachers  of  the  institute  have 
opened  charge  accounts  and  their  pur- 
chases of  chocolate  drops  or  collar  but- 
tons, lead  pencils  and  handkerchiefs  are 
credited.  At  the  end  of  each  month  a 
statement  is  made  out  by  the  clerk,  sub- 
mitted to  the  proprietor,  copied  neatly  on 
the  typewriter  and  a  bill  mailed  to  each 
one. 

The  same  text  books  used  in  the  lead- 
ing business  colleges  are  employed  here 
and  every  effort  is  made  to  place  the 
boys,  striving  bravely  under  what  seems 
so  great  a  handicap,  on  an  equality  with 
their  seeing  brothers.  One  by  one, 
through  the  ingenuity  of  men  and  wo- 
men who  are  devoting  their  lives  to  the 
work  for  the  blind,  the  obstacles  are  be- 
ing overcome. 

Though  the  sightless  man  may  not  read 
ordinary  print.  It  is  now  perfectly  possi- 
ble for  him  to  write  with  pencil  or  pen, 
and  it  must  be  confessed  he  does  it 
more  legibly  than  many  of  his  pitying 
friends  of  the  "seeing"  world.  The  pro- 
cess, of  course,  is  slow.  It  means  that 
the  teacher  must  guide  each  little  hand 
over  and  over  and  over  again  while  the 
child  makes  the  letter  a,  then  d  is  noth- 
ing more  than  a  with  an  upright  stroke, 
and  g  is  just  a  with  a  tail  to  it,  and  so 
on,  until  the  formation  of  the  whole  al- 
phabet has  been  taught. 

The  instruction  begins  in  the  fourth 
grade,  and  although  it  is  a  long  time  be- 
fore the  little  ones  are  able  to  write 
words,  when  the  task  has  finally  been 
accomplished  the  writing  is  as  clear  and 
good  as  that  done  by  any  normal  boy  or 
girl  in  the  public  schools.  The  problem 
of  keeping  the  lines  straight  and  giving 
the  writer  some  idea  of  the  correct  size 
of  the  letters  has  been  solved  by  placing 
the  paper  over  a  sheet  of  grooved  card 
board,;  the  grooves  indicating  the  height 
of  the  letters. 

The  older  pupils  prefer  this  method  to 
the  Braille  system  and  one  girl  sends  her 
regular  letter  home  each  week,  pages  and 
pages  of  it,  all  in  clear,  vertical  pencil 
writing. 

£    £    * 


•So  far  as  possible  the  institute  keeps 
track  of  every  pupil  who  leaves  it,  and 
when  two  young  men,  graduates  of  the 
Bellefiekl  institution,  without  any  previ- 
ous training,  started  and  successfully 
operated  stores,  Mr.  McAloney  saw  that 
a  new  and  profitable  trade  was  placed 
within  the  reach  of  any  bright  man  or 
woman,  even  though  they  might  be 
sightless. 

Accordingly  the  little  store  was  planned 
and  started  to  give  all  who  wanted  it 
training  that  would  fit  them  for  a  busi- 
ness career. 

The  day  is  past  when  blind  men  and 
women  were  helpless  objects  of  pity,  de- 
pendent for  existence  solely  upon  the 
kindness  of  family  and  friends.  One  toy 
one  occupations  are  being  made  prac- 
ticable for  them  that  formerly  were 
thought  possible  only  for  the  seeing. 
Broom,  mattress  and  brush  making, 
piano  tuning  and  chair  caneing  have 
long  been  standby  avocations  of  those 
deprived  of  sight,  but  now  they  are  enter-' 
ing  the  field  as  telephone  operators,  book- 
binders and  printers.  Frank  Gaston,  one 
of  the  young  men  referred  to,  conducts 
a  large  grocery  business  in  New  Castle, 
and  near  Sewickley  John  Taylor  has  a 
successful  general  store.  In  fact  there 
is  scarcely  a  trade  or  profession  in  which 
these  people,  once  thought  so  terribly 
handicapped,  may  not  compete  with  the 
seeing. 
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ENTERTAINMENT^  FOR    BLIND 

Tuesday     Musical    Club     Is    Greeted 
Warmly  at  Western   Penn- 
sylvania  Institute. 

The  altruistic  committee  of  the  Tuesday 
Mupicafr  Club  gave  a  concert  in  the 
chapel  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind,  Bellefield  avenue, 
last  night,  whichfc.jwas  received  warmly 
by  an  audience  that  taxed  the  capacity 
of  the  auditorium.  There  was  a  13-piece 
orchestra  that  had  to  respond  to  several 
encores,  while  the  solo  work  of  Mrs. 
Charles  Woolridge  and  the  violin  selec- 
tions by  Miss  Vera  Barston  were  ap- 
plauded   enthusiastically. 

Following  the  musical  feature  the 
Inmates  of  the  Institution  gave  one  of, 
thole  Inimitable  entertainments. g 
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How  the 
Blind  Play 


<§ 


UICK  time,  march!" 
Instantly      the 
line        of        thirty 
alert,  active  boys  in  white 
gymnasium     suits     broke 
into  .  a    run.      Round    and 
the  running  track  they  circled,  and   then  stopped  with 
the  precision  of  soldiers  at  the  command,  "Class  halt!" 
They  were  30  boyishly  enthusiastic,  so  full  of  life 
and  th?  spirit   of  fun,these  little  fellows,  and  yet  only 
one,  the  leader  of  the  line,  could  see,  and  he  only  a  lit- 
tle.    All  were  pupils  at  the  Western   Pennsylvania   In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  in  Bellefield,  and  they  were  going 
through    their    regu- 
lar   afternoon    exer- 
cises in  the  new  Por- 
terfield         Memorial 
Gymnasium. 

The  Institute  is 
proud,  and  justly  so, 
of  this  new  $40,000 
buildingi,  the  finest 
of  its  kind  in  the 
world,  and  made  pos- 
sible through  the 
generosity  of  the 
late  John  Porterfield. 
Always  deeply  inter- 
ested during  h  i  s 
lifetime  in  all  work 
for  the  sightless!, 
Mr.  Porterfield's  will 
contained  a  large  be- 
quest to  the  institu- 
tion, and  the  board 
of  trustees  and  Mr. 
Thomas  S.  Mc- 
Aloney,  the  super- 
intendent,      decided 


that    no    better!    use 
could    be    made     of 
the    money    than    to 
erect    a    gymnasium 
in  Which  to  carry  on 
the  physical  work  so 
important  ' '  in      the 
training  of  the  blind 
child.       In     the     va- 
rious    homes     from 
which  they  come  no 
children  need  physi- 
cal    training      more 
and  none  receive  as 
little     as     these    so 
sadly      deprived     of 
sight.     Usually  every  care  and  affection  is  lavished  on 
these  unfortunate  little  ones.     They  are  really  too  care- 
fully tended,  the  parents,  so  fearful  of  any  harm  coming 
to  them,  deny  them  the  outdoor  exercise,  the  beautiful 
romp  and   play  that  normal  children   indulge   in.     The 
result  is  that  almost  every  child  entering  the  Institute 
is  deficient  physically  and  lacking  in  energy  and  rigor. 
At  first  they  don't  even  play  of  their  own  accord,  thesie 
sightless   little   ones.     The  teachers  take  them   out   on 
the   broad    green   lawns   around  the   building  and    play 
with  them,  teaching  them  all  the  games  the  small  people 
of  the  seeing  world  know  and  love. 

To      meet      this 
most    vital    need    of 
the  pupils  plans  were 
immediately     drawn 
for    tJhe    new    build- 
ing and   in   October, 
1908,   a  most  attrac- 
tive structure,  90  by 
50  feet,  built  of  grey 
Kittanning      brick 
and  roofed  with  pic- 
turesque  green    tile, 
was    completed.    The 
interior  woodwork  is 
of    cypress    and    the 
heavy  glass  skylights 
that  compose  the  en- 
tire top  of  the  roof 
afford       an       abund- 
ance of  sunlight.  The 
finest       and       most 
complete    equipment 
to   be   found    in   any 
institution   was   pro- 
vided   for    the    new 
building    by    Mr. 
William     L.   Abbott, 
Mr.    Otis    H.    Childs 
and     Mr.     Henry    J. 
Hiaber.      Above     the 
gymnasium    floor    is 
a       running       track 
which     also     serves 


as     a     gallery     for 

spectators         during 

athletic    exhibitions. 

On    the    walls    hang 

Indian    clubs,    dumb 

bells      and      wands; 

there  are  serpentine 

ladders,      ropes      to 

climb    and    bars    to 
vault;   trapeze  and  rope  ladders,  chest  weights  and  hor- 
izontal bars,  pulleys  for  strengthening  arms  and  wrists, 
everything,  in  fact,  that  the  best  equipped  college  gym- 
nasium can  boast. 

Once  their  interest  in  the  work  is  aroused  the  chil- 
dren are  very  quick  to  learn.  They  are  absolutely  fear- 
less and  make  splendid  athletes.  Miss  Price,  from  the 
New  Haven  Normal  School,  instructs  the  girls,  and  Mr. 
Randolph  Pratt,  from  the  West  Chester  Normal,  has 
charge  of  the  boys'  classes^  and  every  pupil,  from  the 
kindergarten  tots  of  six  to  the  young  men  and  women 
ready  to  graduate  have  gymnastic  work  every  clay. 

The  instructors  follow  the  same  course  as  is  map- 
ped out  for  speing  chlldrer,  merely  adapting  their  meth- 
ods to  suit  the  peculiar  needs  of  the  blind.  A  teacher 
standing  before  a  class  of  noimal  children  can  teach  a 
new  exercise  to  all  at  the  same  time,   but  each  blind 

pupil  must  be  shown  individually.  The  instructor  must 
take  the  child's  arms  and  move  them  as  the  exercise 
directs,  doing  it  ever  and  over  again  until  the  little  one 
has  the  positions  thoroughly  learned.  In  marching  one 
pupil  not  entirely  sightless  leads,  and  the  rest  keep  in 
line  by  putting  their  hands  on  the  shoulders  of  the  one 
in  front. 

From  the  gymnasium,  steps  lead  down  to  the  swim- 
ming pool,  and,  by  the  way,  there  is  but  one  other  in- 
stitute in  the  United  States  where  blind  children  are 
taught  to  swim,  and  that  is  in  Pennsylvania  also.  The 
new  pool  is  of  shining  white  glazed  tile,  40  by  25  feet, 
and  sloping  from  two  and  one-half  to  seven  feet  in 
depth  so  that  the  deeper  end  may  be  used  for  diving, 
and  these  sightless  boys  and  girls  get  as  keen  enjoy- 
ment from  it,  and  become  as  expert  in  aquatic  sports  as 
any  children  in  the  seeing  world.  Fine  shower  baths 
occupy  spaces  on  two  sides  of  the  room  above  the  pool 
and  a  metal  locker  is  provided  for  each  child. 

From  the  back  of  the  building  a  dcor  opens  to  the 
outside  running  track  in  order  that  the  shower  baths 
may  be  easily  accessible  to  the  young  athletes  coming 
in     from     races     or     field 
work.     On  the  third   Sat- 
urday in   June  were  held 
the  national   athletic   con- 
tests,   and    the    records    of 
these    blind    boys    in    run- 
ning and  hammer  throwing,   pole  vaulting  and   putting 
the  shot,  broad  jumps  and  all  the  other  sports  can  stand 
comparison  with  the  best  High  School  records  made  by 
seeing    contestants. 

Everything  is  done  in  this  progressive  school  to  put 
pupils  in  it  on  a  plane  with  their  friends  of  the  out- 
side  world.      Mr.    McAloney   aims   to   make   possible   for 


those  under  his  care 
every  enjoyment 
that  comes  into  the 
lives  of  those  more 
fortunate. 

Every  piece  of 
apparatus  in  the 
gymnasium  may  be 
swung  up  to  the 
walls  and  gallery, 
leaving  the  floor 
space  clear,  and 
here,  on  Saturday 
evenings.  will  be 
held  a  dancing  class 
for  the  girls.  Later 
one  for  the  boys 
will  be  formed  and 
excellent  music  fur- 
nished by  an  orches- 
tra composed  en- 
tirely of  the  pupils 
of  the  Institute. 
Round  the  outside 
of  the  gymnasium 
floor  runs  a  concrete 
track  for  roller  skat- 
ing, and  the  chil- 
dren have  not  been 
slow  to  take  advant- 
age of  it,  although 
regular  instruction 
has  not  yet  been 
given.  Eight  of 
the  pupils  received 
skates  for  Christmas 
and  already  can  get 
around  as  rapidly 
as  any  of  the 
youngsters  who  util- 
ize your  front  side- 
walk for  a  skating 
rink.  Of  course  they  fall,  sometimes,  and  Scramble  to 
their  feet  and  roll  on  again  as  merrily  as  other  chil- 
dren do.  The  outside  of  the  track  is  raised  a  little,  like 
the  edge  of  a  saucer,  to  prevent  their  running  against 
the  walls. 

The  sight  of  these  youngsters  merrily  skating  about 
the   course   in   the    gymnasium    is  one   that   may   seem 
curious  to  the  casual  visitor,  but  it  is  typical  in  more 
ways  than  one  of  the  methods  that  are  pursued  at  the 
Institution.     As  has  been  indicated  here,  it  is  just  this 
sort  of  thing  that  the  authorities  believe  should  be  done 
first  of  all  for  the  pupils  under  their  care. 
They  do  not  like 
the      adjective      "un- 
tunate"  which  comes 
so     instinctively     to 
many  of  us,  and  they 
d  o     everything      i  n 
their  power  to  make 


it  impossible  of  ap- 
plication. That  is 
why  they  determin- 
ed upon  a  gymna- 
sium as  the  form 
Porterfield  memorial 
sihould  take;  that! 
is  why  they  have 
introduced  so 
many  games!  into 
the  work  there; 
that  is  why  they  are  . 
now  planning  still 
further  extensions 
of  this  work;  that 
is  why  they  have  en- 
tered with  such  en- 
thusiasm into  the 
scheme  of  field 
sports  that  is  he- 
coming  a  feature  of 
the  work  at  practi- 
cally every  school 
for  the  blind  in  the 
United  States. 

The  sports    that 
were   held   last.  June 
were  a  revelation  to 
those   who      witness- 
ed   them,    and    they 
will   be   a   revelation 
to    still    more    next 
summer,     for     when 
the  second   field   day 
takes      place      there 
will   be  hundreds    of  spectators   where    last  year   there 
were  but  scores.     It  was  an  inspiring  sight  to  see  the 
intensity   with   which    the    boys   sprinted    and    hurdled 
and  jumped  and  threw  the  hammer  and  shot;    it  was 
still  more  inspiring  to  see  the  way  those  who  did  not 
take  an  active  part  in  the  sports  rooted  for  those  who 
did.     There  was  no  suggestion  of  the  pathetic  in  it;   it 
was  inspiring,  as  the  sight  of  children  playing  with  all 
their  hearts  must  always  be.     That  is1  what  they  want 
in  Bellefield — children  playing  with  all  their  hearts. 
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Lincoln  Day  Entertainments  \ 
Forrthe  Blind  and  the  Deaj 


i  Pennsylvania  Blind  Asy- 
lum Pupils  to  Give  Midwinter 
Entertainment  Feb.  12. 


Lincoln's  birthday,  Friday  evening,  Feb- 
ruary 12,  has  been  chosen  by  the  manage- 
ment, of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Instj;  i 
tution  for  the^BifficL  as  the  date  for  "Hhe  | 
regular  mid-winter  entertainment  at  the 
institution,  when  the  blind  girls  and  boys 
will  furnish  the  greater  part  of  the  pro- 
gram themselves.  The  entertainment  will 
take  place  at  the  asylum,  on  Bellefield  ave- 
nue, near  Fifth. 

Thomas  S.  McAloney,  superintendent  of 
the  school,  has  appointed  Misses  Howell, 
Houston  and  Holt  of  the  faculty  to  take 
charge  of  the  program.  Pupils  of  the  lit- 
erary, music  and  gymnasium  departments 
of  the  school  will  participate,  and  episodes 
from  Lincoln's  life  will  be  reviewed  in  a 
characteristic  manner  by  the  boys  and 
girls.  Drills  and  other  exercises  by  gym- 
nasium students  will  be  a  feature  to  snow 
the  results  achieved  since  the  opening  of 
the  Porterfield  Memorial  Gymnasium.  The 
music  program  will  include  organ  and 
piano  solos  and  duets,  and  a  mixed  chorus 
will  render  Grieg's  "Landsighting,"  and 
"The  Village  Blacksmith,"  by  Noyes. 

Much  interest  has  been  manifested  in 
the  school  this  season  owing  to  the  musical 
and  other  entertainments  given  by  the  pu- 
pils. The  Lincoln  entertainment,  like  all 
others  given  in  the  institution,  is  free  Jo 
the  puyj0?'"* 
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TlNCOLNTiT 
MEMORY   IS 

VENERATED    IN 
PITTSBURGH 


So  many  friends  and  relatives  of  the 
charges  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  sought  to  attend 
the  midwinter  entertainment  and  Lincoln 
centennial  exercises  at  the  institute  last 
night,  that  a  number  were  unable  to 
gain  admission  to  the  chapel.  All  the  stu- 
dents took  part  and  a  program  of  merit 
was  given.  It  was  based  on  the  Lincoln 
memorial  idea,  the  scheme  being  to  im- 
press on  the  minds  of  the  children  the 
real  causes  for  the  greatness  of  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

There  was  a  class  song  by  the  kinder- 
garten pupils,  "The  Song  of  the  Clock;" 
and  a  piano  duo  by  Martha  Bowers  and 
Christine  Steel,  both  little  blind  girls, 
who  acquitted  themselves  splendidly.  A 
physical  culture  class,  for  12  little  girls 
of  the  intermediate  class;  vocal  chorus,  I 
the  "Doll  Song,"  in  which  19  little  ones  ; 
with  dolls  sang  solos  and  were  joined  in 
the  chorus  by  some  30  members  of  the 
junior  class;  a  physical  culture  class  ex- 
hibit by  nine  boys  and  the  impersonations 
by  17  boys  and  girls,  in  which  each  ap- 
peared m  some  character  and  costume 
and  recited  in  verse  some  reason  why  ( 
Lincoln   was   great. 

Another  charming  feature  was  the  can- 
tata, "The  Village  Blacksmith,"  repeated 
by  request,  and  which  gave  an  excellent 
exhibition  of  the  skill  of  the  little  folks. 
Other  musical  features  were  equally  as 
bright.  The  pipe  organ  in  the  chapel  of 
the  institution  was  presided  over  by  W. 
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L.  Mayer,  who  designed  the  instrument. 

The    entertainment    was    in    charge    of 
the   Misses   H.    I.    Houston,   Jean   Howell 
and    Kate    E.      Holt,      members     of     the  ■ 
faculty.    The   institute   was   thrown    open  j 
for  the  visitors  and  they  were  permitted  ; 
to  visit  all  of  the  departments  during  the  : 
evening.  During  the  day  the  members  of  ! 
the    legislative    appropriation    committee 
visited  the  schools  and  were  well  pleased 
with  what  they  saw  and  with  the  exhibi- 
tion given  in  their  honor.  The  committee 
was  informed  of  the  desire  for  an  addi- 
tional   kindergarten    department    to    the 
institute,    which    would    cost    $60,000    and 
for  which  the  institute  was  preparing  to 
raise    half    and    the    state    was    asked   to 
give   the   other  half,    or  $30,000. 
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Two  years  ag-o  Mr.  T.  S.  McAloney 
for  a  number  of  years  at  the  head  of 
the  Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and 
Blind  resigned  to  accept  the  superin- 
tenendency  of  the  Western  Pen- 
nsylvania School  for  the  Blind. 
During-  the  time  he  had  been  in 
charge  of  our  sister  school  in  Mont- 
ana, Mr.  McAloney  broug-ht  that 
school  up  to  a  high  state  of  efficiency 
and  exhibited  ability  of  management 
of  a  high  order.  To  sum  him  up  in 
a  word  he  was  a  success.  It  was 
with  genuine  regret  that  we  saw  him 
leave  his  Montana  field  and  go  East- 
ward. Since  taking-  hold  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  the 
Blind,  Air.  McAloney  in  less  than 
two  years  has  brought  the  school 
Up  to  such  a  high  state  of  efficiency 
that  today  it  is  considered  to  be  one 
of  the  best  schools  of  its  kind  in  the 
country.  His  enthusiasm  has  been 
contagious  and  as  a  result  improve- 
ment and  progress  are  to  be  noted  on 
every  hand.  Pennsylvania  is  indeed 
fortunate  in  getting-  Mr.  McAloney 
to  identify  himself  with  one  of  her 
institutions  and  it  is  sate  to  say  that 
if  the  Western  Pennsylvania  School 
for  the  Blind  is  not  at  the  head  of  its 
class  in' the  very  near  future,  it  will 
not  be  the  fault  of  Mr.  McAloney — 
The  N.  D.  Banner. 
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BLIND  PUPILS 
TO  GIVE 


A.  most  interesting  musical  event  for 
BraJHock  and  vicinity  will  be  the  ap- 
jjPeaiMnie.  Of  the  chorus  and  pupils  of 
tne  MUttSIc  department  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
Bellefield  avenue,  city,  in  the  audi- 
torium of  the  Carnegie  library,  Brad- 
dock,  on  Friday  evening,  March  26 

This  affair  is  the  result  of  an  invita- 
tion extended  to  these  blind  musicians 
by  the  entertainment  committee  of  the 
Braddock   library. 

About  70  blind  vocal  and  instrumen- 
tal pupils  will  participate  in  the  even- 
ing s  program.  Special  cars  have  been 
chartered  to  carry  them  to  Braddock 
and  return,  and  the  preparations  for 
completetertainment  aFe  exhaustive  and 
aJ^e  +concfrt  will  no  doubt  be  a  revel- 
ation to  the  audience,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  incomprehensible  to  the  seeing  how 
excellent  can  be  the  work  of  the  sight- 
less  under  proper  training 

rfj^6*  dIrector  of  the  choral  and  music 
department    of    the    institution,    W     L 

ntttlli  haS  bGen  the  recIPIe*t  of  many 
flattering  congratulations  on  the  re- 
sults achieved.  The  voices  are  good 
?£>  i  h?  ^h°iUS  Wel1  Dalanced.  while 
the  individuals  sing  with  an  intensity 
of  feeling  which  is  contagious  in  ef- 
succesas.COndUi0n  essentIal  t0  complete 
noThe..,Pu°Sram  deludes  Gounod's  Gal-' 
iknfl  fheQi  IlHaSre  Blacksmith"  and 
Lands     Sighting"      by     Grieg-Spicker 

anf  wil,   hi16/    ™mbers    by    the    chcrus.' 
h™  °     further  enhanced  by  excep- 

tionally    good      performances     on      the 

aTwen0r&an   ln    the    Hbrary'    and   pia^o 

toTwhn?UbtH?   ha/   been   slow   to   reaIIze 
to  what  state  of  perfection  the  mental 

SthtPKysi*Cal  facultles  of  the  Mind 
n^Lhe  u.eVeloped  and  has  ^ven  lit- 
tle thought  comparatively  to  the  im- 
mense possibilities  of  making  the 
sightless  self-supporting  in  one  or  an- 
other line.  It  is  therefore  to  be  re 
fretted  that  the  seating  capacity  of 
4he  chapel  at  the  institution  on  Belle- 
field  avenue  is  inadequate  to  accommo- 
date   such    audiences    as    the    merits    of 


the  work  would  justify.  There  is  here 
unquestionably  a  large  field  for  gen"r.. 
uine  philanthropy.  The  achievements 
of  the  blind  may  well  be  a  stimulus 
for  the  seeing-. 


r  itt's  bvLrc8[ ,    Pa..,   D  is  |^a/t" civ 

fBJJtnd  Singers 

At  Braddock 

Htfettpils  at  Bellefield  In- 
stitution Will  Give  Concert 
on  Friday  Evening. 


In  response  to  an  invitation  of  the  en- 
tertainments committee  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  Carnegie  Library  the  music 
department  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind  will  give  a  choral 
and  instrumental  recital  in  the  library  au- 
ditorium at  Braddock  next  Friday  even- 
ing. The  blind  musicians  will  be  the 
guests  of  the  Braddock  Carnegie  Library 
officials,  and  for  their  comfort  every  ar- 
rangement has  been  completed.  Special 
cars  have  been  chartered  to  convey  the 
singers  and  players  to  and  from  the  insti- 
tution on  Bellefield  avenue,  this  city. 

The  director  of  the  music  department 
at  the  Blind  Institute  is  W.  L.  Mayer, 
formerly  president  of  the  organized  musi- 
cians. Mr.  Mayer  is  also  the  organist 
and  director  of  music  at  the  Braddock 
Library. 

The  program  prepared  for  the  concert 
includes  such  choral  numbers  as  "Land- 
sighting,"  by  Grieg-Spicker;  "Gallia,"  by 
Gounod,  and  "The  Blacksmith,"  by  Noyes. 
,  Organ  and  piano  numbers  by  blind  per- 
formers, as  well  as  vocal  solo  perform- 
ances, will  contribute  to  the  entertain- 
ment. The  blind  enter  into  musical  ren- 
ditions, with  a  concentration  which  yields 
flattering  results. 
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HOUSE  PASSES  MANY 
APPROPRIATION  BILLS 


HARR1SBUKG,  Pa.,  April  l.—The 
House  held  a  session  to  act  on  appropria- 
tion and  special  order  bills  this  morning. 
All  other  bills  Were  laid  aside,  including 
the  big  road  anl  pension  bills,  which  Will 
Vlondav   night. 

IWbiil  to  appropriate  $5000  for  the 
sMndyjoT?  agriculture  was  defeated. 


/   TLYRRISBURG.       Pa.. 


TLYRRISBURG.  Pa.,  April  1.— The 
following  bills  wore  reported  out  by  the 

House   Appropriations    Committee   today : 

Homeopathic  Medical  and  Surgical  Hospital, 
Heading.  $20,000;  St.  Joseph's  Hospital.  Read- 
ing, $23,000:  State  ITospital  for  Insane.  Nor- 
ristown.  $127,950:  Reformatory.  Huntingdon, 
$242,961;  Reading  Hospital.  $30,000;  Dowii- 
ingtown  Industrial  School,  $15,000:  Buhl  Hos- 
pital, Sharon,  $25,000;  Nanticoke  Hospital, 
Association.  $25,000;  Reform  School.  Morgauza, 
$275,580. 

The  following  normal  schools  were  allowed 
$10,000  each:  Bdinbofo.  Clarion.  Slippery 
Rock.  Lock  Haven.  Mansfield,  Stroudsburg  and 
California. 

The  following  appropriation  bill  pass- 
ed iinally: 

Philipsburg  Hospital,  $23,600;  Scranton 
State  Hospital.  $175,745;  Taxes  on  forest 
lands,  $85,000;  Geological  Survey,  $10,000; 
State  Forestry  Academy.  $17,000:  warehouse 
:ii  St;jte  Arsenal.  $50,000:  construction  of  arm- 
ories, $400,000.  Balance  due  Edwin  A.  Ab- 
bey on  paintings  for  Capitol.  $183,309.  Pur- 
chase lands  for  State  Forestry  Reserves.  $100.- 
000;  reappropriatiug  balance  for  lands  for 
State  Reserves,  $90,000;  tobacco  experiment 
station.  $5000;  Are  alarms  for  State  Hospitals, 
$51,000;  Danville  State  Hospital,  $128,783;  de- 
ficiency rewards  violating  game  and  fish  laws, 
$2000;  State  College.  $769,000;  "Western  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  Blind,  $95,450;  TJni- 
^fsity  of  Pittsburg.   $22W.«*Pf  State  Hospital. 
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HE  SIGHTLESS 


Annual     Meeting     of     Western 

Penpsylvaija  Institution  for 

Blind  M|ld  Yesterday. 
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3 1  D      OFFICERS      RE-ELECTED 


Review  of  Years  Work  Discloses 

Startling  Results  in  Making 

Afflicted  Useful. 


The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind.  Bellefield  .UYftP11^  g,>TpM  its 
1  wen t  y  -  s  e  c o  n  d  annual  meeting  yesterday 
afternoon,  and  re-elected  its  old  board 
of  officers.  The  terms  of  Charles  L. 
Taylor,  Lawrence  Dilworth  and  Charles 
F.  Dean,  whose  terms  as  directors  ex- 
pired yesterday,  were  re-elected.  The  re- 
port of  the  financial  secretary  showed 
the  institution  to  be  in  a  healthy  condi- 
tion. 

President  H.  Kirke  Porter,  in  his  re- 
port, which  he  read  at  the  meeting,  said: 

"The  story  of  the  last  year  is  full  of 
encouragement.  The  spirit  of  the  school 
is  excellent,  and  cheerfulness  abounds 
and  is  reflected  in  every  face.  Not  a 
single  complaint  from  scholar  or  parent 
has  reached  the  president  of  the  board 
and  no  intimation  of  such  has  come  to 
him  from  any  member  of  the  board. 
Punitive  discipline  is  so  rare  and  so  un- 
important that  it  is  practically  unknown. 
The  esprit  de  corps  has  banished  it.  To- 
bacco seems  to  no  longer  nave  any  temp- 
tation for  our  boys.  Our  special  reason 
for  this  admirable  condition  of  affairs  Is 
the  direct  result,  apparently,  of  our  new 
gymnasium.  It  has  awakened  enthus- 
iasm, not  merely  for  exercise,  but  for 
all   studies   as   well. 


Some  New  Trade*. 

"Among  the  new  trades  added  this 
year  are  chair  caning-,  which  requires 
little  capital  and  not  expensive  tools. 
Massage,  which  is  considered  a  splendid 
opportunity  for  the  blind,  anatomy  and 
the  principles  and  practice  of  massage 
are  taught,  and  we  are  .hopeful  of  a 
good  measure  of  success  In  this  line.  A 
model  store  for  the  teaching  of  practical 
salesmanship  has  been  conducted  by  the 
members  of  the  business  class  in  turn.  A 
complete  set  of  books,  cash,  ledger,  etc., 
kept  in  Braille,  the  point  system,  bjjls 
rendered  in  typewriting,  and  receipted  in 
long  hand.  Boys  visit  wholesale  houses 
and  are  gradually  getting  in  touch  with 
the  business  world,  which  is  of  much 
interest,  especially  to  boys,  and  helps 
to   make   them   good   and   useful    citizens. 

"Great  interest  has  been  manifested  by 
the  public  in  general.  The  various  musi- 
cal and  other  organizations  have  remem- 
bered our  pupils  by  generous  supply  of 
tickets,  which  have  been,  highly  appre- 
ciated by  the  pupils  a;  <:  all  concerned. 
An  appropriation  of  $1,000  nas  been  made 
by  the  Board  of  Carnegie  Library  to 
buy    books    for   the    blind. 

Modest   in   Requests. 

"The  appeal  for  recognition  of  our 
needs  for  recent  deficiencies  and  for  the 
coming  two  years  has  been  most  cor- 
dially met  by  the  State  Board  of  Chari-  ; 
ties  and  by  the  legislature.  Warm  in- 
terest has  been  manifested  by  the  com- 
mittee of  both  houses,  and  by  the  sub- 
committees visiting  our  school.  It'  has 
been  recognized  that  we  have  never 
asked  for  sums  not  needed,  but  that  we 
have  stated  our  actual  necessities  and 
now  these  have  been  provided  in  the 
most  appreciative  spirit  for  the  two 
years  to  come,  and,  further,  the  great 
usefulness  apparent  in  a  special  kinder- 
garten department  has  been  so  manifest 
that  we  have  asked  for  an  appropriation 
of  $30,000  which  will  meet  one-half  of  a 
suitable   building   for   30   little    ones. 

"This  is  greatly  needed  and  will  be  of 
inestimable  value.  It  will  relieve  the 
.situation  greatly  in  our  main  building, 
where  the  smaller  and  the  larger  scholars 
cannot  well  be  kept  separate.  It  will  also 
snake  the  instruction  of  the  little  ones 
much  easier  and  much  more  valuable." 
Many  Wait  to  Enter. 

Superintendent  Thomas  S.  McAloney 
calls  attention  in  his  report  to  the 
crowded  condition  of  the  building.  lie 
states  that  it  is  crowded  to  its  utmost 
capacity  and  that  there  is  still  a  wait- 
ing list  of  18.  Since  his  last  annual  re- 
port was  made,  138  pupils  have  enjoyed 
the  privilege  of  the  school.  During  the 
year  was  enrolled  17  new  pupils,  10  boys 
and  7  girls,  and  there  was  re-admitted 
five   boys   and   two   girls. 


The  kindergarten  class  has  grown  so 
large  that  it  had  to  be  divided.  This 
necessitated  the  use  of  an  additional 
class  room,  which  was  provided  at  great 
inconvenience,  owing  to  the  crowded  con- 
dition   of    the    building. 

Reports  were  also  presented  by  the 
principal  of  the  literary  department,  de- 
partment of  music,  department  of  man- 
ual training  and  industrial  department, 
and   the  various  other  departments. 

The  following  are  the  officers  of  the  in- 
stitution: H.  Kirke  Porter,  president;  J. 
M.  Schoonmaker,  -  first  vice  president; 
William  L.  Abbott,  second  vice  presi- 
dent; O.  M.  Edwards,  secretary;  C.  F. 
Dean,  treasurer;  committee  on  finance, 
J.  M.'  Schoonmaker,  William  L.  Abbott, 
Joseph  H.  Holmes;  executive  committee, 
William  L.  Abbott,  Lawrence  Dilworth, 
Charles  E.  Taylor,  O.  M.  Edwards,  Dr. 
W.  F.  Robeson;  counselor,  A.  M.  Brown 
honorary    auditors,    Marwick,    Mitchell 
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Dr.  Alexander 

To  Talk  to  Blind. 


spices  of  the  "Holmes 
iterary  Society,"  an  organiza- 
tion 'of  the  blind^gupilB  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution' " W!*  the  Blind, 
Rev.  Dr.  Maitland  Alexander  of  the  First 
Presbyterian '  Church,  will  tonight  give  a 
lecture  at  the  chapel  of  the  Institution  on 
Bellefield  avenue.  The  entertainment  will 
open  at  8  p.  m.  It  is  free  to  the  friends 
of   the   institution   and   the   general   public. 
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PRIZE  PIANO  GDNILbl 

FDR  BLIND  CHILDREN 


Gold  Me^alJitmpetition  at  the 
Pennsylvania 
Institution. 


W.  L.  Mayer,  director  of  the  depart- 
ment of  music  in  the  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  Blind,  has  of- 
fered a  gold  medal  to  be  awarded  to  the 
successful  contestant  in  a  piano  compe- 
tition to  be  held  in  the  chapel  of  the 
institution  on  Friday  evening,  June  4. 
Seven  pupils  of  the  advanced  piano 
division  will  enter  the  lists.  Each 
must  play  the  Valse,  Op.  64,  No.  1, 
and  etude  Op.  25,  No.  9.  by  Chopin  and 
the  etude  di  concert,  "Le  Papillon,"  by 
Lavallee,  as  well  as  one  contribution 
from  repertoire. 

The  judges  selected  by  Mr.  Mayer  are 
Charles  Heinroth,  the  city  organist;  Ad. 
M.    Foerster   and   Luigi   von    Kuntis. 

The  music  department  of  the  institution 
is  nearing  the  close  of  an  exceptionally 
active  year.  It  has  now  in  preparation, 
for  the  annual  concert,  "The  Wreck  of 
the  Hesperus,"  by  Anderton,  a  cantata 
for  chorus  of  mixed  voices  with  soprano, 
tenor  and  baritone  solos.  The  solo  work 
will  be  carried  by  pupils  of  the  vocal 
division  who  will  also  sing  the  solo, 
quintet  and  double  chorus,  "King's 
Prayer.''  from  "Lohengrin.-'  Wagner' 
and  "Tu,  es  Petrus,"  Lavallee.  Organ! 
piano  and  violin  solos  and  piano  duet$ 
and  quartets  are  also  on  the  program.    . 

The  chapel  of  the  institution  being  en* 
tirely  too  small  to  permit  the  unlimited 
attendance  of  those  interested,  arrange; 
ments  have  been  made  to  issue  cards  oj 
admission  to  the  contest  and  conceit  t^ 
such  as  make  application,  either  by  maij 
telephone  or  in  person.  Musicians.  voc« 
and  instrumental,  are  especially  welcor 
to   hear  the  work  of  the  pupils. 
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BLIND  MUSICIANS 

TO  COMPETE  FOR  MEDAL 
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Held    at    "Western 
.-,vt  »  ,^-.«^  v    Institute       for     the 
!     Blind A*rr£nge    for    Annual    Con- 

?  ce,u ! 

Injttiaae  interest  has  been  created  in 
thej-jfcnks  of  the  advanced  piano  pu- 
rof  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Insti- 
lon  for  the  Blind.  Bellefield  ave- 
nue, by  the  fact  that  the  director  of 
the  music  department,  Mr.  W.  L.  Mayer, 
has  donated  a  fine  Void  medal  to  be 
awarded  to  the  successful  competitor 
in  a  piano  Contest  to  be  held  in  the 
chapel  of  the  institution  Friday  even- 
ing-, June  4. 

The  judges  selected  to  decide  the 
contest  are  City  Organist  Charles 
Heinroth,  A.  M.  Foerster  and  Luigi  von 
Kunits.  Each  of  the  contestants  must 
perform  a  self-selected  composition 
from  his  or  her  reportoire  besides  play- 
ing the  obligatory  compositions  which 
are:  Chopin,  Valse  Op.  64,  No.  1;  Chopin 
Etude  Op.  25,  No.  9,  and  "Le  Papillon" 
by    Lavallee. 

On  June  8  the  annual  concert  of  the 
department  will  be  given  and  the  pro- 
gram will  include  per formances  in  solo, 
duo  and  quartette  on  piano  besides 
violin,  vocal  and  organ  numbers,  while 
the  chorus  of  tne  institution  will  sing 
"The  Wreck  of  the  JEJesperus,"  Cantata 
by  Anderton;  "Tu  es  Petrus"  by  La- 
vallee, and  the  "King's  Prayer."  solo, 
quintet  and  double  chorus  from  "Lohen- 
grin,"  by  Wagner. 

Cards    of   admission   for  these    events 
can  be  secured  by  applying  at  the  offic 
of    the    institution    either    by    phone    o, 
mail. 


ts 

i 


\  iffi^S  to  viYg  ■    la/..    Cya-x 


7V\ 


— 


^°> 


BLIND  GIRLS  POSSESS 
ABHimSITIILETE! 


Pjupjls    at   JBfellefield    Institutioi 

MfcrWWmarkable  Records 

at  Field  Meet. 


Field  day  exercises  by  the  girl  mem- 
bers of  the  National  Athletic  association 
connected  with  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind  were  held  yes- 
terday afternoon  on  the  institution's  field, 
Bellefield  avenue.  Nearly  all  the  pupils 
eligible  took  part  and  excellent  records 
were  made.  The  meet,  it  is  believed,  in- 
dicates that  the  Pittsburgh  institution 
stands  a  good  show  of  being  among  the 
winners  in  the  series  of  similar  events 
being  held  at  the  schools  and  homes  for 
the  blind  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 
Although  no  prizes  were  awarded  yester- 
day, the  records  were  carefully  ascer- 
tained and  recorded,  as  the  national  com- 
mittee will  award  handsome  loving  cups 
to  the  three  institutions  making  the 
highest   number  of  points. 

This  is  the  first  year  that  the  girls 
alone  have,  entered  the  national  contest. 
Miss  Elizabeth  R.  Stoner,  physical  di- 
rector of  the  Margaret  Morrison  Car- 
negie School  for  Women,  and  F.  H. 
Elston,  a  former  Cornell  athlete,  were 
judges.  The  highest  scores  were  made 
by  May  Levy,  who  totaled  17#;  Eliza- 
beth Goodman,  11 1-5,  and  Frankie  Car- 
lisle, 9  points.  Records  made  in  the  dif- 
ferent events  are  as  follows: 

Standard    broad    jump— May    Levy,     first,      6 
feet    8y2    Inches;    Elizabeth    Goodman,    second,  ( 
6    feet    6    inches;    Stella    Plants,    third,    6    feet 
C/2     inches. 

Standing  broad  jump— Florence  McHenry, 
first.  39  inches;  May  Levy,  second,  38  inches; 
Corda    Vought,     third,     37    inches. 

35-yard  dash— May  Levy,  first,  4  4-5  sec- 
onds; Elizabeth  Goodman,  second,  5  seconds; 
Lucille    Walters,    third,    5    1-5    seconds. 


50-yard  dash— Bertha  Johnson,  first,  6  4-5 
seconds;  Elizabeth  Goodman,  second,  7  sec- 
onds;  Frankie   Carlisle,    third,    7   2-5  seconds. 

200-yard  relay  race— May  Levy,  Lucille  Wal- 
ters, Elizabeth  Goodman  and  Bertha  John- 
son,  32  4-5  seconds. 

Boseball  throw— Corda  Vought,  first,  84  feet 
30  inches;  May  Levy,  second,  82  feet  6  inches; 
Elizabeth    Goodman,    third,    73   feet    6   inches. 

Fifty-yard  three-legged  race— Anmalene  Her- 
vey    and    Clara    Yochem,    first,    9    3-5   seconds; 
Frankie   Carlisle  and   Margaret   Smith,    secon   t, 
10  seconds;   Sarah   Might  and   Jean   Porterfiel 
third,     11    2-5    seconds. 

50-yard     sack     race— Margaret     Smith,     firs 
I*   8-5   seconds;   Jean   Porterfield.    second,    10 
seconds;     Clara     Yochem,     third,     10     4-5    se 
ond». 

Fifty-yard  egg  race— Frankie  Carlisle,  firs 
9  seconds;  Margaret  Smith,  second.  9  1-5  sec 
onds;     Anmalene     Hervey.     third,     12     second 

Remarkable  records  were  made  in  the  ba 
end   egg  races. 
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LnstiriV'far  Blind  Anxious 

to  Begin  Work  on  New 

Annex. 


WAITING   ON   G0VEBX0B 


Architects'  plans  have  been  completed 
or  the  erection  of  two  new  buildings  for 
a  kindergarten  department  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvanialnstitute  for  the  Blind. 

The  ip*t*flfi?e  uwtul  Lisa  ari'd'ofte^enth 
acres  on  Bellefield  avenue.  The  work  has 
grown  so  large  that  it  has  become  impera- 
tive to  erect  new  buildings.  The  legisla- 
tive appropriation  of  $30,000  awaits  the 
Governor's  signature.  It  is  expected  that 
this  signature  will  be  affixed  tomorrow. 
The  directors  of  the  institute  have  pledged 
an  extra  $30,000  for  the  kindergarten  if  the 
State  will  make  this  needed  appropriation. 

The  institution  now  has  an  enrolment  of 
about  120  of  both  sexes.  The  instructors 
say  the  proposed  kindergarten  department 
would  enable  them 'to  begin  instructing  the 
blind  chikjjen  at  an  earlier  age. 


Blind   girl  athletes    at    Bellefleld   institution. 

who  took  flrsr  honors  at  Saturday's  athletic 

exhibition,    taking    17    points  out   of    20;    the 

lower    Is    Elizabeth    Goodman,    17,    who    took, 

second  honors,  with  HVi  points  out  of  20.3 
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To    Enlarge   Institute    for 
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Blind 


completed 
ngs  for  the  kinder- 
f  the  Western  lnstl- 
'd. '  A  bill  appropriating 
institution  is  now  in  the 
hands  dt  tne  governor,  and  the  directors 
of  the  institution  have  pledged  another 
$30,000  for  tho  kindergarten  department  if 
the  state  makes  the  contemplated  im- 
provement. <m0*** 


Published    dafly,     pxcept    Sunday,     at    FILBERT 

AND  JUMPER   STREETS,    City  Hall 
j  Square,    Philadelphia,    Pa. 
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THE  BLIND  AND  THEIR  WORK 
The  work  done  by  a  party  of  blind  ath- 
letes from  the  Overbrook  Institution  at 
performances  given  in  the  New  York 
Hippodrome  to  raise  funds  for  the  benefit 
of  the  sightless,  is  declared  to  have  sur- 
prised the  audiences  which  witnessed  it. 
Without  the  aid  of  vision,  these  young 
men  successfully  carried  out  numerous 
feats,  including  running,  jumping,  vault- 
ing, diving  and  swimming— the  latter  in- 
volving the  "rescue"  of  a  man  who  sprang 
inio  a  deep  pool  and  was  pulled  out  by 
the  blind  performers  after  they  had  lo- 
cated him  by  the  noise  he  made. 

The  affair  affords  another  illustration 
of  the  ehange  which  has  come  about  in 
the  treatment  of  those  individuals  who 
are  deprived  of  that  sense  which  might 
seem  to  be  the  most  indispensable  of  all. 
Men  and  women  without  sight  must  al- 
ways suffer  a  heavy  handicap  and  deserve 
the  sympathy  and  assistance  of  their  more 
fortunate  fellows.  But  they  are  no  longer 
regarded  as  necessarily  helpless 
tures,  who  must  subsist  upon  charitv 
death  releases  them  from  the. bandage  of 
the  dark. 

In  numerous  schools  throughout  the 
country  they  are  now  taught  occupations 
which  enable  them  to  gain  an  honorable 
self-support  and  to  lead  useful  lives. 
Vigorous  young  nen  whose  eyes  are  un- 
able to  picture  the  World  <)bout  them, 
are  enabled  to  indulge  in  the  sports  which 
appeal  to  youth.  Many  of  the  blind  re- 
ceive excellent  educations,  reading  raised 
print,  by  touch.  While  there  must  always 
be  certain  fields  of  endeavor  from  which 
their  infirmity  bars  them,  the  scope  of  the 
industries  which  they  can  practice  has 
been  signally  widened  In  the  past  gen- 
eration and  promises  to  be  extended  still 
further.  ".!,.> 


Encouraging  as  the  progress  is  in  this 
direction,  it  needs  to  be  supplemented  by 
intelligent  effort  along  kindred  lines.  It 
is  asserted  that  virtually  one-half  of  the- 
cals of  blindness  which  arise  in  early 
childhood  are  preventable.  This  is  a  warn- 
ing to  parents  which  should  not  be 
ignored. 
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/     BLwtf  Are  to  Contest. 


The  second  annual  national  athletic  con- 
test of  schools  for  tiieb  lind  at  the  West- 
ernjr*  Pennsylvania  ^Institution  for  the 
Blind,  Ln  JtsaAajflV^nd  Belleffield  avenues, 
will  take  .j^Jaoir  tomorrow  morning  on  the 
institution's  athletic  field,  at  the  rear 
of  tie  gymnastic  building.  Members  of 
vthe  Bellefleld  school  have  been  practicing 
daily  in  the  hope  of  winning  the  na- 
tional competition.  If  the  weather  Is  un- 
favorable in  the  morning  the  contest  will 
be  postponed  until  2  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. 
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Records  Are  Broken  l>y  Pupils  at 
Bcllefield  Institute.  Events  Are 
Interesting: 

Students  of  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Institute  for  the  Blind  are  today  taking, 
part  in  the  second  national  athletic  con- 
test of  schools  for  the  blind,  in  which  16 
different  institutes  in  different  parts  of 
the  country  are  contesting.  Each  school 
holds  its  contest  upon  its  own  field  and 
the  results  will  be  certified  to  a  commit- 
tee which  will  determine  the  winners.  At 
tHe  Western  Pennsylvania  Institute  sev- 
eral records  of  the  national  contest  were 
broken. 

This  morning  Joseph  Swoboda  reduced 
the  record  for  the  national  contest 
75-yard  dash,  made  by  himself  last  year, 
from  nine  seconds  to  eight  seconds,  and 
Merrle  Doyle  put  up  the  mark  for  the 
high  jfemp  from  42  inches  to  50  inrhos. 
In  the  50-yard  dash  Joseph  Block  reduced 
the  time  to  five  and  two-fifth  seconds, 
two-fifths  below  the  former  record. 
Eleven   events   were  scheduled. 


1  uTSovirfl 

,       VcL 

,    i^e^aLcLev. 

J 

7VU.v 

lb.. 

Tot. 

1 

BLIND  BOYS 
IN  CONTEST 

Make   Sensational   Records 
on  Athletic  Field  of  Lo- 
cal Institution 


MUCH  SKILL  IS  SHOWN 


With  old  reoords  broken  and  a 
new  standard  for  athletics  among 
blind  pupils  established  the  an- 
nual field  day  at  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  Belleneld  avenue,  was  a 
gala  occasion  yesterday.  It  was 
participated  in  by  practically  all 
the  male  pupils  and  thoroughly 
enjoyed  by  hundreds  of  their 
friends,  who  wondered  at  the  re- 
markable performances. 

Stripped  for  action  and  wearing  the  reg- 
ulation track  uniform  of  the  professional 
athlete,  these  young  boys  raced  down  the 
course,  vaulted  the  tape  and  made  records 
at  putting  the  shot  and  the  standing  and 
running  broad  Jump  that  are  truly  mar- 
velous. Lacking  sight,  the  senses  of  feel- 
ing and  hearing  are  brought  into  acute 
use  constantly  by  these  young  athletes. 
On  the  running  course  wires  are  stretched 
and  with  their  hands  they  guide  them- 
selves so  as  not  to  run  off  the  course  and 
even  with  this  handicap  great  records  are 
made.  Few  boys  of  the  same  age  in  the 
possession  of  all  their  senses  can  do  as 
well. 

Throughout  the  contests  the  evidence  of 
pood  feeling  among  the  contestants  was 
surprising.  Their  entire  thought  was  to 
do  the  best  for  the  honor  and  glory  of 
the  institution.  It  was  a  great  day  and 
the  girls  were  all  their  cheering  each  an- 
nouncement of  the  result  of  the  contests. 

The  events  started  promptly  at  10  o'clock 
in  the  morning  with  the  75-xurd  dash,  and 


during  the  next  two  and  a  half  hours  t 
Judges  and  timers  were  kept  busy.     Th 
best   record    was   made    by    Merle    Doyle, 
with  18  points  out  of  a  possible  25. 

He  is  22  years  of  age  and  has  been  at 
the  institution  for  nine  years.  He  became 
blind  when  five  years  old  through  the  ac- 
cidental running  of  a  nail  into  one  of  his 
eyes.  The  other  eye  was  affected  and  he 
had  not  been  able  to  see  since.  His  home 
is  in  Wheatland,  Pa.  He  is  in  splendid 
form  and  goes  through  his  work  with  the 
thoroughness  of  a  professional.  His  rec- 
ord in  the  standing  high  jump,  50  inches, 
was  made  without  apparent  effort  after 
he  had  taken  part  in  nearly  all  the  other 
events. 

Robert  Hanhold,  who  won  second  place, 
has  only  been  ono  year  at  the  institution, 
but  in  that  time  has  made  wonderful 
prograss.  Ho  now  r.eems  a  natural  born 
athlete,  yet  when  he  came  to  the  institu- 
tion he  had  drooped  shoulders  and  was 
thoroughly  worn  out .  physically.  He  is 
19  years  old  and  has  been  blind  since  in- 
fancy from  a  gunshot  wound  in  the  face. 
He  was  brought  here  from  a  Jefferson 
countv  institution.  He  entered  but  two 
events,  the  shot  put  and  the  ball  throw, 
and   von   both   events. 

James  Block,  who  won  third  place  with 
eight  points  out  of  a  possible  ten,  is  from 
Johnstown,  Cambria  county.  He  is  22 
years  of  age  and  has  been  blind  since  in- 
fancy through  ulceration  of  the  eyelids. 

The  events  started  with  the  75-yard 
dash.  The  blind  boys  ran  two  at  a  time 
and  wonderful  speed  was  developed.  They 
only  knew  when  the  end  of  the  course  is 
reached  when  light  strings  stretched 
across  the  course  strike  them  in  the  face. 
When  Joseph  Swoboda  finished  his  run 
the  tlroets  announced  eight  seconds  Hat 
amid  <V  cheers  of  the  great  crowd  of 
people, 

In  the  standing  broad  jump  Merle  Doyle 
registered  nine  feet  flat  and  Orlando 
Young  made  8  fret  11  inches  and  Samuel 
Rowe  8  feet  9  Inches.  In  the  shot  put 
Hanhold  carried  off  the  honors  with  a. 
throw  of  84  feet.  Doyle  was  second  with 
81  feet  11  inches  and  Walter  Paczkiwski 
third  with  29  feet  6  inches. 

In  the  standing  high  .lump  Doyle  cleared 
the  tape  at  50  inches.    Ben  Derricott  could 
make  the  49-inch  mark,  but  the  extra  inch 
was  too  much  for  him.    Bast  year  he  won  j 
this    event    with    a    record    of    42    inches,  j 
Henry  Harty  was  third  yesterday  with  a  i 
record  of  47  inches. 

Fast  time  was  shown  in  the  50-yard 
dasli  when  Frederick  Block  ran  the  dis- 
tance in  5  2-5  seconds.  Samuel  G.  Rowe 
was  second  with  6  seconds  and  Guy  Craig 
third  with  G  2-5  seconds.  Last  year  Guy 
Nickeson  was  winner  of  this  event  in  6 
seconds  but  failed  to  score  today  among 
the  fast  ones  because  of  a  fall  he  received 
while   running. 

In  the  three-jump  event  Doyle  again 
lead  with  27  feet  4  inches  as  a  record,  with 
Samuel  Row  second  with  20  feet  9  inches 
and  Orlando  Young  third  with  25  feet  4 
inches.  In  the  running  jump  a  record  of 
19  feet  7  inches  was  made  by  Walter 
PaczkowskJ.  Frank  Shook  was  second 
with  17  feet  10  inches  and  Charles 
Young   third   with   15  feet  4   inches.     Last. 


Marvelous  Feats  in 
Athletics  Show  Day  When 
"Blind  Shall  Lead  the  Blind" 
Is  Here 


court-  w^rSgaSkH. 


year  the  Kentucky  institution  won  this 
contest  at  the  national  meet  with  a  record 
of  onlv  16  feet  10  inches.  Hanhold  also 
made  a  Rood  record  in  the  ball  throw 
Sent  with  a  score  of  263  feet  5  inches 
Derricott  was  second  with  a  throw  of  254 
feet  6%  inches  and  Paczkowski  third  with 
oo<^    f aet. 

One  of*  the  most  wonderful  feats  was  the 
three-legged  race  for  juniors,  Ihe  little 
fellows  had  a  right  leg  strapped  secure  y 
to  the  left  of  their  companion  and  with 
the  corresponding  arms  clasped  around 
each  other's  body  darted  off  at  the  sound 
of  the  pistol  shot  and  sped  down  the 
course  for  50  years  with  astounding  speed 
The  winners  of  this  race,  Eugene  Morgret 
and  Earl  GufTey.  ran  it  in  8 !*jcond«  flat. 
Craig  and  Dreeson  registered  in  9  1-5  sec- 
onds*  and  Filer  and  Adams  in  10  seconds 
flat.     These  boys  ran  without  falling 


pi:;;-''  ;.t 
•4v  < 

^^           -tab**."                 1 

1&* 

# -  »3flf  1 

>».   Ljr*  Irak  '     **rt  ■WVVIW       P  J  ■ 

Slll^**                  ;;§■ 

V/ATCHinCr  THE 


iSTAHDlttG'  Hl&HcJUMR^ 


mner\5  Oj- 
Q\r\s>  Races 
tfay  8  tb . 


'1 
PuTTm 


3CfY5V5ACKRACfc. 


The  girl  in  the  middle  of  the  circular  picture  is  May  Levy. 
The  smaller  of  the  other  two  is  Margaret  Smith  and    the 
third  is  Elizabeth  Goodman,  all  blind  and  all  of  whom 
were  the  winners  in  the  athletic  events  last  Saturday 
when  the  girls  of  the  institution  met  in  tKe  first 
national  field  day  for  blind  girls  in  the  world's 
history. 


In  the  50-yard  bag-  race  for  juniors 
Thomas  Filer  Mas  a  winner  in  8  3-5  sec- 
onds, Eugene  Morgret  second  in  9  sec- 
onds and  Guy  Craig  third  in  9  3-5  seconds. 

The  boys  to  secure  points  and  their 
order  in  standing  is  as  follows:  Merle 
Doyle  18,  Robert  Hanhold  10,  Orlando 
Young  7,  Fred  Block  8,  Walter  Paczkow- 
ski  7,  Ben  Derricott  6,  Joseph  Swoboda  5, 
Samuel  Rowe  5,  Frank  Shook  1,  Henry 
Harty  1,  Guy  Nickeson  1. 

Among  the  juniors  the  following  got 
points  in  the  order  named:  MorgTet  11, 
Ames  6,  Filer  5.  Guffey  5,  Craig  5,  and 
Dreesen  3. 

R.  R.  Pratt,  physical  director  of  the  in- 
stitution, was  judge— and  A.  E.  Hazel, 
physical  director  of  f  he  First  Presbyterian 
church  gymnasium,  and  Charles  M.  Tag- 
gart.   were  timers. 

No  announcement  has  been  made  from 
Columbus,  O.,  the  headquarters  of  the 
national  association  of  athletic  associa- 
tions of  blind  boys  and  girls,  relative  to 
the  standing  secured  by  the  girls  of  the 
local  institution,  whft  held  their  field  day 
last  Saturday  morning,  but  it  is  believed 
through  the  sflcndid  records  made  Pitts- 
burg will  have  first  place. 


RECORDS  MADE  BY  BLIND. 



Sightless  Athletes  at  Bellefield  In- 
stitute Hold  Contest. 

The  second  annual  athletic  contest  of 
the  students  of  the  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  Blind  was  held 
yesterday  morning,  the  games  at  the 
Bellefield  avenue  institution  being  part 
of  a  national  contest  held  at  all  the 
blind  institutes  in  the  country.  Several 
records  were  broken  by  the  young  sigh- 
less  athletes  in  Pittsburgh.  Joseph 
Block  lowered  the  50-yard  dash  for  blind 
athletes  by  two-fifths  of  a  second  and 
Joseph  Swoboda  lowered  the  local  record 
for  the  75  yard  dash.  Walter  Paczowskj 
made  a  new  record  for  the  broad  jump 
by  clearing  19  feet  7  inches,  and  Merrie 
Doyle  increased  the  wark  for  the  high 
jump  from  42  inches  to  50  Inches.  A.  E. 
Hazel,  director  of  the  gymnasium  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  church,  and  Capt. 
Charles  M.  Taggart  were  the  judges. 
R.  R.  Pratt,  physical  director  at  the  in- 
stitute, was  starter  and  Supt.  T.  S. 
McAloney  acted  as  timer.  The  results  in 
the    different    events    follow: 

Standing  Broad  Jump— Merrie  Doyle,  first; 
O.  C.  Young-,  second;  Samuel  Rowe,  third.  Dis- 
tance.  9   feet. 

Three-legged  Race.  50  Yards— Eugene  Mor- 
gret  and  Earl  Dregson,  first;  Harold  Dresson 
and  Guy  Craig,   second.     Time,   S  seconds. 

Fifty-yard  Dash— Joseph  Block,  first;  Samuel 
Rowe.  second;  O.  C.  Young,  third.  Time.  5  2-5 
seconds. 

Twelve-pound  Shot  Put— Robert  Hanhold, 
first;  Merrie  Doyle,  second;  Walter  Paczowski, 
third.      Distance    34    feet. 

Standing  Hi#h  Jump — Merrie  Doyle,  first; 
Benjamin  Derricott.  second;  Harry  Harty, 
third.      Height.    50   inches. 

Seventy-five-yard  Dash— Joseph  Swoboda, 
first;  Fred  Block,  second;  Guy  Nickeson.  third. 
Time,   8  seconds. 

Fifty-yard  Sack  Race— First.  Thomas  Filler, 
8  2-5  seconds;  second.  E.  Morgret;  third.  G. 
Craig. 

Baseball  Throw— First,  R.  Hanhold.  263  feet 
5  inches;  second,  J.  Derricott;  third,  Walter 
Paczowski. 

Three  Standing:  Jumps— First,  M.  Doyle.  27 
feet  4  inches;  second,  S.  Rowe;  third.  O.  C. 
Young. 

Running  Broad  Jump— First.  Walter  Pac- 
zowski, 19  feet  7  inches,  a  national  record,  as 
last  year  it  was  won  with  16  feet  10  inches; 
second.  James  Shook;  third.  O.   C.  Young. 
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T\YQ,  RECORDS  ARE 

SMASHED  BY  BLIND 

'AffiLETES  WHO  TOOK 

PART  IN  LOCAL  MEET 


Two  world's  records  went  by  the  board 
yesterday  when  pupils  from  over  a  score 
of  sell  :o  s  for  the  blind  met  on  the  ath- 
letic 0eld  Of  the  Western ^Pennsylvania 
In8tilufH|^Qr  theBJjfMir*Tfear  Bellefield 
avenue,    Jo)'    t.n'e*"SWf),nd    national    meet. 

The  records  broken  were  those  pre- 
viously established  by  other  blind  pupils. 
Fted  Blodfc  clipped  two-fifths  of  a  second 
fioni  the  record  of  the  50-yard  dash,  and 
Waller  I'aezkoswki  set  a  new  mark  for 
the  broad  jump,  clearing  19  feet  and  7 
inches.  The  previous  record  was  IK  feet 
and  10  inches.  The  summaries  of  the 
A-ariou.s   events    follow; 


Standing  broad  jump— Merrill  Doyle.  0  fc^t; 
Orlando  Yound,  8  feet  11  inches;  samue!  Rowe, 
8   feet   '.t   inches. 

50-yard  dash— Fred  Block,  5  2-5  seconds, 
Samuel  Rowe,  6  seconds;  C.  C.  Young,  6  2-3 
seconds. 

50-yard  three-legged  race— Earl  Guffey  and 
Eugene  Morgret,  8  seconds;  Guy  Craig  and 
Haiiod  Drcsson,  0  1-5  seconds;  Elmer  Guckerc 
and    James   Voight.    1(1  1-5    seconds. 

12-pound  shot  put— Robert  Hanhold.  31  feet; 
Merrill  Doyle.  31  feet  11  inches;  Walter  Facz- 
kowski,    2'.)    feet    G    inches. 

Standing  high  junip-  Merrill  Doyle.  50 
inches;  Benjamin  Dorricott,  4l»  inches;  Henry 
Hardy.   47  inches. 

75-yard    dash— J.    Swoboda,    8    seconds;    Fred 

Block,  8  1-3  seconds;  Guy  Nickerson,  8  4-5  sec- 
onds. 

50-yard  sack  race— Thomas  Filer,  8  3-5  sec- 
onds-, F/ugene  Morgret,  9  seconds;  Guy  Craig, 
8  3-15   seconds. 

Baseball  thuw- R.  Tlanhcld,  203  feet  5  in.; 
J.    Doricott.    Walter   Pai -zowski. 

Three  standing  jumps— M.  Doyle,  27  feet  4 
in.;    S.    Rove.    < "».    C.    Voung. 

Running  broad  jump— 'Walter  Paezowski.  19 
feet  7  inches,  a  national  record,  as  last  year 
it  was  won  with  10  feet  10  in.;  James  Shook. 
O.    C.    Young. 

Officials- S'art or,  R.  R.  Pi  ait;  judges,  A.  K. 
Hazel,  physic*]  director  First  Presbyterian 
Church;  Capt.  Charles  M.  Target.  Boys'  Brig- 
ade;   superintendent,    T.    S.    AlcAluney. 


Pittsbvn-a.   TV-,   DiS^toW. 


TVUvi     lb-    \<\  OS 


Remarkable  Athletic  Feats  by 
Students  Bereft  of  Sight 

JIIPM  ATHLETES 
BREAK  WOHLD'S  RECORDS 
II  INTERNATIONAL  TE5T 


Wonderful  Scores  Made  by 
Boys  at  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania Asylum. 


APPLAUSE    FOR    BABIES 


The  National  Athletic  Association  of 
Schools  for  the  blind  held  its  second  an- 
nual track  meet  in  all  the  large  cities  of 
the  country  yesterday  morning,  when  the 
world's  record  in  the  50-yard  dash  for  the 
blind  was  smashed  in  Pittsburg  by  James 
Block  at  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Insti- 
tution, Bayard  street  and  Belleheld  avenue. 
Block  also  came  within  one-fifth  of  a  sec- 
ond of  equaling  the  world's  record  for 
professional  and  amateur  athletes.  Walter 
Paczkoswki  smashed  another  national  ama- 
teur record  in  the  running  broad  jump, 
when  he  made  19  feet  5  inches,  over  the 
previous  mark,  which  was  16  feet  10  inches. 

It  was  an  interesting  sight  to  watch 
these  blind  boys,  all  as  happy  and  confi- 
dent as  though  they  possessed  the  power 
to  see  and  more  fully  understand  what 
they  were  doing.  The  enthusiasm  of  the 
girls  and  remaining  blind  children  who 
were  not  participating  in  the  various 
events,  was  also  remarkable.  Following  is 
a  list  of  those  who  came  out  first,  second 
and  third  in  the  finals: 

Standing  Broad  Jump— Merrill  Doyle,  9  feet; 
Orlando  Yound,  8  i'eet  11  inches;  Samuel  Rowe, 
8   feet    9    inches. 


60-yard  Dash— Fred  Block,  5  2-5  seconds; 
Samuel  Rowe,  6  seconds;  C.  C.  Young.  6  2-5 
eeconds. 

50-yard  Three-legged  Race— Earl  Guffey  and 
Eugene  Morgret,  8  seconds;  Guy  Craig  and 
Haroid  Dresson,  9  1-5  seconds;  Elmer  Guckert 
and   James   Volght,    10  4-5   seconds. 

12-pound.  Shot  Put— Robert  Hanhold,  34  feet; 
Merrill  Doyle,  ^1  feet  11  Inches;  Walter  Pacz- 
kowski,   29  feet  6   inches. 

Standing  High  Jump— Merrill  Doyle,  50 
Inches;  Benjamin  Dorricott,  49  inches;  Henry 
Hardy,    47   inches. 

75-yard  Dash— J.  Swoboda,  8  seconds;  Fred 
Block,  8  1-5  seconds;  Guy  Nickerson,  8  4-5  sec- 
onds. 

50-yard  Sack  Race— Thomas  Filer,  8  3-5  sec- 
onds; Eugene  Morgret,  9  seconds;  Guy  Craig, 
9   3-5    seconds. 

Baseball  Throw— R.  Hanhold,  263  feet  5  in.; 
J.     Derricott,    Walter    Paczkowski. 

Three  Standing  Jumps— M.  .Doyle,  27  feet  4 
Inches;    S.    Rowe,    O.    C.    Young. 

Running  Broad  Jump — Walter  Paczkowski,  19 
feet  7  inches,  a  national  record,  as  last  year 
it  was  won  with  16  feet  10  inches;  James 
Shock,    O.    C.    Young. 

Officials— Starter,  R.  R.  Pratt;  judges,  A. 
E.  Hazel,  physical  director  First  Presbyterian 
Church;  Captain  Charles  M.  Target,  Boys' 
Brigade;    superintendent,    T.    S.    McAloney.    . 

Doyle,    who   got   18   points   in   all,   is   20 
years  old,  comes  from  Wheatland,  Mercer 
county,    and    has    been   in    the   Institution 
live  years.     He  lost  his  sight  being  struck 
in  the   eye   with   a   nail,   and  although   he 
is  not  totally  blind,   about   all   he   can   do 
is    to    distinguish    daylight      from      night. 
Hanhold,  who  got  the  second  largest  num- 
ber of  points,  10  in  all,  comes  from  Brook- 
field    and    was      found    in     the     Jefferson 
County    Workhouse    last    fall    where    his 
parents  had  left   him  because   he  was  un- 
lble  to  earn  a  living.    He  was  accidentally 
;hot  in  the  face  with  a  gun,  and  has  been 
totally   blind   ever   eince.     The  winner   of 
.he    50-yard    dash,    Block,      comes      from 
Johnstown,    and    has    been   at    the    school 
ive  years.     He  has  been  totally  blind  ever 
since   he   was   an   infant,   and   is   22   years 
>ld. 
Walter      Paczkoswki,      winner     of     the 
tanding    broad    jump,    is    18    and    comes 
torn      Miners'      Mills,      Lucerne      county, 
vhere   he   had  both   eyes   blown  out  in  a 
ynamite  explosion. 

The  last  twro  events,  a  three-legged 
ace  and  a  sack  race,  were  for  small 
hildren.  onlyy  those  under  the  age  cf 
2  competing'  They  received  as  much,  if 
ot  more  applause,   than  all  the  others. 
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Will  Lecture  to  the  Blind-'1 

Professor    Frederick    Webster, aiiiapri n - 

tendont  of  the  Newsboys*jl  ome,  will 
lecture  at  7:8(> 'O'clock  tonight,  in  the  au- 
ditorium ''of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind.  Bellefieid  ave- 
mip,  to  the  Home-Schenley  Literary  So- 
ciety of  the  School.  The  subject  will  be 
"Our  Bird  Friends."  There  will  be  no 
admission  charged  and  all  persons,  who 
are    interested,    are    asked    to    attend.         A 
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LOCAL  BUND  GIRLS 
WIN  NATIONAL  MEET 


Western  Pennsylvania  Institu- 
tion Captures  Contest:  Boya 
Take  Second  Honors 


The  girls  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind  carried  off  first 
honors  in  the  national  athletic  contests 
held  in  the  different  cities  of  the  country 
May  0.  The  returns  were  finally  tabu- 
lated yesterday. 

The  blind  girl  athletes  of  the  local  in- 
stitution beat  their  competitors  easily, 
coming  out  with  a  total  of  05  poits,  while 
the  nearest  competitor,  the  Wisconsin 
School  for  the  Blind,  at  Janesville,  made 
but  25  points.  Illinois  ran  third,  with 
a  low  average,  while  other  schools  barely 
scored.  The  faculty  and  students  are 
elated  with  their  success,  and  are  confi- 
dent the  honor  won  this  year  will  net 
be  taken  away  from  them  for  some  time 
to  come. 

The  boys  won  second  place,  Kentucky 
being  first.  They  competed  with  high 
school  boys  composing  the  Coltart  Ath- 
letic Club  of  Oakland  yesterday  and  tied 
the  score. 
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'Local  Bty&d  Girls  Lead 
Country  in  Athletic  Marks 

^l^JIwwestern  Pennsylvania  Institution  Take  Second 
Place  iii  Inter-City  Contest — Pittsburg  Girl  Out- 
ranks All  Blind  Athletes  in  List. 


In  two  recent  national  athletic  con- 
tests, one  for  blind  girls  two  weeks  ago, 
the  other  for  bo3-s  one  week  ago — both 
held  simultaneously  in  all  the  large  cities 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  in  this 
city  at  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind— the  girls  of  Pittsburg 
came  out  first  and  the  boys  second.  In 
the  contest  for  boys,  the  Kentucky  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  at  Louisville  was 
the  winner,  but  considering  the  fact  that 
the  students  of  the  southern  institute 
have  been  in  athletics  for  the  past  eight 
years,  and  that  the  contests  have  only 
been  conducted  for  three  years  in  this 
city,  the  record  made  by  the  blind  boys 
of  Pittsburg  is  one  to  be  proud  of.         < 

In  the  girls'  contest,  Pittsburg  takes  the 
lead  with  65  points  to  her  credit;  next 
comes  Wisconsin  with  12  points  and  then 
Illinois  with  4.  May  Levy  of  the  West- 
ern Pennsylvania  Institution  won  more 
points  than  any  of  the  other  contestants, 
17  in  all.  She  not  only  came  first  in  the 
35-yard  dash  and  the  standing  broad 
I  jump,  but  was  one  of  four  winners  in  the 
200-yard  relay  race,  second  in  the  baseball 
throw,  and  second  in  the  standing  high 
jump.  Elizabeth  Goodman  came  next  with 
11%  points;  she  was  likewise  one  of  four 
winners  in  the  200-yard  relay,  took  second 
place  in  the  35-yard  dash,  standing  broad 
jump  and  50-yard  dash,  and  third  place 
in  the  baseball  throw.  Margaret  Smith 
came  third;  she  won  both  the  50-yard 
track  and  egg  races,  and  came  second  in 
the  50-vard  three-legged  race. 

In  the  boys'  contest  a  week  ago,  Merrill 
Dovle  won  more  points  than  the  others, 
taking  first  honors  in  the  standing  broad 
jump,  the  standing  high  jump,  second  in 
the  shot  put,  and  third  in  other  standing 
jumps.       Robert     Hanhold     came     second, 


winning  10  points  in  all.  He  was  first 
in  both  the  shot  put  and  the  base  ball 
throw.  James  Block,  who  came  third, 
won  8  points,  being  first  in  the  50-yard 
dash  and  second  in  the  75-yard  dash. 
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ilteelbr  Blind  to  Meet, 


:he*|Wht  committee  for 
thj^fJHffl^has  been  called  for  2  o'clock 
Thursday  afternoon,  at  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
corner  of  Bellefield  and  Bayard  streets, 
by  Mrs.  M.  Ruslander.  the  chairman. 
Matters  of  importance  will  be  considered 
and  a. full  attendance  is  required. 
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Called  Meeting. 

A  meeting  of  the  joint  committee  for 
the  blind  has  been  called  for  2  o'clock 
this  afternoon  at  the  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania Institute  for  the  Blind,  Bellefield 
and  Bayard  streets,  by  Mrs.  M.  Rus- 
lander, the  chairman.  Matters  of  impor- 
tance will  be  considered  and  a  full  at- 
tendance Is  required.  This  meeting-  will 
give  the  members  an  opportunity  of  vis- 
iting the  classrooms  while  the  children 
are  at  work,  and  they  will  gain  au  idea ! 
of  the  Improved  methods  that  are  being  j 
observed  in  teaching  the  blind. 
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Blind  Asylum 
Receives  Money 

A  bequest  of  $7,000,  totally  unexpected, 
was  received  by  the  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  Blind  yesterday, 
and  to  say  the  board  of  directors  and 
the  management  of  the  big  Bellefield  ave- 
nue asylum  were  pleased  is  putting  it 
mildly. 

The  money  comes  from  the  estate  of 
Jane  Holmes,  who,  during  her  life,  gave 
upward  of  $70,000  to  the  institution,  and 
at  her  death,  by  will,  bequeathed  an  ad- 
ditional $20,000,  at  the  same  time  making 
the  asylum  one  of  her  residuary  legatees. 
It  is  on  the  last  account  that  the  addi- 
tional $7,000  comes  to  the  blind  of  West- 
ern  Pennsylvania. 

New,  up-to-date  equipment  and  many 
needed  improvements  are  made  certain  by 
the  money,  and  the  board  is  at  last  sure 
of  making  several  costly  changes  that  will 
prove  of  lasting  benefit.  It  was  through 
a  donation  from  Jane  Holmes  that  the 
first  building  was  built,  and  as  the  site 
was  given  by  Miss  Schenley  the  institu- 
tion feels  particularly  grateful  to  the  fair 
sex  as   a  whole. 


Pu-frtsb-vova; ,  "Pa^  li* aider' 


MEDAL  CONTEST 


Graduation     Exercises     of 

Sightless  Students  °Has 

Strong  Features 


With  the  school  year  ended  and  the 
work  well  done  and  with  remarkable 
records  made  both  in  the  class  room  and 


In  the  gymnasium,  considering  the  afflic- 
tion under  which  they  work,  the  pupils  of 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Blind  begin  the  exercises  of  their 
commencement  week  with  a  piano  con- 
test tonight.  This  will  be  followed  next 
Tuesday  evening  by  the  second  annual 
concert  of  the  music  department,  for 
which  an  attractive  program  has  been 
prepared  and  which  contains  some  of  the 
gems  of  the  great  masters. 

This  evening  there  will  be  seven  con- 
testants, each  of  whom  will  play  four  se- 
lections. Three -of  all  the  contestants  will 
play,  and  one  will  be  the  choice  of  the 
Individual.  The  playing  will  be  judged 
as  to  technique,  tempo,  pedaling,  phras- 
ing and  general  interpretation.  The  work 
Of  .the  pupils  in  the  music  department  is 
a  wonderful  demonstration  of  the  pos- 
sibilities for  the  blind  when  their  talent 
Is  properly  directed  and  under  their 
Skilled  fingers  are  reproduced  the  works 
of  Gounod,  Wagner,  Bach,  Mendelssohn, 
Chopin,  and  others  with  a  skill  that  is 
marvelous  in  those  who  cannot  see. 

And  no  less  wonderful  will  be  the  gym- 
nastic exercises  to  be  held  next  Thurs- 
day night  when  in  the  new  Porterfleld 
Memorial  gymnasium  will  be  seen  exhi- 
bitions of  fancy  roller  skating  by  the 
blind  boys  and  girls,  and  difficult  feats 
performed  on  the  skates  that  are  sup- 
posed to  be  possible  only  to  those  in  the 
possession  of  all  their  senses. 

In  addition  to  this  there  will  be  swim- 
ming races  in  the  big  pool  and  pyramid 
Work,  rope  and  ladder  climbing,  horizon- 
tal bar  and  trapeze  work.  Those  who 
Will  ta1<e  part  in  these  exhibitions  are  the 
boys  and  girls  who  recently  made  new 
world's  records  in  athletic  events  for  the 
blind  in  50  and  75-yard  dashes,  standing 
broad  and  high  jump,  shot  put  and  base- 
ball throwing,  and  when  the  little  junior 
blind  boys  made  new  records  in  three- 
legged  and  bag  races. 

Following  the  piano  contest  this  even- 
ing refreshments  will  be  served  by  the 
Carnegie  library  trustees  of  Braddock  in 
appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  blind 
boys  and  girls,  who  last  winter  went  to 
Braddock  and  gave  a  concert.  All  the 
exercises  of  commencement  week  are 
open  to  the  public,  and  Superintendent 
Thomas  S.  McAloney  extends  a  cordial 
Invitation  to  all  persons  interested  in  the 
work. 

The  conditions  of  the  contest  this  even- 
ing are  that  each  competitor  must  play: 
Valse,  Op.  64,  No.  1,  Chopin;  Etude,  Op. 
25,  No.  9,  Chopin;  Le  Pappillon,  Etude  de 
Concert,  Lavallee.  In  addition  one  self- 
selected  composition  must  be  played.  A 
medal  will  be  awarded  the  winner  of  the 
contest  and  presented  during  the  concert 
next  Tuesday  evening  by  Prof.  W.  L. 
Mayer.  The  judges  of  the  contest  are: 
Charles  Heinroth,  Ad  M.  Foerster  and 
Luigl  von  Kunits. 

The  contestants  are  Miss  Ethel  Crooks, 
Miss  Jennie  Snyder,  Samuel  G.  Rowe, 
Henry  Harty,  Robert  C.  Davidson,  Guy 
Nickerson,    George   Reichenberger. 
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BLIND  PUPILS^  CONTEST. 
Commencement  Week  at  the  Belle- 


fieJH.  Institution. 


'of  commencement  week  at 
theiMMf^n  Pennsylvania  Institute  for 
•  ho  Hlind  took  place  last  evening  at  the 
chapel  of  the  institute  in  Bellefield  ave- 
nue and  Bayard  street.  Interest  was 
keen  in  the  event  of  the  evening-,  the  an- 
nual prize  piano  contest  for  the  Mayer 
gold   medal. 

Seven  pupils  of  the  senior  class  were 
contestants  for  this  medal.  The  test  was 
a  severe  one,  each  heing  required  to  play 
two  selections  from  Chopin  and  one  from 
Lavallee  and  after  these  the  contestant 
was  required  to  present  one  self-selected 
composition.  Three  judges  were  present 
to  pass  on  the  work  of  the  pupils: 
Charles  Heinroth,  Ad  M.  Foerster  and 
Luigi  von  Kuntis,  whose  judgment  is  to 
be  based  on  technique,  tempo,  pedaling, 
phrasing  and  general  interpretation.  The 
decision  of  the  judges  will  be  made 
known  at  the  second  annual  concert  of 
the  concert  of  the  institute  next  Tuesday 
evening. 

A  very  pretty  feature  of  the  affair  last 
evening  was  the  serving  of  ice  cream 
and  cake  to  the  blind  pupils  by  the  Car- 
negie library  committee  of  Braddock,  as 
a  compliment  for  the  pupils  who  hac 
taken  part  in  one  of  the  entertainments 
there  last  winter.  Members  of  the  staff 
of  instructors  at  the  institute  acted  as  z. 
reception  committee  and  took  delight  ir 
displaying  the  first  prize  of  a  silver  cuj 
won  by  the  girls'  athletic  class  for  th< 
best  showing  in  the  Play  Fest  at  Schen 
ley  park,  and  the  second  prize  of  tin 
boys'  class.  Athletics  for  the  blind  pu 
pils  have  taken  a  strong  hold  in  th 
school  and  their  influence  on  the  afflict 
ed  ones  is  regarded  as  little  short  o 
"iionnmenal.  J 
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A  BIn»*  Mhtete. 
Merrill  Doyle,  a  fiercer  county  boy, 
recently  made  a  reputation  for  himself 
at  the  international  test  of  blind  ath- 
letes in  Pittsburg.  Doyle,  who  is  an 
inmate  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  and  who  has 
been  there  for  the  past  five 
years,  won  the  standing  broad  jump, 
standing  high  jump,  three  standing 
jumps,  and  took  second  place  in  the 
12- pound  shot  put.  Doyle,  who  got  18 
points  in  all,  is  20  years  old,  and  his 
home  is  in  Wheatland.  He  lost  his 
eyesight  by  being  struck  in  the  eye 
with  a  nail,  and  although  he  is  not  to- 
tally blind,  about  all  he  can  do  is  to 
distinguish  daylight  from  darkness,     j 


GYMNASTIC  FEATS 
BY  BilMD  CHILDREN 


A  large  audience  was  astonished  last 
night  by  the  gymnastic  feats  of  the  in- 
mates of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind.  It  was  the  first  ex- 
hibition of  its  kind  that  has  ever  been 
held  by  this  institution  and  the  new 
Porterfield  Memorial  gymnasium  was 
crowded  with  an  interested  and  appre- 
ciative   throng. 

Dumbell    drills,    wand      drills,      pyramid 
forming,  rope  climbing,  roller  skating  and 
dancing  were  some  of  the  exercises.  The 
girls  proved  themselves  almost  the  equal 
of    the    boys    in    strength,    dexterity    and 
nimbleness.  This  institution  has  a  record 
for    athletics    which    is    equalled    by    n 
other  blind   institution  in   the  county.   I 
R.    Pratt   is    the    boys'    physical   directo 
Jefferson   Hicks,    the  assistant,    and   Mis 
Alice    Ray    Price    the    girls'    physical    d 
rector. 


Tomorrow  night  the  junior  class  wi 
hold  its  closing  exercises.  The  prograr 
will  be  entirely  musical.  A  fairy  operat 
ta,  "Little  Boy  Blue,"  will  be  given.  O; 
Monday  night,  the  commencement  exer 
cises  for  the  whole  school  will  be  held 
Diplomas  will  be  presented  and  speeches: 
from  David  Copperfield  and  a  cantata 
"The  Ivy  Queen"  will  be  given. 


HE     BLIND     AS     MUSICIANS 


ern 


Pennsylvania      Institution 
Pupils    Will    Play    at    Com= 
fnencement  Exercises. 

One  of  the  most  important  events 
among  the  commencement  festivities  of 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  which  began  tod'ay  and  con- 
tinue until  June  14,  is  the  concert  to 
be  given  by  the  music  department  Tues- 
day night. 

The  best  talent  in  the  institution  will 
take  part  in  the  different  numbers  which 
include  some  of  the  highest  class  selec- 
tions. Among  the  renditions  will  be 
"King's  Prayer,"  from  "Lohengrin,"  in 
which  the  parts  will  be  taken  by  Wil- 
liam McNalley,  Florence  McHeury,  Olive 
Gibson,  Daniel  James  and  Samuel  Rowe; 
"Wreck  of  the  Hesperus,"  by  Florence 
McHenry;  a  piano  quartet,  by  Ethel 
Crooks,  Jennie  Snyder,  Lucile  Walters 
and  Bertha  Johnson;  a  fanfare  from 
Sonata  Pontifical,  by  Guy  Nickeson;  a 
piano  solo,  by  G.  Reichenberger,  and  one 
by  Henry  Harty.  Ernest  Scott  will  as- 
sist  Miss   McHenry   in   a  chorus. 

Next  Thursday  there  will  be  gymnastic 
exercises;  Friday,  the  junior  closing  ex- 
ercises will  be  held,  and  Monday,  June 
14,  the  commencement  proper  will  take 
place.  All  the  exercises,  except  the  gym- 
nastic, will  be  held  in  the  chapel  of 
the  institution. 


D. 
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fe/fcrtf  Children 
Give  Concert 

Musical  Program  and  Oper- 
etta Pleases  Large  Audience 
at  Bellefield  Institution. 


The  chapel  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  on  Bellefield 
avenue,  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  ca- 
pacity last  night  for  the  junior  closing  ex- 
ercises of  the  institution,  and  a  program 
that  delighted  the  large  audience  was  ren- 
dered by  the  kindergarten  and  the  first 
four  grades.  The  little  blind  boys  and 
girls  gave  recitations,  sang,  played  on 
violin,  piano  and  organ,  and  closed  with  a 
fairy  operetta  in  three  acts  entitled,  "Boy 
Blue,"  all  the  junior  pupils  participat- 
ing. 

In  the  operetta,  besides  the  principal 
characters,  there  was  a  chorus  of  echo 
elves,  katydids  and  frogs,  all  dressed  to 
represent  the  parts,  and  the  children  en- 
tered, into  the  play  with  the  greatest  zeal 
and  earnestness,  winning  much  applause. 

The  audience  was  captivated  by  the 
sweet  .voice  and  childish  grace  of  Paul 
Burkett,  7  years  old,  who  sang  the  good- 
night song  with  the  junior  and  senior 
choirs  assisting. 


'blind   athletes    perform 



Gymnastic     Exhibition     Is   Given    bj 

Inmates  of  Western  Pen'n= 

svlvania/nstitution. 

Chejfcjlte^fL^he    Western 


ThogtoMmipti^the  Western  Pennsyl- 
vaniaFTtM^fxufion  for  the  Blind  gave  their 
first  gymnastic  exhibition  in  the  new 
Porterfield  memorial  gymnasium  last 
night.  Astonishing  feats  were  performed 
by  the  sightless  boys  and  girls.  They 
participated  in  dumbbell  drills  and  con- 
tests, wand  drills,  pyramid  forming,  rope 
climbing,  roller  skating,  a  club  race  and 
a  barn  dance.  The  exercises  closed  with 
a  swimming  exhibition  in  the  large  pool 
in   the   gymnasium. 

The  girls  wore  athletic  costumes  of  red 
with  White  ties  while  the  boys  wore  suits 
of  white.  The  boys  have  been  doing 
spletadid  work  in  athletics  and  the  girls 
have  been  showing  themselves  almost  the 
equals   of    the    boys. 

The  exercises  were  under  the  direction 
of  R.  R.  Pratt,  the  boys'  physical  direc- 
tor; Joseph  Hicks,  the  assistant  boys' 
director,  and  Miss  Alice  Ray  Price,  the 
girls'  physical  director.  The  closing  ex- 
ercises will  be  held  tomorow  night  when 
a  musical  program  and  the  operetta  "Lit- 
tle Boy  Blue"  will  be   given. 
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FROM  THE  WESTERN  PA. 
SCHOOL. 


The  Report  of  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind,  is 
the  last  to  reach  my  table,  and  just 
barely  in  time  to  be  noted  m  the  last 
issue  of  the  Tablet  for  term.  I  should 
have  beeD  sorry  indeed  to  have 
missed  the  pleasure  of  recording  in 
the  final  number  my  grateful  im- 
pressions of  its  hopeful  contents. 
The  directors  report  with  becoming 
satisfaction  quite  a  number  of  ad- 
vanced steps  the  school  had  taken, 
made  possible  by  the  possession  of 
the  services  of  an  efficient  and  ac- 
complished superintendent  and 
favorable  circumstances  through  tlie 
willing  activities  of  an  excellent 
corps  of  teachers  in  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  Institution.  The  physic- 
al work  has  received  a  great  uplift 
by  an  elaborately  equipped  gymnasi- 
um. She  swimming  pool  is  possibly 
the  finest  in  the  country,  with  all 
sorts  of  sbowers-baths  and  other 
hydropathic  appliances.  They  cer- 
tainly beleive  in  water,  and  there  is 
no  immediate  prospect  of  any  hydro- 
phobia. All  the  arrangements  for 
athletics  are  fine  and  ample,  and  the 
participation  in  the  atnletic  meets  of 
the  several  blind  schools  is  very 
flattering. 

A  much  less  expensive  addition  to 
the  machinery  of  the  school  is  a  re- 
gular store,  conducted  by  the  boys  of 
the  commerical  class  by  monthly 
turn-,  each  having  a  clerk  who  sue 
ceeds  the  manager  and  chooses  a  clerk 


who  is  turn  succeeds  him.  This 
store  has  the  staff  and  the  pupils  for 
customers,  and  eveu  sells  to  neigh- 
bors, and  the  business  is  conducted 
under  proper  supervision,  so  as  to 
impart  as  much  knowledge  of  the 
forms  and  principles  of  business  as 
may  be,  which,  in  connection  with 
the  instruction  in  the  commercial 
school,  ought  to  give  the  pupils  the 
best  possible,  equipment  for  wliat  is 
regarded  by  many  as  the  most  avaih- 
able  occupation  for  the  sightless. 

The  superintendent,  Mr.  McAioney 
mentions  in  his  Report,  that  he  and 
his  principal  teacher,  Miss  Harris, 
have  been  afforded  the  opportunity 
of  visiting  some  of  the  neighboring 
schools,  wUere  they  have  been  hospit- 
ably received,  and  afforded  every 
facility  for  observing  methods  and 
examining  appliances,  and  gathering 
richly  from  the  experience  of  sim- 
ilar institutions.  The  school  is  now 
delighted  with  the  early  prospect  of 
additional  buildings  for  caring  more 
suitably  for  the  kindergartuers  and 
and  small  children  generally.  The 
indiscriminate  mingling  of  children 
with  older  boys  and  girls  is  certainly 
not  conducive  to  healthy  progress  in 
morals,  as  is  the  common  judgment 
of  all  who  uave  had  the  care  of 
children. 

A  most  praise-worthy  feature  of 
both  State  Institutions  is  that  they 
work  in  entire  harmony,  and  cooper- 
ate wherever    the    interests     of    the 

sightless  are  involved  and  can  be 
promoted  thereby.  My  valued 
friend,  Mr.  Delfino  is  the  tield-officer 
of  both    Institutions. 
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CARING  FOR  TIE 
SIGHTLESS  ONES 



western  Pennsylvania  In- 

^stitution  ...fbrJJuuBtod  - 

Doing  Good  Work 

RECORD  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Most  Interesting  and  Instructive  is  the 
twenty-first  annual  report  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
whose  commodious  buildings  are  located 
on  Bellefleld  avenue,  between  Center  and 
Fifth   avenues,   Pittsburg. 

The  report,  quite  a  comprehensive  and 
exhaustive  one,  is  published  in  a  pamph- 
let of  nearly  100  pages,  in  which  there 
are  numerous  halftones  giving  the  reader 
an  accurate  view  of  the  buildings,  the 
classes  and  the  sightless  boys  and  girls 
at  work  and  play. 

In  his  report  for  the  year  to  the  board 
of  directors,  Superintendent  Thomas  S. 
McAloney  calls  attention  to  the  decided 
Increase  in  pupils  for  the  year.    He  says: 

"Since  my  last  report  130  pupils  have  re- 
ceived the  benefits  of  the  institution.  The 
enrollment  of  pupils  during  the  present 
session  was  122.  Of  these  73  were  boys 
and    49    girls. 

"The  efforts  of  the  Institution  to  reach 
every  blind  child  in  the  western  part  of 
the  state  is  meeting  with  reasonable  suc- 
cess. Our  field  officer,  Libario  Delflno,  is 
himself  blind,  and  is  well  qualified  for 
the  position.  He  has  visited  10  counties 
and  obtained  the  names  of  a  number  of 
blind  children.  At  each  home  visited  h» 
left  literature  and  interested  the  family 
in  our  work.  He  has  also  made  a  num- 
ber of  public  addresses  on  this  subject 
and  demonstrated  what  the  blind  are  able 
to  accomplish.  This  campaign  of  educa- 
tion will  result  in  much  good  and  should 
be  the  means  of  persuading  parents  to 
send  their  childreh  to  school.  In  cases 
where  the  field  officer  fails  in  his  efforts 
some  means  should  be  devised  whereby 
these  little  sightless  ones  should  not  be 
allowed  to  grow  up  in  Ignorance  and 
in  a  state  of  helplessness,  depending  upon 
charity  for  support.-" 


The  manual  tx&ining;  and  industrial 
departments  are  the  medium  whereby 
the  boys  and  girls  are  taught  useful 
handiwork.  The  boys  are  taught  broom 
making  and  piano  tuning,  while  the 
.girls  are  instructed  in  various  kinds 
&f  sewing.  The  industrial  department 
was  awarded  first  honors  and  a  prize 
of  $10  at  the  interstate  fair  at  Johns- 
town last  year.  Through  the  generos- 
ity of  Charles  L.  Taylor  a  printing  of4 
flee  for  the  blind  has  been  established^ 
With  this  printing  office  the  institu- 
tion can  now  place  in  the  hands  of  the 
pupils  up-to-date   text  books,   etc. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer.  C.  F. 
Dean,  for  the  year  follows:  Receipts, 
$68,201.87;  disbursements,  $58,615.33, 
leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of  $9,586.54. 

The  officers  and  directors  are:  Presi- 
dent, H.  Kirke  Porter;  first  vice  presi- 
dent, J.  M.  Schoonmaker;  second  vice 
president,  William  L.  Abbott;  secre- 
tary, O-  M.  Edwards;  treasurer,  C.  F. 
Dean;'  directors.  Charles  L.  Taylor, 
.Lawrence  Dilworth,  Charles  F.  Dean. 
O.  M.  Edwards.  W.  L.  Abbott.  Joseph 
H.  Holmes.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker.  H.  K. 
Porter,  Dr.  W.  F.  Robeson;  counselor, 
A.  M.  Brown. 

The  instructors  are:  Literary  de- 
partment, Miss  Ora  H.  J.  Harris:  prin- 
cipal, R.  R.  Pratt;  Mrs.  Guibert  De  La 
Mache,  Miss  Hannah  I.  Houston.  Miss 
M.  Edna  Caskey,  Miss  Florence  I.  Grif- 
fith; music,  W.  L.  Mayer,  director;  Miss 
E.  Jean  Howell,  Miss  Sarah  E.  Taylor, 
Miss  Daisy  Carlson;  manual  training, 
J.  M.  Richard,  Miss  Anna  Jacons.  V.  L. 
Hamlin,  Miss  Florence  I.  Griffith; 
household  affairs,  Miss  Nannie  B. 
Fisher,  matron;  Miss  Louise  Grimes, 
bookkeeper;  Randolph  R.  Pratt,  physi- 
cal director  and  boys'  supervisor;  Mrs. 
K.  P.  Miller,  boys'  governess;  Mrs.  M. 
N.  Taylor,  girls'  governess;  Miss  Sally 
Cook,  assistant  governess;  W.  F.  Robe- 
son, ophthalmologist-  M.  Ross  Gibson, 
dentist;  'James  I.  Johnston,  visUting 
physician. 

The  institution  is  Incorporated  under 
the  laws  of  the  state."  and  pupils  who 
are  unable  to  pay  for  t.nelr  tuition  or 
contribute  anything  toward  their  sup- 
port are  given  the  full  benefits  and 
privileges  of  the  school  free  of  charge. 


Tutjgfrvirg,  Pai,,    D'ts^tc^.       _ 
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fewest  Building  Projects, 

A  number  off  large  building  operations 
lire  soon  to  be  started  both  in  this  city 
end  in  outlying  towns.  The  contract  for 
the  $30,000  kindergarten  for  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the  Biiaa  in 
Oakland  will  be  let  in  a  day  or  two.  The 
building  will  be  three  stories  and  will 
measure  149x45  feet.  James  L.  Stuart 
is  said  to  be  the  lowest  bidder  for  the 
job.  Bids  will  close  this  week  for  the 
erection  of  the  Mait^and  Alexander  $50,000 
residence  at  838  Lincoln  avenue,  North- 
eide.  A  half-dozen  or  more  local  firms  are 
after  the  contract. 


Putl^&bvirg.     'a^.,   Gcixe'T^-  J 
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TO  EflBll  THEIR 

Movement  Is  to  Be  Inaugurated 

by  the  Women's  Clubs  of 

Allegheny  County. 


A  movement  to-  look  after  the  adult 
blind  of  Allegheny  county  and  give  them 
opportunities  to  better  their  condition  will 
be  inaugurated  at  a  meeting  to  be  held 
shortly  under  the  direction  of  the  con- 
gress of  the  Women's  Clubs  of  Allegheny 
jounty. 

It  is  the  idea  to  establish  workshops 
for  the  adult  blind  where  they  can  earn 
:heir  own  livelihood  by  basket  weaving, 
>room  making,  salesmanship,  stenog- 
raphy, chair  caning  and  rug  weaving. 
The  intention  is  to  make  those  afflicted 
self-supporting,  and  the  public  will  prob- 
ably be  asked  to  give  financial  impetus 
:o  the  movement  at  an  entertainment 
.vhich  will  probably  be  held  next  month. 

A    census    of    the    blind    in    Allegheny  I 
county    has    already    been    taken,    during  ' 
arhich    it    was    proved    that    many    cases 
)f    blindness    could    have    been    prevented 
f    proper    precautions    had    been    taken, 
md  remedies   applied  ear'y. 
Miss    Helen    Keller,,    the    famous    deaf, 
imb  and  blind  girl,  of  Wrentham,  Mass., 
hose  aid  in  this  movement  was  sought, 
nd  who  was  asked  to  attend  a  meeting 
t  the  Western   Pennsylvania   Institution 
or  the  Blind,  in  sending  her  regrets  that 
;he  could  not  come  here,  wrote  in  part: 

"I  am  delighted  that  the  work  for  the 
adult  blind  has  reached  Pittsburgh.  I 
hope  the  movement  will  receive  prompt 
and  liberal  support  from  public-spirited 
citizens.  No  claim  upon  humanity  is 
stronger  than  that  of  the  idle  blind,;  for 
their  most  grievous  burden  is  not  lack 
of  sight,  but  lack  of  useful  employment. 
It  is  charity  to  give  the  sightless  a  liv- 
ing. It  is  better  than  charity  to  give 
them  opportunity  to  earn  their  support. 
The  problem  of  employing  the  blind  is 
a  grave  one,  but  ultimately  the  work  of] 
preventing  blindness  is  still  more  im- 
portant, and  I  am  glad  the  Woman's 
Clubs  of  Allegheny  county  realize  this." 
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WILL  LECTURE  IN    i 
BEHALF  OF  WORK 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

Chafles  F.  Campbell  Is  to  Make 
Address  in  Chamber  of  Com- 


merce 


Charles  F.  F.  Campbell  will  give  a  lec- 
ture on  Friday  afternoon,  at  3  o'clock,  in 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  It  will  be  il- 
lustrated by  beautifully  colored  lantern 
slides  and  unique  motion  pictures,  on  the 
remarkable  educational  and  trade  train- 
ing work  done  in  the  various  colleges 
and  institutions  for  the  blind  throughout 
the  world,  and  the  wonderful  possibilities 
of  usefulness  and  the  voriety  of  occupa- 
tions which  can  be  put  in  the  way  of  the 
sightless,  by  means  of  schools  and  train- 
ing institutions  for  those  who  are  thus 
deprived.  No  charge  will  be  made  for 
admission,  and  a  cordial  invitation  is 
extended  to  the  general  public  to  be 
present. 

Mr.  Campbell  is  a  son  of  the  renowned 
Sir  Francis  Campbell,  founder  and  prin- 
cipal of  the  Royal  Normal  College  and 
Academy  of  Music  for  the  Blind,  London , 
Eng.  Sir  Francis,  blind  from  childhood, 
due  to  an  accident,  has  devoted  his  life 
to  improving  the  condition  of  the  sight- 
less and  has  accomplished  wonderful  re- 
sults. 

The  lecturer  is  superintendent  of  the° 
industrial  department  of  the  Massachus- 
etts commission  for  the  blind,  which  is 
well  established  and  doing  splendid  work, 
and  he  is  also  editor  of  the  Outlook  for 
the  Blind,  a  magazine  published  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  together  those  inter- 
ested in  the  work  for  the  blind.  7t  has 
rearders  in  all  parts  of  the  world  and  its 
valb-e-  cannot  be  estimated. 

The  lecture  will  be  given  under  the 
auspices  of  the  committee  for  the  blind 
in  Pittsburg.  This  committee  was  formed 
by  the  appointment  of  a  member  from 
each  club  affiliated  with  the  Congress  ol 
Women's  Clubs  of  Allegheny  County,  but 
it  was  the  concensus  of  opinion  of  all 
present  at  the  committee  meeting  last 
week    that    it    would    be    best    to    form    a 


separate  organization,  as  the  clubs  have 
such  a  variety  of  interests  and  this  work 
would  progress  mor^  systematically  and 
succes!*fHll:  «    society 

with  finiti  lew.     The 

work  will   have  a  ..two-oFld  put  ; 
viding  suitable  employment-  for  the  adult 
blind,    and    inaugurating    a    campaign    of 
education   for   the   prevention   of  unr 
aary  blindness. 

|  It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the  people  of 
this  city  will  join  heartily  in  upholding 
and  furthering  this  important  work,  and 
avalj  themselves  of  this  splendid  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  what  is  being  accomp- 
lished along  this  line. 
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For  Adui 

Presenting    a    minstrel 
members  of  the  Pittsbi 
American  Institute, 
mittee     appdroted^hj^    tl 
W<jj^flSe  GIwm^i  Westel 
f 


how  given  by 
Chapter  of  the 
king,  the  corn- 
Congress  of 
Pennsylvania 
rk^JTmong  the  adult  blind  will  give 
entertainment  in  the  Carnegie  Music 
Hall  on  or  near  November  18.  The  origi- 
nal date  eet  for  the  affair  was  late  this 
month,  but  a  new  date  was  chosen  at  the 
meeting  of  the  committee  on  Thursday,  at 
McCreery's.  Its  purpose  is  to  establish  a 
fund  for  the  opening  of  some  industry  or 
industries  in  Pittsburg  by  which  the  adult 
blind  may  be  enabled  to  make  their  own 
living. 

Announcement  was  made  of  the  illus- 
trated lecture  to  be  given  October  15  at  3 
o'clock  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  by 
Charles  F.  F.  Campbell,  superintendent  of 
the  Massachusetts  Commission  for  the 
Adult  Blind.  This  lecture  will  be  free  and 
all  persons  interested  in  the  work  are  in^ 
vited  to  attend. 
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BANKERS     WILL     ^D 

tute     Plans 
her  Efforts 


BLIND 

American     In^itute/^fins     Mi  petrel 

Show  to  Further  Efforts  of  Con= 

gress  of  Woman's  Clubs. 

Young-  Pittsburgh  bankers  have  volun- 
teered their  services  to  tne  Congress  of 
Woman's  Clubs  of  Allegheny  County,  and 
will  give  one  of  their  well-known  min- 
strel performances  at  a  benefit  enter- 
tainment at  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  Monday 
night,  November  S.  The  act  will  be  sim- 
ilar to  "Bankers  in  Burnt  Cork,"  given 
by  the  Pittsburgh  chapter  of  the  Ameri- 
can Institute  of  Bankers  last  spring. 

The  object  of  the  entertainment  is  to 
provide  workshops  and  an  -  employment 
bureau  for  the  adult  blind  of  the  city. 
Price  of  admission  tickets  will  be  $1,  and 
they  may  be  obtained  from  Miss  Jessie 
Welles,  Carnegie  Library;  Mrs.  Lawrence 
Barr,  Bellefield  avenue,  or  any  member 
of  the   special   committee. 
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or  Blind. 

Charles  Vt  ^•^^"TB^"*  superintende 
of  the  MAsaffiffsettW  Commission  fi 
Blinds JnfrsiarrTved  in  Pittsburg  after  giv 
of  lectures  in  Montreal,  Clev« 
and  other  cities.  Mr.  Campbell  i 
;pert  in  the  work  for  the  blind  an- 
'at  II ie  request  of  the  Commission  for  th< 
Blind  in  this  city,  he  lias  consented  t» 
give  an  illustrated  lecture  in  the  Cham 
ber  of  Commerce  at  ">  o'clock  tomorrov 
afternoon.  This  is  a  splendid  opportunity 
to  learn  what  the  blind  are  accomplishing 
in  other  cities  and  will  be  very  interesting 
and  helpful  to  the  people  of  Pittsburg  ii 
the  movement  here. 
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wiglthe  Blind. 

!t  work  which  is  being  done 
ie  Massachusetts  commission  for  the 
>lind   has  previously  been  made  the  sub- 
ject  of  commentary   in    these    columns 
with  a  view  to  stimulating  interest  in  a 
local  movement  on  similar'  lines.     That 
movement  is  now   well  under  way,  the 
club  women  of  Pittsburgh  having  taken 
it  up  with  a  manifest  determination  to 
carry  it  on  in  a  practical  and  energetic 
manner.  Some  valuable  suggestions  on  the 
mode    of   procedure   were    given    to   the 
women      yesterday     by    Superintendent 
Campbell    ,of  the     Massachusetts    com- 
mission,   in    a    lecture    delivered    at   the 
Chamber    of      Commerce     rooms.      Mr. 
Campbell    showed    a   variety    of    articles 
manufactured  by  the  blind,  described  the 
system  of  industrial  training  used  in  the 
blind    schools   and   urged   the   establish- 
ment of  a  separate  organization  here  to 
secure  the  establishment  of  such  a  sys- 
tem and  to  raise  funds  for  its  support. 
No  doubt  his  advice  will  be  found  serv- 
iceable by  those  interested  in  the  cause 
of  the  blind.     In  any  case,  it  is  certain 
that  the  local  movement  will  be  pursued 
with  renewed  energy.     The  women  who 
have    assumed    responsibility   for   it   are 
profoundly   in   earnest   and  their  appeal 
for  general  co-operation  should  not,  and 
will  not,  fail  to  produce  good  results. 
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Prof*  Pratt  Leaves 

Blind  Institution 

Popular     lnstru<5gtj$f    Has     Ac- 
cept^<±an^Sppointment  in  a 
;w""Mexico  School. 


Prof.  R.  R.  Pratt  of  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind  in 
Bellefield  avenue,  has  severed  his  con- 
nection with  this  institution  and  is  now 
speeding  to  Alamogordo,  N.  M.,  where  he 
will  assume  charge  of  the  institution  for 
the  blind  in  that  city.  The  pupils  and 
the  management  of  the  school  in  Belle- 
field  avenue  are  deploring  his  loss,  as  he 
was  considered  one  of  the  best  instructors 
the  school  has  ever  had. 

Prof.  Pratt  is  a  graduate  of  the  West 
Chester  Normal  school,  and  was  for  sev- 
eral years  principal  of  schools  near  Clay- 


ton,  Delaware.  He  entered  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  Blind  in  tins 
city  three  years  ago  and  helped  to  bring 
the  school  up  to  its  present  high  posi- 
tion. He  understood  the  blind,  and  as  a 
result  many  tears  were  shed  when  he 
bade  his  pupils  good  bye. 

For  several  months  the  directors  of  the 
New  Mexico  school  tried  to  engage  his 
services,  A  short  tirne  age  he  visited 
the  schools  and  on  his  return  to  this 
city  decided  that  he  had  a  special  call  to 
take  charge  of  them.  When  he  an- 
nounced his  decision  as  final  to  the  local 
board  of  directors,  Superintendent 
Thomas  S.  McAloney,  who  was  loath  to 
part  with  him,  conveyed  to  him  the  re- 
gret of  the  officials  of  the  institution. 
Prof.  Pratt  is  30  years  old.  ^Jk 


Pat 


XI  y  c\  ,      jPai  ■ ,   i;  i  S  [^u  a* 


to    , 


October      \c\.     \^0^. 


Plans  for  its  enteAainment  to  be  given 
November  8  for  thJbenefit  of  a  fund  to 
establish  an  in(ki|ra  for  the  blind^jBfire 
discussed  'Qt^tf  nreefflmg  of  thu  vUmmittee 
in  jMk&rheld  yesterday  at  Mc'Creery's. 
THeyentertainment,  which  will  be  in  the 
Carnegie  Music  Hall,  will  present  a  min- 
strel show  by  the  Bank  Clerks'  Associa- 
tion. Frederick  H.  Eggers  and  Jean  Phil- 
lips have  charge  of  the  show  and  C.  Marion 
Couch  is  the  coach.  Rehearsals  will  start 
tomorrow  evening.  Already  over  1,000 
tickets  have  been  sold.  Mrs.  Lawrence 
Ban*  and  Miss  Jessie  Wells  have  charge  of 
the  tickets.  The  program  committee  is 
composed  of  Mrs.  Lawrence  Barr  (chair- 
man). Mrs.  M.  Ruslander,  Mrs.  Robert  D. 
Coard,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Cline,  Mrs.  James 
Ward,  Jr.,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Keyser,  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Neglev.  Miss  Maze  Vandergrift,  Mrs. 
S.  R.  McCullough,  Mrs.  John  S.  Flannery, 
Mrs.  S.  S.  Hoffheimer,  Miss  Minnie  R. 
Kuhn,  Miss  Pauline  Black  and  Mrs.  M. 
Catherine  Norwood.  The  general  commit- 
tee will  hold  another  meeting  next  Tues- 
day at  McCreery's.  ^^ 
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Fu/id  /or  £//nd  Industry. 

A  meeting  ofl^t!  t(p  in  charge  of 

the-^|m»nnK'-it   for  the  Benefit   of  the 
fund   f<  an  industiy   for  the 

blind  Will  be  held  at  McCreery's  on  Tues- 
day at  2  o'clock.  All  members  of  the  pro- ' 
gram  committee  are  urged  to  be  present 
and  present  their  reports.  The  entertain- 
ment, -which  will  be  given  in  the  Carnegie 
Music  Hall  on  the  evening  of  November 
8,  will  consist  of  the  members  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Chapter  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Banking,  in  a  minstrel  show,  similar  to  the 
one  given  by  the  same  organization  so  suc- 
cessfully last  spring.  The  entertainment 
will  be  followed,  by  a  dance.  Rehearsals 
were  begun  last  week  and  the  affair  prom- 
ises to  De  a  most  successful  one.  A  long 
list  of  patronesses  will  soon  be  announc^il* 
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Minstrels  Will  Give    0 
Rehearsal  at  City  Farm 


*1any    Patronessls    Announced 

for  Benefit, imertainment 

for"  Adult  Blind. 


A  long  list  of  patronesses  is  announced 
ror  the  benefit  entertainment  to  r; 
[tioney  to  establish  a  shop  for  tin- 
blmd^phich  will  be  given  on  Monday 
e'WWrlg,  November  S.  Other  plans  are 
also  progressing  well. 

Special  committees  reported  at  the 
meeting-  of  the  general  committee  for  the 
blind  yesterday  afternoon  in  McCreery's 
private  dining  room,  Mrs.  Moses  Rus- 
lander  presiding.  Carnegie  Music  hall 
will  be  decorated  for  the  minstrel  show, 
which  will  be  given  by  the  members  of 
the  Pittsburgh  chapter  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Bankers.  It  will  be  followed, 
by  a  dance  in  the  ball  room  of  the  Hotel 
Schenley,  which  will  also  be  handsomely 
decorated.  The  young  men  will  act  a^ 
floor  committee. 


The  officers  and  directors  of  the  chap- 
ter are:  President,  J.  E.  Rovensky;  vice 
president,  A.  J.  Markland;  secretary,  B. 
O.  7  Nil;  treasurer,  Charles  A.  Seibert; 
directors,  F.  T.  Loeffler,  Clarence  G. 
Pfordt,  H.  G.  Hetzel,  Ralph  W.  Mercer, 
J.  Howard  Blair,  E.  S.  Eggers,  J.  H. 
Arthur,  A.  W.  Schreiber,  S.  M.  Shelley, 
J.  R.  Jones,  D.  H.  Thomas  and  H.  W. 
Loose. 

The  chairmen  of  committees  for  the 
entertainment  and  dance  include  the  fol- 
lowing: Program,  Mrs.  Lawrence  Barr; 
tickets,  Miss  Jessie  Wells;  printing,  Mrs. 
M.  Ruslander;  decorations,  Mrs.  Robert 
D.  Coard;  dance,  Jean  Phillips,  and  floor, 
Fred  Eggers. 

The  young  men  will  have  a  dress  re- 
hearsal of  the  minstrel  show  on  Friday 
evening  of  next  week  at  the  city  farm, 
Marshalsea. 

Among  the  patronesses  are  Mrs.  John  G. 
Holmes,  Miss  Eleanor  Holmes.  Mrs.  James 
M.  Schoonmaker,  Mrs.  Charles  D.  Taylor,  Mrs. 
H.  l.,ee  Mason,  Mrs.  Willis  F.  MeCook,  Mrs. 
James  M.  Hammond,  Mrs.  William  H.  House. 
Miss  Bertha  Fisher,  Mrs.  Henry  J.  Bailey, 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Blair,  Mrs.  Thomas  McAloney, 
Mrs.  Robert  D.  Coard,  Mrs.  Samuel  A.  Am- 
nion, Miss  Minnie  Kuhn,  Mrs.  Moses  Ruslan- 
der, Mrs.  Enoch  Rauh,  Mrs.  Hugo  Rosen- 
berg, Mrs.  Levi  Bird  Duff,  Mrs.  Lawrence 
Barr,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Stevenson,  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Stillwagon,  Miss  Suzanne  Beatty,  Mrs.  John 
S.  Flannery,  Miss  Pauline  Block,  Mrs.  F.  C. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Annie  E.  Smith,  Miss  Beulah 
Kennard,  Mrs.  M.  K.  MoMullin,  Mrs.  Dilworth 
McClelland,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Reick,  Mrs.  J.  K. 
Keyser,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Craighead,  Mrs.  M, 
(Catherine  Norwood,  Mrs.  William  J.  Askin, 
Mrs.  Arthur  G.  Burgoyne,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Roberts, 
Mrs.  Francis  Vandergrift,  Dr.  Edith  Waldie, 
Mrs.  C.  K.  Owens,  Miss  Jane  Turnbull.  Mrs. 
3ass  Sunstein,  Mrs.  J.  Ludwlg  Koethen.  Mrs. 
3eorse  Kramer,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Given,  Mrs.  Adam 
Appcl,  Mrs.  J.  C.  DeXoon,  Mrs.  George  HuHck, 
Mrs.  Charles  G.  Banker.  Mrs.  William  Aher- 
:rombie.  Mrs.  C.  T.  Miller.  Mrs.  W.  A.  ('line. 
Miss  Julia  M.  Moran,  Mrs.  Sophia  F.  Miller, 
Mrs.  Oliver  S.  Hershman.  Mrs.  W.  Miller.  Mrs. 
L..  Staving,  Mrs.  L.  Pearson,  Mrs.  M.  Hansel, 
Mrs.  F.  Leech.  Mrs.  George  Cane,  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Delp.  Mrs.  L.  C.  Hershberger.  Miss  Tillie  Sun- 
>tein,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Lazarus.  Mrs.  William 
Mittleburger,  Miss  Miriam  Schoenfeld.  Mrs. 
R.  Van  Baalam,  Mrs.  Henry  Jackson,  Mrs.  W. 
Li.  Kann.  Mrs.  Bennett  Levy,  Mrs.  Herman 
Mayer,  Mrs.  Oscar  Oppenheimer.  Mrs.  Harry 
Strasburgcr.  Miss  Aimee  Leona  Weil.  Mrs.  B. 
L#.  Hershfield.  Mrs.  Aaron  DeRoy,  "Mrs.  S.  S. 
Hoffhelmer,  Mrs.  Meyer  Fink,  Miss  Birdie 
Hyman,  Miss  Sara  Sweeney.  Mrs.  Joseph 
Cowley,  Mrs.  August  Wiegand,  Mrs.  Sam  P. 
3ipe,  Mrs.  Stanley  Smith.  Mrs.  S.  .  L.  McCul- 
louuh.    Mrs.     Howard    M.     Our  S.    L. 

Fleishman.  Mrs.  A.  J.  Pearlfl&.f  .*%-  Charles 
Joseph.  Miss  Pauline  Hirsch.Vyl  ■  I  Marks 
Browarskv,  Mrs.  S.  Davis.  Miss^BpWine  Bul- 
lock. Mrs.  James  W.  Cheswright.  *Irs.  G  V 
Rankin.  Mrs.  W.  E.  Gelston.  Mrs.  Laura 
Knorr   and    Miss    Clarissa   Moffatt. 
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Helen  Keller  Heartily  Ap- 
proves Plans  to  Teach 
Blind  How  to  Work 


NEW    ERA    IS    COMING 


Blind  stenographers,  male  and 
female  massage  experts,  salesmen 
and   saleswomen,    manufacturers 
ii  rugs  and  other  woven  products, 
carpenters,     broom     and     basket 
makers,   and   the   passing   of   the 
blind  beggar  and  musician  from 
the  streets,  are  some  of  the  com- 
ing probabilities  embodied  in  the 
projected  plans  of  a  committee  of 
prominent    clubwomen    and    the 
management     of      the      Western 
Pennsylvania   Institution   for   the 
Blind  in  Bellefield. 

An  active  campaign  is  about  to  be 
started  to  raise  sufficient  funds  to  buy 
enough  realty,  centrally  located,  to  erect 
a  large  factory  in  which  the  blind  will  be 
taught  how  to  earn  a  livelihood  for 
themselves,  and  thus  relieve  the  public 
of  a  burden  which  it  has  supported  to  a 
large  extent  for  years. 

Helen  Keller,  the  cultivated  and  tal- 
ented blind  woman  of  Massachusetts,  has 
written  to  Superintendent  T.  S.  Mc- 
Aloney,  of  the  Bellefield  institution,  her 
joyous  commendation  of  the  plan. 

A  big  meeting  will  be  called  soon  to  in- 
'form  the  general  public  of  the  scope  of 
the  movement  and  its  alms,  and  to  re- 
quest financial  and  moral  support.  There 
will  be  an  unique  minstrel  performanre 
to  assist  In  raising  funds  and  advertise 
the  campaign  undertaken  by  the  women's 
clubs  of  the  county,  the  managers  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  institution,  the 
Associated  Charities  and  kindred  organi- 
zations. 


At  a  joint  meeting:  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  women's  clubs  of  Allegheny 
county  and  Superintendent  McAloney  and 
directors  of  the  Bellefield  blind  institution 
last  February,  the  following  assisting 
committee  was  named  from  the  women's 
clubs:  Mrs.  Moses  Rush  lander,  of  the 
Council  of  Jewish  Women,  chairman-  Dr 
Amelia  Dranga;  Miss  Jessie  Welles,  of  the 
Oakland  Carnegie  library;  Mrs.  John 
Flannery  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  Barr. 

Under  the  direction  of  this  committee 
and  the  Western  institution,  a  census  of 
blind  persons  in  Pittsburg  is  being  taken 
Those  found  have  been  asked  to  enumer- 
ate circumstances  surrounding  their  af- 
fliction—at what  age  they  lost  their  sight 
and  by  what  means,  and  the  amount  of 
money  they  earn. 

This  information  will  be  used  in  ar- 
ranging courses  in  the  proposed  new 
shops.  Similar  factories  for  the  employ- 
ment of  the  blind  are  already  in  opera- 
tion in  several  other  cities,  and  the  Mas- 
sachusetts legislature  has  appropriated 
$10,000  yearly  for  five  years  for  the  sup- 
port of  shops  in  Boston  and  elsewhere 
;  in  the  state. 

j  An  employment  bureau  will  be  a  prom- 
inent feature  of  the  new  institution  and 
through  it  every  blind  man  or  woman  in 
Pittsburg  will  be  able  to  secure  honest 
employment  at  good  wages  and  there  will 
be  no  need  for  blind  persons  to  beg  or 
ask  support  off  the  public.  There  will 
be  a  commercial  department  in  connection 
with  the  factory. 
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Meeting   of  Committee  for  Blind. 

Mrs.  M.  Rusl^niSerlbas  called  a  meeting 

of  the  committee  for  the  blind  next  Tuos- 


da 


9f££/j*fre6n  at  3  o'clock  in  McCreery's 
tte  dining  room  to  hear  reports  re- 
ling  the  benefit  entertainment,  a  min- 
strel show,  to  be  presented  in  Carnegie 
Music  hall  on  November  S.  A  successful 
rehearsal  of  the  young  bank  clerks  who 
will  give  the  evening's  performance,  wa 
held  last  evening  in  the  Wabash  buildin 
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Will  Soonk(JpBK  Shop. 

planned  and,  presented  within 
ian  a  month's  time,  the  Pittsburgh; 
clerks'  benefit  on  Monday  evening! 
for  the  adult  blind  will  enable  the  com-! 
mittee  to  go  ahead  with  its  scheme  for, 
opening  a  shop  wh«fe  the  adult  blind  may 
be  employed  ano^fb  start  a  market  for  the- 
sale   of  their  work. 

The  receipts  indicate  that  $1,3  00  will 
be  cleared.  The  program  netted  over 
$500.  and  while  the  expenses  for  both  the 
minstrel  show  in  Carnegie  Music  hall  and 
the  dance  in  the  Hotel  Schenley  were 
heavy,  the  net  receipts  will  provide  suffi- 
cient funds  for  starting  the  proposed  new 
line  of  work.  A  meeting  will  be  held  in 
a  few  days  to  close  accounts  as  far  as 
possible. 
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TOiJLl  ACTORS 
■  WILL  PUSHTU  PLAY 
III  SCHOOL 


Students  at  Institution  for 

Training  the  Sightless 

in  Fine  Program. 


THE  PUBLIC  IS  INVITED 


The  pupils  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind  will  enter  into 
the  spirit  of  the  Christmas  season  in  many- 
ways,  but  just  now  are  eagerly  preparing 
for  a  Christmas  play,  which  will  be  given 
"Wednesday  evening,  December  22,  at  the 
school,  on  Belllefield  avenue.  The  children 
will  be  in  costume.  Invitations  will  not 
be  sent  out,  but  a  cordial  invitation  is 
extended  to  the  many  friends  of  the 
school,  and  all  who  wish  to  attend. 

"Ls  Santa  Claus  a  Friend?"  is  the  title 
of  the  play,  from  the  pen  of  Cfffolvn 
Wells.     The  cast  follows: 

Prisoner,  Santa  Claus,  Samuel  Rowe;  Judg< 
"William  McNally;  counsel  for  prosecutloi 
Robert  Davidson;  counsel  for  defendant,  Gu 
Nickeson;  crier,  Ernest  Scott;  usher,  Danie 
James;  jury— Father  Time,  Henry  Harty 
Mother  Goose,  Margie  Stewart;  The  Sand 
man,  Joseph  Swoboda;  Pierrot,  Wesley  Stevens 
May  Queen,  Lucille  "Walter;  Jack  Frost,  Ray 
mond  Allgler;  Doll.  Melda  Montgomery;  Jack 
o" -Lantern,  Howard  Sweely;  St.  Valentine 
Nathaniel  Evans;  Fairy,  Annalone  Hervey 
April  Fool.  Eugene  Morgret;  Goddess  of  Lib 
erty,  May  Levy;  witness  for  prosecution 
Dame  Rumor,  May  Vath;  witnesses  for  de 
fendant,  History,  Shirley  Budke;  Tradition 
Mary  Hunter;  Poetry,  Jennie  Snyder;  Folk- 
Lore,    Autumn    Drake;    Brownies,    children,    etc. 

The  committee  for  this  entertainment 
consists  of  three  members  of  the  faculty, 
Misses  Hannah  I.  Houston  and  Ruth  Per- 
mar  and  W.  L.  Mayer.  The  musical  pro- 
gram follows: 


Organ,  "Offertoire  in  Eb,"  Jennie  Snyder; 
vocal,  "Plantation  Melody,"  Oliver  Gibson; 
piano,  "Etude  de  Style  Op.  14  No.  1,"  Ba- 
vinia,  Bertha  Johnson;  musical  dramatization 
of  "Is  Santa  Claus  a  Fraud?"  violin,  "Cava- 
tina,"  Walter  Paczkowski;  piano,  by  ele- 
mentary students;  duo,  "Silent  Night,  Holy 
Night,"  Martha  Bowers  and  Christine  Steel; 
solo,  "Bondo,"  Annalene  Harvey;  vocal,  "Fear 
Ye  Not,  O  Israel,"  May  Yath;  choral,  sex- 
tette from  "Lucia,"  Florence  McHenry,  May 
Vath.  Dan  James,  Samuel  Rowe,  William 
McNally.  Ernest  Scott;  "Glory  Blessing,  Hl- 
lelujah;"  soprano  solo,  Florence  McHenry;/ 
basso  eolo,  Ernest  Scott;  chorus  of  the  in- 
stitution. 
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FOR  BLIND  KITS 


Dream  Patron  of  Children  to 

Be  Made  as  Realistic 

as  Possible 


DOIN'S      AT      ASYLUM 


Although  they  are  sightless,  and  for 
that  reason  many  would  think  they  have 
not  much  for  which  to  rejoice,  pupils  of 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Tn-iMtiili~n-^Ti« 
the  Blind  will  take  part  in  Christmas  fes- 
'JWHITiffMlMM^H,,  ,  wMimliiniiflfX^hj-  as  other 
happy  children  in  this  busy  city.  Inci- 
dentally they  will  give  a  Christmas  play 
Wednesday  evening,  December  22,  at  8 
o'clock  at  the  school  on  Belleneld  avenue. 

The  children,  to  whom  the  falling  snow 
flakes  are  a  name  only,  will  be  in  cos- 
tume, and  the  entertainment  promises  to ' 
he  exceedingly  attractive.  Formal  invi- 
tations will  not  be  issued,  but  a  cordial 
invitation  is  extended  to  the  friends  of 
the  school  and  those  in  sympathy  with 
the  misfortunes  of  the  sightless. 

The  play  is  entitled  "Is  Santa  Claus  a 
Fraud?"  and  it  was  written  by  Carolyn 
Wells.  Old  Santa  will  be  on  trial,  chary ed 
by  Dame  Rumor  with  being  a  plain  Laker. 
Father  Time,  with  flowing  beard  and 
scythe,  will  appear  as  a  witness,  a 
many  other  characters  of  poetry  and 
eong.   all   fittingly   costumed   to   carry  out 


the  spirit  of  the  occasion.  There  will  be 
a  judge  and  a  jury,  and  dear  old  Kris 
Kringle  will  have  much  to  answer  for. 
But  he  is  ready. 

The  parts  they  will  take  and  those  who 
will  participate  in  the  trial  will  be: 

Prisoner,  Santa  Claus,  Samuel  Rowe; 
judge.  William  McNally;  counsel  for 
prosecution,  Robert  Davidson;  counsel  for 
defeudant,  Guy  Niekeson;  crier,:'  Ernest 
Scott;  usher,  Daniel  Jan 

Jury  — Father  Time,  Henry  Harty; 
Mother  Goose,  Margie  Stja^art^JThe  Sand- 
man, Joseph  Swobod^j^Hfeinl'  -Wesley 
Stevens;  May  Queen,  Lucille  Walter; 
Jack  Frost,  Raymond  Allgier;  Doll,  Mel- 
da  Montgomery;  Jack-o'-Lantern,  Howard 
Sweely;  Saint  Valentine,  Nathaniel  Ev- 
ans; Fairy,  Annalene  Hervey;  April  Fool, 
Eugene  Morgret;  Goddess  of  Liberty,  May 
Levy. 

Witness  for  prosecution— Dame  Rumor, 
May  Vath.  Witnesses  for  defendant— His- 
tory, Shirley  Budke;  Tradition,  Mary 
Hunter;  Poetry,  Jennie  Snyder;  Folk 
Lore,  Autumn  Drake,  Brownies,  chil- 
dren,  etc. 

The    committee    In    charge    consists    of 

three  members  of  the  faculty,  Hannah  I, 

Houston,  Ruth  Permar  and  W.  L.  Mayer. 

The  program  follows: 

Organ— "Offertoire   in    E    flat,"    Batiste, 

Jennie   Snyder. 

Vocal— Plantation  melody,  Clutsam,  Oli- 
ver Gibson. 

Piano— "Etude  do  Style  Op.  14,  No.  1," 
Ravinia,  Bertha  Johnson. 

A  musical  dramatization  of  the  ques- 
tion,  "Is  Santa  Claus  a  Fraud?" 

Violin— "Cavatina,"  Raff,  Walter  Pacz- 
kowski. 

Piano—  (Elementary  students),  (a)  duo, 
"Silent  Night,  Holy  Night,"  Martha  Bow- 
ers and  Christine  Stoel;  (b)  solo,  Rondo, 
Kuhlan,  Annalene  Hervey. 

Vocal— "Fear  Ye  Not,  O  Israel,"  Buck, 
May  Vath. 

Choral— (a)  Sextet  from  "Lucia,"  Doni- 
zetti, Florence  McHenry,  May  Vath,  Dan 
James,  Samuel  Rowe,  William  McNally, 
Ernest  Scott;  (b)  "Glory  Blessing,  Halle- 
lujah."  Luvallcp, 

Soprano  solo,  Florence  McHenry;  basso 
solo,  Ernest  Scott.  Chorus  of  the  Insti- 
tution. 

About  25  pupils  will  not  go  home  for 
Christmas  because  of  the  distance  and 
other  reasons.  For  these  there  will  be  an 
electric-lighted  Christmas  tree  next  Sun- 
day morning,  with  presents  on  its 
branches.  Sunday  noon  there  will  be  a 
turkey  dinner. 
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MANY  WONDERFUL  THINGS 

ACCOMPLISHED  BY  MEANS  OP 

BRAILLE  SYSTEM  OP  RAISED 

CHARACTERc/0 

^  HARTLEY  tt.  PHELR/* 
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HOW  in  the  work!  do  youi 
teach  your  blind  pupils 
music?  Tliey  must 
learn  *  by  air,  of 
course?" 
This  question  Is  put 
to  Director  W.  L.  May- 
er of  the  music  depart- 
ment of  the  big  blind 
school  in  Brllofield  on  an  average  of  at 
least  once  ?.  day.  Under  his  direction 
120  or  more  pupils  of  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind  are  re- 
ceiving instruction  in  the  divine  art  that 
means  so  much  to  the  blind  as  a  means 
of  livelihood  and  as  a  source  of  purest  joy. 

"It  is  gtrange,"  he  saitl  to  I 
the  other  day,  "what  misleading  ideas 
the  pblic  entertains  as  to  the  manner 
of  teaching  music  to  the  blind.  Nine 
persons  out  or  ten  think  a  blind  papil 
must  necessarily  learn  by  air.  Nothing 
is  further  from  the  fa'cts.  They  master 
the  science  of  music  .just  lik^  seeing  per- 
sons, reading  music  from  printed  sheets, 
but  of  course  these  she.nts  must  be  read 
by  the  touch,  just  like  the  books  printed 
for   the   blind." 

For  those  who  have  never  been  in  a 
school  or  institution  for  the  blind  it  Is 
nothing  less  than  an  astounding  reve- 
lation to  witness  how  these  unfortunates. 
bereft  of  sight,  from  their  birth,  are 
taught  to  read  even  the  most  difficult, 
compositions  and  to  perform  theiii  "n 
the  piano  or  organ  or  to  sing  them. 

The  layman  has  some  idea  of  the  diffi- 
culty involved  in.  teaching  such  boys 
and  girls,  still,  unless  he  visits  a  schofl 
and  hears  an  explanation  of  the  lab 
steps  of  the  course,  he  has  bul  a  faint 
idea  of  the  incredible  patience  and  perse- 
verance required  both  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher  and  the  pupils 

Before  telling  how  this  is  done  it  should 
he  stated  thai  the  profession  of  music 
both  followed  as  a  n/n-former  and  teachov 
and  as  a  piano  tuner  lias  been  proved  to 
be  the  most  remunerative  vocation  o.p*n 
to    the    blind    and    th< 

may    hope    to    make    the    be*1     livelihood.! 
provided,  of  course,  they  have  the  natural 
ability     for     the     art,        Blind     organists, 
choir  masters,  singers  and  drchestr; 
are    making     their     living     wherea 
they  entered  the  trades  they  can  : 
command    equal    wages    with    the    seeing 
Thus   the    teaching   of   music   in    the   blind, 
schools    is    primarily    to    enable    them    t-> 
earn  a   living-   or   to   be   more   correct  the 
more      advanced,      talented      pupil 
taught    with    this    aim    always    in    view. 
Those    who    can     never    expert     to    mnk-- 
music  i"1    profession  arc   tnughi    it    for  the 
pleasure  it   brio  "  wIU] 

the  seeing.  . 

"11    is   a   comm  "e   '|I_ 

rector,     "that    the    Wind    have    a    special 
aptitude    for    music     They    have    not    but 
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they   often    make    more   progress   and    be- 
use  t.ho\   can  i 
their  att<  ntion  on  the  music. 
ins  child  is  distracted  by  the  numberless 
I   things  that/' come  through  the 
possession  of  sifcht.  so  that  h's     concentra- 
tion is  very  apt  to  be    less    than     his    blind 
brother.     Come  into   my  office  and    1    will 
u    to   yon    how   We   teaclv,  o^J    blind 
scholar?.     Thin    we  will   visit   the  various 
instruction    rooms    and    yoa    can    sec    t'or 
yourself    something   of   how    our    w 
carried    on." 

The  direetor  first  told  of  the  ''table  ex- 
ercises" In  the  kindergarten  where  the 
boys  and  girls  sit  around  .:  long 
table  and  the  teacher  shoWs  them  how  to 
lift  one  finger  after  "another  and  do  their 
digital  work  so  the  hands  may  be 
strengthened  and  made  mobile.  For  ,: 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  nine  out  of 
10  blind  children  coming  to  the  school  are 
nexl  to  helpless  even  in  what  the  seeing 
regard  as  the  most  simple  and  ordinary, 
every  day  activities.  Having  never  had 
to  do  for  themselves  at  home,  where  they 
were  not  taught  these  things,  but  being 
made  to  sit  in  a  corner  and  have  others 
wait  on  them,  they  are  almost  infants  in 
action  and  mind.  Tt  is  therefore  of  tb.4 
greatest  importance  that  their  little  hands 
be  given  that  exercise  that  will  make 
them  capable  and  strong.  The  local  school 
is  the  only  one  in  the  United  States,  with 
one  exception,  that  teaches  these  "tabic 
exercises"   in   its   music  department.'' 

It  is  pathetic  to  sec  bow  laboriously 
tots  of  0  and  6  lift  one  finger  after  an- 
other and  try  to  place  their  hands  in  the 
position  necessary  lor  piano  playing, 
hands  are  so  soft  and  weak.  But 
■  c  effects  wonders  and  in  time  they 
obtain  great  control  over  the  muscular 
movements.  They  are  then  given  small 
blocks  of  various  si^s,  each  denoting  a 
r.oti  and  marked  by  cuts  or  slits.  A 
block  represents  a  whole  note;  the 
slit  in  the  middle,  denotes  two  half  notes 
and  Quarter  notes  and  eighths  are  taught 
after  the  same  manner.  The  blind,  of 
course,  must  learn  by  touch  for  this  sense 
makes  up  in  a  large  measure  for  the 
loss  of  sight.  Where  the  seeing  learn 
by  sight  an<l  imitation  the  blind  gain 
knowledge  through  the  hands  and  fin- 
gers. 

"Our  music  course  is  the  same  as  that 
in  schools  for  the  seeing,"  continued  Di- 
rector Mayer,  "and  We  do  not  mak< 
undue  allowance:-  for  the  children's  blind- 
ror  they  arc  taught  they  must  work 
just  as  hard  as  the  seeing  pupils.  In 
fact  they  must  attain  more  proficiency  if 
they  wisli  to  do  concert  work  or  make 
their  living  by  music  for  when  they  go 
out  in  the  world  they  are  at  a  distinct 
disadvantage  unless  they  are  very  pro- 
ficient. People  will  not  employ  blind 
musicians   unless   their  ability  and  train- 
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ing   is  above  the  average   for  they  prefer 
seeing  talent. 

The  musical  Braile  used  in  the  blind 
schools  of  the  country  is  an  interesting 
thing.  It  consists  of  combinations  of 
raised  dots  on  cardboard  ©r  thick  paper 
which  are.printed  on  a  Braille  typewriter 
having  six  keys.  These  six  keys  make 
the  seven  different  combinations  of  dots 
Mini  constitute  the  musical  scale.  By 
running  the  finger-tips  over  the  dots  the 
notes  are  learned.  Braille,  ii  may  be 
explained  .  is  the  invention  of  Louis 
Braille,  a  Frenchman  and  consists  of  lit- 
erary, musical  and  mathematical  Braille, 
all  consisting  of  dots  in  relief.  Books  for 
the  blind  are  printed  in  literary  Braille, 
every  large  institution  having  a  printing 
outfit  of  its  own. 

In  learning  a  piece,  of  music,  from 
Braille  the  piano  pupil,  for  instance,  first 
masters  the  treble  or  upper  clef,  reading 
With    (lie    left    hand    and    pi  itil    the 

right.      Then    the    bass    is    learned 

and    finally    both    clefs  or   the  com- 


plete  score  is  practised  without  the  book 
as,  of  i-ourst,  using  both  hands  and  read- 
ing ;u  the  same  time  would  he  impossible, 
isitions  must  therefore  be  com- 
mitted to  memory,  but  they  are  not,  as 
many  suppose,  learned  by  "note"  or  air. 
The  great  need  of  the  blind  music  pupil 
is  a  sood  ear  and  memory  and  necessarily 
much  attention  is  given  to  distinguish- 
ing  tones. 

In  teaching  vocal  culture  one  great  dif- 
ficulty lies  in  teaching  the  pupils  to 
conform  their  mouths  to  the  proper  posi- 
tions. Unable  to  see  they  are  totally 
unconscious  of  the  grotesque  and  some- 
Limes  hideous  facial  contortions  (they 
assume:  some  sing  with  their  mouths 
screwed  down  at  our  side;  others  with  a 
pucker,  and  still  others  with  their  mouths 
wide  open.  The  teacher  must  place  the 
month  and  throat  muscles  in  position 
l>v  hand,  a  line  of  work  that  demands, 
skill  and  experience— and  which 
the  patience  ndt  a  l&Ue.  Among  the 
pupils  who  have  attained  excellence  at 
the  local  school  are  Miss  Florence  Mc- 
Henry,  soprano,  whose  home  is  in  the 
North  Side;  Miss  Ethel  Crooks  of  Brad- 
ford, this  state,  who  performs  difficult 
compositions  on  the  piano,  and  Miss  Jen- 
nie Snyder  of  Apollo,   Pa,,  vocalist. 

All  the  leading  blind  schools  of  the 
United  States  now  give  much  atten- 
tion to  choral  or  other  ensemble  work. 
Director  Mayer  has  a  senior  chorus  of 
46  and  a  junior  chorus  of  60  besides  a 
tette  of  a  few  of  the  most  gifted  singers, 
who  render  such  difficult  arias  as  the 
sextette  from  Lucia.  The  scope  and 
quality  of  the  local  work  may  be  im- 
agined when  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Mayer 
is  training  his  pupils  to  sing  the  "Wreck 
of  the  Hesperus"  at  the  next  annual 
concert,  this  work  being  a  cantata  for 
chorus  and  soprano,  baritone  and  bass 
solo.  Another  difficult  number  will  be 
the  "King's  Prayer,"  from  "Wagner's 
Uohengrin,  for  solo,  quintette  and  dou- 
ble chorus.  At  the  celebrated  Perkins 
institution  at  Boston  there  is  a  com- 
plete boys'  orchestra  which  can  perform 
exacting  figures  in  all  their  intricacies 
and  execute  complex,  contrapuntal  pass- 
ages, playing  to  critical  audiences  in  Bos- 
ton's largest  theater.  In  this  school  there 
are  more,  than  1,900  plates  of  musical 
Braille  compositions. 

To  stimulate  his  pupils  Prof.  Mayer  will 
award  a  gold  medal  or  "Director's  Prize 
for  Proficiency  '08-W  next  June  to  the 
pupil  who  will  best  perform,  at  public. 
concert  in  the  school  chapel,  the  follow- 
ing three  selections,  all  requiring  execu- 
tion and  difficult  of  interpx-etation: 
Chopin,  Valse,  Op.  64— No.  i  1 ;  Chopin, 
Etude  Op.  25— No.  9:  "Lavalee,  T,e  Papillon, 
Etude  de  Concert.  Also  one  self-selected 
number  from  each  student's  repertoire. 
The  judges  named  are:  Charles  Hein- 
roth,  Adolph  M.  Foerster  and  Luigi  M. 
von    Kunits.       Prizes    for    the    elementary 


pupils  for  progress  made  between  Feb- 
ruary 1  and  the  faster  vacation  will 
also   be-   awarded. 

Prof.  Mayer's  organ  pupils  make  more 
than  ordinary  progress*1  from  the  fact 
that  lie  has  the  co-operation  with  him 
in  his  recitals  as  the  ofrkral  organist  of 
the  Carnegie  library.  Brafldock.  He  ex- 
plains that  tills  feature  had  broadened 
then;.  <  specially  in  the  matter  of  regis- 
tration, because  this  becomes  a  new 
proposition  on  every  organ.  No1  only  do 
the  acoustics  of  every  auditorium  vary 
but  the  Voicing  of  stop-  of  identical 
names  is  carried  out  with  consideration 
of  the  entire  complement  of  each  indi- 
vidual instrument,  fo  that  no  stereo- 
typic   selection    can    be    followed. 

The  blind  of  all  countries  have  made  a 
wonderful  record  as  organist 
grand  instrument  seems  to  1)'-  their  de- 
light. The  great  Paris  school,  pai 
all  blind  schools  existing,  has  graduated 
musicians  of  world-wide  fani^,  especially 
organists.  Among  celebrated  living  or- 
ganists may  be  mentioned:  William  Wol- 
stenholmc  and  Alfred  Nollins  of  Eng- 
land; Bernhard  Pfannstlehl  and  Adam 
GeibcJ  of  Germany:  [x>uis  V.  Jules 
Yicrne  of  France,  and  David  D.  Wood. 
J.  W.  Bischoff  and  T.  II.  Tschudi  of  this 
country,  Of  these  none  enjoys  mm- 
unique  fame  than  Dr.  Wood,  who  was 
born  a  Pittsburgher  and  who  has  been 
for  50  years  or  more  a  teacfier  of  music 
in  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  of  the 
Blind  at  Philadelphia,  part  of  this  time 
as  its  musical  director.  He"  was  born 
March  2,  1838.  in  a  log  cabin  on  the  out- 
skirts of  Pittsburgh,  his  father  a 
penter,  and  at  the  age  of  3  years  scarlet 
fever  left  him  sightless.  Besides  his 
arduous  teaching  duties  Dr.  Wood  is 
organist  and  choir  master  for  several 
Philadelphia  churches,  in  one  of  Avhich 
he  has  a  volunteer  choir  of  150  singers. 
He   is   a    talented    composer. 

Ho  says  that  blind  music  pupils  should 
begin  study  of  the  art  early— this  is 
more  important  than  With  seeing  pupils— 
and  he  believes  the  piano  is  the  instru- 
ment par  excellence  for  them.  Next  in 
point  of  utility,  he  says,  is  the.  church 
organ.  Blind  pupils,  he  adds,  should 
appear  in  public  with  seeing  musicians 
of  talent   and    reputation 

Besides  piano,  organ  and  voire  culture 
the  local  school  has  a  few  pupils  in 
violin,   cello  and   cornet   instruction. 
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Teaching  Our 

Blind  jrothers 

Business  Methods 

Importance  of  Making  t 
Best  of  Their  Condition 
Instilled  Into  Them. 


Cniqra^g^stem  in  Establish- 
ment of  General  Store  for 
Their  Instruction. 


O  INSTRUCT  the  blind  in 
practical  storekeeping  and 
salesmanship  and  to  give 
them  real  experience  in 
dealing  with  business 
houses,  banks  and  the 
world  of  affairs  in  general,  is  the  pur- 
pose of  the  model  store  established  sev- 
eral months  ago  by  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind  in  this 
city. 

This  unique  store  is  a  particularly  in- 
teresting place.  It  has  a  blind  storekeeper, 
who  is  assisted  by  a  blind  clerk,  these 
fn-r»  conducting  the  store  with  all  the  up- 
to-date  business  methods  of  the  regu- 
lar seeing  merchant.  At  the  head  of 
the  department  is  Miss  Ora  J.  Harris, 
who  instructs  the  pupils  in  business 
courses  Her  class  consists  of  six  boys 
and  four  girls,  all  of  the  senior  commer- 
cial class.  Last  week  the  young  mer- 
chants were  very  busy,  as  the  holiday 
rush  was  on,  and  patrons  were  as  thick 
as  flies  around  the  proverbial  molasses 
barrel. 


The  Pittsburg  Blind  School  is  the  only 
one  in  the  United  States  with  one  ex- 
ception that  has  a  school  like  this.  There 
is  another  one,  Maryland  School  for  the 
Blind  at  Baltimore,  but  neither  the  great 
cities  of  New  York  nor  Boston  can  boast 
of  such  a  modern  innovation,  although 
quite  a  number  of  the  blind  m  the  me- 
tropolis are  successful  salespeople. 

'^Lt  is  a  great  mistake  to  imagine  that 
the  blind  cannot  be  taught  to  sell  goods," 
said  Superintendent  Tnomas  S.  McAlo- 
ney  of  the  Pittsburg  school  to  the 
writer.  "With  certain  limitations  they 
can,  but  what  they  lack  in  business 
training,  not  being  able  to  see,  they 
cannot  pick  up  and  acquire  knowledge 
of  ordinary  business  dealings.  There- 
fore, without  some  instruction,  they  re- 
main as  helpless  and  ignorant  as  babes. 
All  of  which  is  a  striking  illustration 
that  by  far  the  larger  part  of  our  knowl- 
edge is  acquired  through  the  sense  of 
sight." 

The  Store  and  Its  System. 

The  store  is  on  the  first  floor  of  the 
big  school  building  on  Bellefield  avenue, 
and,  while  not  large,  answers  the  pres- 
ent purpose,  although  much  more  room 
will  be  necessary  in  the  near  future. 
The  stock  of  goods  is  surprising  in  its 
variety;  wearing  apparel  such  as  gloves, 
socks,  handkerchiefs,  toilet  articles,  writ- 
ing paper,  pins,  needles  and  threads; 
various  things  used  in  the  school  room; 
also  foods,  fruits  and  candies.  The  cus- 
tomers are  the  pupils  of  the  school — 130 
or  more  in  number — the  faculty  and  pul> 
lie.  Both  cash  and  credit  sales  are  made 
on  a  margin  of  profit  that  makes  the 
store  pay  for  itself.  Naturally  the  total 
sales  in  a  week  cut  no  appreciable  figure 
as  compared  with  those  of  a  good-sized 
store  outside — in  fact,  nothing  is  done 
to  encourage  the  sales  as  sales,  pure 
and  simple,  for  the  store  is  not  intended 
to  make  a  showing  of  profits  and  magni- 
tude of  business.  It  is  for  instruction 
and  training. 

"Our  course  of  instruction  is  as  prac- 
tical as  possible,"  explained  Miss  Harris, 
"for  our  graduates  expect  to  go  out  in 
the  world  and  open  up  stores  of  their 
own.  The  blind  cannot  go  to  work  in 
a  store  unless  their  duties  are  limited 
and  they  do  not  have  to  handle  money. 
A  blind  salesman  cannot  distinguish  a 
$1  bill  from  a  $5,  for  all  bills  feel  the 
same.  He  can,  of  course,  distinguish 
metal  coin,  and  can  tell  a  half  dollar 
from  a  $10  gold  piece.  In  the  same 
way  he  can  ascertain  the  texture  of 
goods,  but  cannot  distinguish  color.  He 
must  have  the  assistance  of  some  seeing 
person  in  selecting  goods  of  different 
colors,  or  depend  on  the  honesty  of  the 
dealer.  For  this  reason  we  impress 
strongly  on  the  minds  of  our  pupils 
to  deal  only  with  merchants  of  integrity 
and  unblemished  reputation." 


How  They  Are  Taught  to  Buy. 

Miss  Harris  then  explained  that  the 
pupils  are  first  taught  how  to  buy  the 
goods  for  the  store.  They  are  taken 
downtown  to  the  big  wholesale  dealers  or 
to  the  factories,  and,  under  the  guid- 
ance of  one  of  the  teachers,  select  goods 
and  ascertain  prices  and  discounts.  The 
fact  that  they  meet  and  become  ac- 
quainted with  actual  business  men  and 
imbibe  many  ideas  concerning  trade,  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  parts  of  this 
kind  of  instruction.  In  buying  many 
grades  of  goods  they  distinguish  by  the 
touch,  this  sense  taking  the  place  of  sight 
in  a  large  measure  and  developing  to  a 
degree  of  acuteness  that  is  wonderful. 
Some  of  the  buying  consists  of  food- 
stuffs and  edibles  of  the  kind  that  will 
keep,  such  as  crackers,  dates,  fruits  and 
candies,  all  of  which  are  much  in  demand 
by  the  younger  pupils  of  the  school. 

All    ordering    or    buying    of   goods    for 
the    store    is    done    either    by    personal 
call,    letter,    or    telephone.       The    blind 
pupils  cannot  read  or  tell  anything  about 
the  bills  rendered  by  the  wholesale  mer- 
chants,  as  these  are  in  ordinary   script, 
and  the  blind  read  by   letters  made   in 
relief.      The    teacher,    however,    attends 
to  this  phase  of  the  store's  business  and 
explains    what    the    bills    are.      In    the 
case  of  sales  it  is  different,  for  the  boys 
and  girls  keep  a  ledger  full  of  individual 
accounts    of   purchasers.     This   ledger   is 
in  Braille,   which   is   printing  in  charac- 
ters composed  of  dots,   so  they   may   be 
felt  by  the  finger  tips  and  read.  "Braille" 
was    invented    by    a    Frenchman,    Louis 
Braille,    and    consists    of   a    combination 
of  six  dots,  representing  every  letter  of 
the  alphabet,  the  dots  being  indented  in 
heavy   cardboard   or  paper  by   a   Braille 
typewriter  with  six  keys,  the  number  of 
keys  making  all  the  letters. 
The  ledger  in  the  store  is  made  up  of 
sheets  of  this  paper,  as  it  is  not  practi 
cable  to  use  a  book,  and  the  sheets  cai 
be  put  together  better  with  file  attach 
ments  or  clasps  than  by   binding  them 
.Receipts  for  money  received  at  the  stor< 
in  payment   of   bills   or   for  checks,   art 
made  out  in  script.     And  these  receipts, 
written    on    the    same    kind    of    a    type 
writer  as  the  seeing  use,  are  as  faultless- 
and    clean    in    makeup    as    could   be    de- 
sired.    Only  advanced  typewriter  pupils 
can  operate  the  ordinary  typewriter,  as 
the  letters  cannot  be  read  by  the  touch 
and   mistakes,    therefore,    cannot   be   de- 
tected.    The    Braille    typewriter    has    to 
be    thoroughly    mastered    first,    and    the 
position  ol   the  keys  on  the   .Remington 
or  other  machines  learned,   for  it  is    by 
position  alone  that  the  blind  can  operate 
u  typewriter. 

One  of  the  most  important  purposes 
of  the  store  is  to  enable  graduates  to 
start    in    business    for    themselves    on    a 


View  of  the  model  store,  with  storekeeper  at  scales  and  his  clerk  at  the 

typewriter. 

[Photo  by  Bragdon.] 
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small  scale,  and  to  teach  them  that  a 
considerable  amount  of  capital  is  not 
necessary,  although  it  may  be  desirable. 
Blind  people,  as  a  rule,  have  little  money 
and  can  scarcely  expect  to  wax  very 
rich,  unless  they  have  a  very  capable 
helpmeet  or  partner.  But  they  can 
make  a  good  living  at  least.  Miss  Har- 
ris says  she  impresses  on  the  boys'  minds 
that  it  would  be  vastly  to  their  benefit 
to  marry  women  who  are  not  blind,  if 
possible.  Many  blind  men  throughout 
the  United  States  have  done  so,  and  to 
the  help  of  the  latter  their  success  is 
frequently  due. 

A  Paying  Venture. 

Another  important  lesson  of  the  course 
is  that  the  store  must  be  made  to  pay 
for  itself.  It  is  impressed  on  the  young 
storekeepers'  minds  that  a  store  or  any 
other  business  enterprise  run  without 
profit  is  no  business  at  all.  Every 
member  of  the  class  is  given  his  turn  to 
serve  as  storekeeper,  his  time  covering 
two  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  period 
the  clerk  of  the  store  takes  up  the  work. 
The  storekeeper  is  told  he  is  responsible 
for  the  proper  running  of  the  store,  the 
accuracy  of  the  accounts  and  the  account- 
ing of  the  profits.  In  this  way  responsi- 
bility is  taught. 

The  store  is  kept  open  two  or  three 
times  a  week,  including  the  evenings. 
On  Saturday  it  opens  at  1  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  and  6tays  open  until  after  sup- 
per. Assisting  Miss  Harris,  the  princi- 
pal, is  Miss  H.  I.  Houston,  who  teaches 
in  the  store  as  well  as  classroom. 

Two  of  the  brightest  members  of  the 
present  class  are  Miss  May  Levy  and 
Miss  Jennie  Schneider  who  are  greatly 
interested  in  the  work  and  delight  to 
spend  their  time  waiting  on  customers, 
getting  out  boxes  of  goods,  weighing 
candy  and  foods,  and  procuring  change. 
Some  of  the  pupils  have  become  so  ex- 
pert at  weighing  that  they  can  tell  when 
the  scales  balance  by  merely  placing 
their  fingers  on  the  pans.  The  various 
weights  can  be  distinguished  by  the 
touch.  Such  articles  as  stamps  must  be 
placed  in  different  boxes  so  the  pupils 
will  know  they  are  handling  either  the  i 
one,  two-cent,  or  others. 
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Association  For  Adult 
Blind  Is  Launched; 


Congres 
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Clubs    Wants    to. 


Mother  New  Society— Prom- 
ises to  Be  Lusty  Child. 


The  organisation  of  the  Pittsburgh  As- 
sociation for  Adult  Blind  was  effected 
yesterday  afternoon  at  a  meeting  of  men 
and  women  Interested  in  the  movement 
for  the  establishment  of  industrial  work 
for  the  adult  blind.  The  meeting  was 
h£ld  in  the  chapel  of  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind  in 
Bellefleid  avenue  with  Mrs.  M.  Ruslander, 
chairman  of  the  committee  which  has 
launched  the  plan,  presiding.  A  consti- 
tution and  bylaws  were  adopted.  Mrs. 
Lawrence  Barr,  Mrs.  John  S.  Flannery 
and  Thomas  S.  McAloney  composing  the 
committee  which  drafted  them. 

After  a  heated  discussion  the  men: 
ship,  fee   was   placed   at   *r>   instead   of  $2, 
a  s    w  a  s     i )  b  y     o  n  e    a  m  sn  dmeut . 

The  association  is  to  bo  an  organization 
of  both  men  and  women,  and  the  • 
will  be  divided  among  them.  A  nominat- 
ing- committee  odnels'tihg  of  Mrs,  Law- 
rence Barr,  chairman,  Mrs.  Margaret 
I  Negley,  Mrs.  Robert  I).  Coard,  Mrs.  E. 
E.  Rieck  and  Thomas  S.  McAloney  was 
appointed   which  will  i    ticket  at 

a    nrieetJng   of    the    new    association    next 
Sday  afternoon  at   *:?0  o'clock  in  the 
institution    for   t! -.e    btthd. 

There  is  a  wish  oa  the  part  of  some 
in  the  Congress  of  Women's  clubs  in 
Western  Pennsylvania  to  take  the  new 
association  under  its  wing-,  but  there 
are  many  others,  who  regard  it  as  one 
Which  should  stand  independent  of  others, 
affiliated  with  those  which  have  humane 
and  philanthropic  objects  but  not  a 
member   of  any  one   of  them. 

The  outcome,  will  be  watched  with  no 
little  interest  as  many  of  the  club  women 
are  desirous  of  mothering  the  new  organ- 
ization which  shows  promise  of  making 
itself  felt  in  the  community.  Opposed 
to     them     are     many     women     who     have 


worked  zealously  thus  for  to  launch  this 
new  work  and  who  are  not-  identified  with 
women's  clubs  and  do  not  want  to  stand 
in    their   reflected    glory. 

The  purpose  of  the  new  organization 
is  the-  opening  of  a  shop  where  adult 
blind  may  be  employe;!.  This  will  reach 
blind  men  in  particular.  At  the  same 
time  the  society  expects  to  employ  an  ex- 
pert teacher  of  needlework,  crocheting 
and  knitting,  who  will  make  house  to 
house  visits  at  least  once  a  month  among 
the  blind  women,  teaching  them  the  new- 
est and  most  up-to-date  stitches  and 
thereby  encouraging  them  to  excel  11 
those  directions.  The  society  will  open 
a  salesroom  where  the  wrork  of  these 
women  will  be  displayed  and  sold.  Thias 
will  be  in  connection  with  the  shop,  if 
a  suitable  building  can  be  secured.  The? 
salesroom,  at  any  rate,  will  be  located; 
where    it    will    attract    trade. 

Machinery  for  making  brooms  has? 
already  been  ordered  for  the  shop.  This 
will  give  employment  to  three  men  and 
will  be  followed  by  additional  machinery 
for  making  brooms  and  mops,  and  later 
by    other    industries. 

Only  work  which  is  on  a  par  with 
that  of  people  with  good  eyesight  will 
be  offered  for  sale,  as  the  aim  of  the 
association  is  to  place  the  blind  on  the 
same  industrial  level  as  those  who  can 
see. 

The  prevention  of  blindness  in  infancy 
is  another  object  of  the  society.  The 
distribution  of  educational  leaflets,  the 
giving  of  lectures  and  informal  talks  will 
be  among  the  various  means  employed 
to   secure   this  end. 
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Pittsburg  Association  of  the  Adult  Bl 
was  formally  organized  yesterday  at 
meeting  in  the  Western  Pennsylvania  In 
stitution  for  the  Blind  in  Bellefield  ave 
nue  and  a  constitution  and  by-laws  wer 
adopted.  A  nominating  committee  wa 
appointed  and  a  meeting  for  the  electioi 
of  officers  will  be  held  next  Thursday  a 
2:30  o'clock  in  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  to  which  botl 
men  and  women  who  are  interested  in  th< 
work  are  cordially  invited.  While  the 
work  was  started  by  a  committee  from  th( 
Congress  of  Woman's  Clubs  of  Westerr 
Pennsylvania  the  new  organization  will  be 
made  up  of  both  men  and  women.  Mrs. 
M.  Ruslander,  chairman  of  the  committee^ 
presided  at  the  meeting.  About  $1,000  jvm 
reported  as  the  proceeds  from  the  boptflit 
given  recently.  -***i 
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Association  for  the  Blind. 

The  Pittsburgh  Association  for  the 
Adu't  Blind  was  fflUfliy  organized  Weo- 
at  aJLj»»wWigfin  the  Western 
Pevtm^/f^iim  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
A.  jpnltitution  and  by-laws  were  adoptea 
ami  a  nominating  committee  appointed  to 
prespnt  *  its  report  at  a  meeting  to  be 
held  Thursday  afternoon  at  2:30  o'clock, 
in  the  same  place,  when  there  will  be 
an  election  of  officers.  Men  and  woman 
interested  in  the  movement  are  cordially 
invited    to   this   meeting:. 

While  the  work  among  the  blind  was 
started  by  the  Congress  Club  of  West- 
ern Pennsylvania,  composed  of  women 
only,  the  new  organization  will  have  a 
membership  of  both  men  and  women. 
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Work  for  Adult  Blind  Launched. 

The  organization^  of  MH^SA^ISnurgh  a? 
sociation  for  Ad,vJlt  Blind  was  effecte 
Thursday  aft^*rj^pp  at  a  meeting  of  me 
and    v  rer^ted   in    the   movemer 

fartjflte-^stablishment  of  industrial  wor 
jfor^the  adult  blind.  A  constitution  an 
by-Taws  were  adopted.  A  norninatin 
committee  consisting  of  Mrs.  Lawrenc 
Barr,  chairman;  Mrs.  Margaret  Negle; 
Mrs.  Robert  D.  Coard.  Mrs.  E.  E.  Riet 
and  Thomas  S.  McAloney  was  appoint* 
to  prepare  a  ticket  for  election  of  office) 
at  a  meeting  of  the  new  association  l 
be  held  next  Thursday  afternoon  at  2: 
o'clock  in   the  institution  for  the  blind, 
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Association     Formed      There     on      the 
JLineA  of    the    One    In    ZVew    York. 

PiTTSBtRGHJjranuary  14.— Having  for  its 
object  thlAjfrering  of  the  condition  of  the 
sightless.'fne  Pittsburgh  Association  for 
Adult  Blind  was  organized  last  night  with 
Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  vice-president  of 
the  Pittsburgh  and  Lake  Erie  Railroad,  as 
president.  The  aims  of  the  organization 
are  to  remove  blind  beggars  from  the  streets 
of  Pittsburgh,  and  to  establish  workshops 
where  rug-weaving,  broom-making,  and 
chain-caning  can  be  taught  and  small  com- 
pensation be  earned  for  wares  turned  out. 
Salesrooms  for  these  wares  are  to  be  estab- 
lished. 

A  campaign  to  prevent  blindness  will  be 
waged;  entertainments  for  the  blind  will 
be  provided;  and  home  teachers  will  be 
employed  for  blind  women.  Aid  is  also  to 
be  extended   to  the  aged   and   infirm  blinc 
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Appoint  Committees  to 
Work  For f  Adult  Mad 

Gj^J^sSa^Mdgi  Planning  Work 
*on  Large  Scale  in  Behalf  of 
the  Sightless. 


The  appointment  of  committees  was 
lade  yesterday  by  the  board  of  directors 
)f  the  Pittsburgh  Association  for  the 
Adult  Blind.  Few  of  them  are  complete, 
but  will  be  added  to  later.  The  presi- 
dent. Col.  James  M.  Schoonmaker,  was 
not  present,  Dr.  Paul  W.  Franklin,  the 
vice  president,  presiding  in  his  absence. 
The  committees  include  the  following: 

Finance— Mrs.  John  S.  Flannery,  Dr.  Paul 
W.  Franklin.  George  D.  Edwards,  Mrs.  Enoch 
Rauh,    Dr.    E.    F.    Edwards. 

Membership— The  Rev.  R.  M.  Little,  Mrs. 
Moses  Ruslander.  Thomas  S,  McAloney,  Mrs. 
Lawrence   Barr,    H.    M.   Shafer. 

Registration— Mrs.  Margaret  Negley,  Mrs. 
Smith. 

Prevention  of  Fdindness—  Dr.  R.  A.  Robinson, 
Dr.  W.  W.  Blair,  Dr.  F.  Clyde  Markel,  Dr. 
Amelia    Dranga. 

Employment— Charles  F.  Welter,  Mrs.  John 
S,    Flannery. 

Workshop— William  II.  Long,  Thomas  S.  Mc- 
Aloney. 

Entertainment— Mrs.  E.  E.  Rieck,  Miss  Su- 
zanne Beatty.  Mrs.  Cass  Sunstein,  Miss  Paul- 
ine Block,  Mrs.  Kimber,  Mrs.  Acker,  Dr. 
Lang;    Mrs.    O.    Oppenheimc  r. 

Teaching— Miss   Jessie    Welles. 

Social  Service — Mrs.  Mosrs  Ruslancler,  Mrs. 
S.  L.  McCullough.  Mrs.  Mattie  Patterson.  Mrs. 
S.  S.  Hoffheimer,  Mrs.  Cass  Sunstein.  Mrs. 
Morris  Jackson.  Miss  Pauline  Block,  Mrs.  A. 
Deo  Well. 

There  is  also  an  advisory  hoard  which  is 
composed  of  Mayor  William  A.  Magee, 
Bishop  Cortlandt  Whitehead,  Bishor 
Regis  Canevin,  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Levy,  the; 
Rev.  Maitland  Alexander.  Charles  A. 
Rook.  William  Flinn.  Albert  J.  Barr, 
George  T.  Oliver,  Oliver  S.  Hershman, 
Henry  Kirke  Porter,  Charles  L.  Taylor •. 
William  L.  Abbott,  Ogden  M.  Edwards, 
Joseph  H.  Holmes,'  Lawrence  Dilworth, 
William  Wade,  Benjamin  Thaw,  Dr.  John 
A.  Brashear.  Mrs.  Robert  D.  Coard,  Riqfi- 
ard  Beatty  Mellon.  Judge  Joseph  Butfing- 
ton.  Dr.  Moon  and  Dr.  Bird,  superin- 
tendents of  eastern  institutions  for  the 
blind;  Wilson  A.  Shaw,  Charles  Campbell, 
TCnooh  Rauh,  A.  Leo  Weil,  Walter  A. 
Black. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  association. 
February  25,  the  committees  will  report 
their  plans  of  work. 
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CtpipEpj  ARE    NAMED 

Appointments    Are    Made    at    Board 

Meeting  of  Association  for 

Adult   Blind. 


ADVISORY    COUNCIL    TO    ASSIST 


Dr.  Paul  W.  Franklin,  vice  president, 
presided  at  a  meeting:  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  the  Pittsburgh  Association  for 
the  Adult  Blind  yesterday,  when  the  ap- 
pointment of  committees  was  made.  As 
made  up  yesterday  the  committees  are 
constituted  as  follows: 

Finance— Mrs.  John  S.  Flannery.  Dr.  Paul 
W.  Franklin.  George  D.  Edwards.  Mrs.  Enoch 
Ranh,   Dr.    E.   F.   Edwards. 

Membership— The  Rev.  R.  M.  Little.  Mrs. 
Moses  Ruslander.  Thomas  S.  McAloney,  Mrs. 
Lawr«'ce    Barr,    H.    M.    Shafer. 

Registration— Mrs.  Margaret  Negley,  Mrs. 
Smith. 

Prevention  of  Blindness— Dr.  R.  A  Robinson. 
Dr.  W.  W.  Blair.  Dr.  F.  Clyde  Markel,  Dr. 
Amelia  Dranga. 

Employment— Charles  F.  Weller.  Mrs.  John 
S.    Flannary. 

Workshop— William  H.  Long.  Thomas  S,  Mc- 
Aloney. 

Entertainment— Mrs.  E.  E.  Rieck.  Miss  Su- 
zanne Beatty,  Mrs.  Cass  Sunstein.  Miss  Paul- 
ine Block.  Mrs.  Kimber  Mrs.  Acker,  Dr. 
Lang.   Mrs.  O.   Oppenheimer. 

Teaching— Miss    Jessie    Welles. 

Social  Service— Mrs.  looses  Ruslander.  Mrs. 
S.  L.  McCullough.  Mrs.  Mattie  Patterson,  Mrs. 
S.  S.  Hoffheimer.  Mrs.  Cass  Sunstein.  Mrs. 
Morris  Jackson  Miss  Pauline  Block,  Mrs  A. 
Leo.  Weil. 

The  following  advisory  board  has  been 
chosen  to  assist  in  th<*  wopIc: 

Mayor  William  A.  Ma«re*,  BUhop  Cortlandt 
Whitehead.  Bishop  J.  F.  Regis  Canevln.  Dr. 
J.  Leonard  Levy,  the  Rev.  Maitland  Alexander, 
Charles  A.  Rook.  William  Flinn.  Albert  J. 
Barr.  George  T.  Oliver.  Oliver  S.  Hershman, 
Henry  Kirke  Porter,  Charles  L.  Taylor, 
William  L.  Abbott.  Ogden  M.  Edwards.  Jo- 
seph H.  Holmes,  Lawrence  Dilworth,  William 
Wade.  Benjari.n  Thaw,  Dr.  John  A.  Brashear. 
Mrs.  Robert  D.  Coard.  Richard  Beatty  Mellon. 
Judge  Joseph  Buft'ington.  Dr.  Mco:i  axul  Dr. 
Bird,  superintendents  of  eastern  Institutions 
for  the  blind:  Wilson  A.  Shaw,  Charles  Camp" 
bell.  Enoch  Rauh.  A.  Leo  W«U.  Walter  A^ 
Black.  ._,#' 
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THE  BLIND' 

AS  SALESMEN 

TO  instruct  t!^  Jbrfntf  n^wartJcai  storekeeplng  and  salesmanship  and  to  give 
them  real  experience  in  dealing  with  business  houses,  banks  and  the  world 
of  affairs  in  general,  is  the  purpose  of  the  model  store  established  several 
^months  ago  by  the  Western  Psnns^lvania  Tirtitntinn  fnir  tin  Dlj^J  in 
this  city.  ^^ 

This  unique  store  is  a  particular^  interesting  place.  It  has  a  blind,  store- 
keeper, who  is  assisted  by  a  blind  clerk,  these  two  conducting  the  store  with  all 
the  up-to-date  business  methods  of  the  regular  seeing  merchant.  At  the  head  of 
the  department  is  Miss  Ora  J.  Harris,  who  instructs  the  pupils  in  business  courses. 
Her  class  consists  of  six  boys  and  four  girls,  all  of  the  senior  commercial  class. 
Last  week  the  young  merchants  were  very  busy,  as  the  holiday  rush  was  on,  and 
patrons  were  as  thick  as  flies  around  the  proverbial  molasses  barrel. 

The  Pittsburg  Blind  school  is  the  only  one  in  the  United  States  with  one 
exception  that  has  a  school  like  this.  There  is  another  one,  Maryland  School  for 
the  Blind  at  Baltimore,  but  neither  the  great  cities  of  New  York  nor  Boston  can 
boast  of  such  a  modern  innovation,  although  quite  a  number  of  the  blind  in  the 
metropolis  are  successful  salespeople. 

"It  is  a  great  mistake  to  imagine  that  the  blind  cannot  be  taught  to  sell 
goods,"  said  Superintendent  Thoma-  S'.  McAl'oney  of  the  Pittsburg  school  to  the 
Writer.  "With  certain  limitations  tx.ey  can,  but  what  they  lack  in  business  train- 
ing, not  being  able  to  see,  they  cannot  pick  up  and  acquire  knowledge  of  ordinary 
business  dealings.  Therefore,  without  some  instruction,  they  remain  as  helpless 
and  ignorant  as  babes.  All  of  which  is  a  striking  illustration  that  by  far  the 
larger  part  of  our  knowledge  is  acquired  through  the  sense  of  sight." 

The  store  is  on  the  first  floor  of  the  big  school  building  on  Bellefield  avenue, 
and,  while  not  large,  answers  the  present  purpose,  although  much  more  room  will 
be  necessary  inxhe  near  future.  The  stock  of  goods  is  surprising  in  its  variety: 
\yearing  apparel  such  as  gloves,  socks,  handkerchiefs,  toilet  articles,  writing  paper, 
pins,  needles  and  threads;  various  things  used  in  the  school  room;  also  foods,  fruits 
and  candies.  The  customers  are  the  pupils  of  the  school — 130  or  more  in  number- — 
the  faculty  and  public.  Both  cash  end  credit  sales  are  made  on  a  margin  of  profit 
that  makes  the  store  pay  for  itself.  Naturally  the  total  sales  in  a  week  cut  no 
appreciable  figure  as  compared  irtth  those  of  a  good  sized  store  outside — in  fact, 
nothing  is  done  to  encourage  the  sales  as  sales,  pure  and  simple,  for  the  store  is 
toot  intended  to  make  a  skewing  of  profits  and  magnitude  of  business.  It  is  for 
instruction  and  training.  ^ 

"Our  course  of  instruction  is  as  practical  as  possible,"  explained  Miss  Hams, 
"for  our  graduates  expect  to  go  out  in  the  world  and  open  up  stores  of  their  own. 
The  blind  cannot  ^o  to  work  in  a  store  unless  their  duties  are  limited  and  they 
do  not  have  to  handle  money.     A  blind  salesman  caaaot  distinguish  a  |1  bill 


from  a  $5,  for  all  bills  feel  the  same.  He  can,  of  course,  distinguish  metal  coin, 
and  can  tell  a  half  dollar  from  a  $10  gold  piece. 

Miss  Harris  then  explained  that  the  pupils  are  first  taught  how  to  buy  the 
goods  for  the  store.  They  are  taken  downtown  to  the  big  wholesale  dealers  or 
to  the  factories,  and,  under  the  guidance  of  one  of  the  teachers,  select  goods  and 
ascertain  prices  and  discounts.  The  fact  that  they  meet  and  become  acquainted 
vrith  actual  business  men  and  imbibe  many  ideas  concerning  trade,  is  one  of  the 
most  valuable  parts  of  this  kind  of  instruction.  In  buying  many  grades  of  goods 
they  distinguish  by  the  touch,  this  sense  taking  the  place  of  sight  in  a  large 
measure  and  developing  to  a  degree  of  acuteness  that  Is  wonderful.  Some  of  the 
buying  consists  of  foodstuffs  and  edibles  of  the  kind  that  will  keep,  such  as  crack- 
ers, dates,  fruits  and  candies,  all  of  which  are  much  in  demand  by  the  younger 
pupils  of  the  school.  \ 

All  ordering  or  buying  of  goods  for  the  store  Is  done  either  by  personal  call, 
letter  or  tenephone.  The  blind  pupils  cannot  read  or  tell  anything  about  the  bills 
rendered  by  the  wholesale  merchants,  as  these  are  in  ordinary  soript,  and  the  blind 
readTjy  letters  made  in  relief.  The  teacher,  however,  attends  to  this  phase  of  the 
store's  business  and  explains  what  the  bills  are.  In  the  case  of  sales  it  is  different, 
for  the  boys  and  girls  keep  a  ledger  full  of  individual  accounts  of  purchasers. 
This  ledger  is  in  Braille,  which  is  printing  in  characters  composed  of  dots,  so  they 
may  be  felt  by  the  finger  tips  and  read.  "Braille"  was  invented  by  a  Frenchman, 
Louis  Braille,  and  consists  of  a  combination  of  six  dots,  representing  every  letter 
of  the  alphabet,  the  dots  being  indented  in  heavy  cardboard  or  paper  by  a  Braille 
typewriter  with  six  keys,  the  number  of  keys  making  all  the  letters. 

The  ledger  in  the  store  is  made  up  of  sheets  of  this  paper,  as  it  is  not  practica- 
ble to  use  a  book,  and  the  sheets  can  be  put  together  better  with  file  attachments 
or  clasps  than  by  binding  them.  Receipts  for  money  received  at  the  store  in  pay- 
ment of  bills  or  for  checks,  are  made  out  in  script.  And  these  receipts,  written 
on  the  same  kind  of  a  typewriter  as  theseeing  use,  are  as  faultless  and  clean  in 
makeup  as  could  be  desired.  Only  advanced  typewriter  pupils  can  operate  the 
ordinary  typewriter,  as  the  letters  cannot  be  read  by  the  touch  and  mistakes,  there- 
fore, cannot  be  detected.  The  Braille  typewriter  has  to  be  thoroughly  mastered 
first,  and  the  position  of  the  keys  on  the  Remington  or  other  machines  learned, 
for  it  is  by  position  alone  that  the  blind  can  operate  a  typewriter. 

One  of  the  most  important  purposes  of  the  store  is  to  enable  graduates  to  starl 
in  business  for  themselves  on  a  small  scale,  and  to  teach  them  that  a  considerable 
amount  of  capital  is  not  necessary,  although  it  may  be  desirable.  Blind  people 
as  a  rule,  have  little  money  and  can  scarcely  expect  to  wax  very  rich,  unless  the;, 
have  a  very  capable  helpmeet  or  partner.  But  they  can  make"  a  good  living  al 
least.  Miss  Harris  says  that  she  impresses  on  the  boys'  minds  that  it  would  b( 
vastly  to  their  benefit  to  marry  women  who  are  not  blind,  if  possible.  Many  blinc 
men  throughout  the  United  States  have  done  so,  and  to  the  help  of  the  lattei 
their  success  Is  frequently  due.— Fittsburg  Dispatch.   • 
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Blind  Studeoji  to  Attend 

The  com«mojrfHKrlc:oncert  of  the  Tvlen- 
BelssolA  Ale^hTnr,  to  be  held  in  Car- 
tie^jKx&m&4te.U,   Thursday  evening, 

Aended   by  students   of   the    W.  stern 

0„Xsyl¥ania  Institution  for  the  Blind,- 
rBellefield;  in  a  body.  A  reception  will  be 
tendered  the  blind  children  durinjf  the  in- 
termission, b--  Miss  Tina  Lerner.  the* 
^istineufsheri      lussian    pianist.      j  7  f 
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I  BE  HEARD 
[ND  STUDENTS. 


TO  BE  I 


refff  for  Inmates  of  Bellefield 
nstitution  at  Mendelssohn 
Choir  Event, 


Students  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  in  Bellefield, 
will  attend,  in  a  body,  the  commemora- 
tion concert  of  the  Mendelssohn  Male 
Choir,  in  Carnegie  Music  hall,  Thurs- 
day evening.  An  invitation  to  the  pupils 
of  the  Bellefield  institution  to  occupy  all 
of  the  boxes  as  guests  of  the  choir  was 
extended  some  time  ago,  and  was  ac- 
cepted. Pupils  in  each  box  will  bfe  in 
charge  of  a  teacher,  and  a  reception  will 
be  tendered  the  blind  children  during  the 
intermission  by  Miss  Tina  Lerner,  the  dis-l 
tinguished  Russian  pianist,  who  wilh  ap-" 
pear  as  soloist  at  the  concert.  Miss  Ler- 
ner  will  visit  the  Institution  for  the 
Blind  in  the  afternoon  before  the  con- 
cert. 

The  concert  will  be  in  commemoration 
of  the  one  hundred  and  first  anniversary 
of  the  birth  of  Felix  Mendelssohn,  the 
great  German  composer,  for  whom  the 
famous  local  choir  was  named,  and  in 
honor  of  the  event  the  choir  will  render 
Mendelssohn's  masterpiece,  "To  the  Sons 
of  Art."  Many  members  of  German  sing- 
ing societies  in  Western  Pennsylvania 
have  signified  their  desire  to  participate 
in  the  commemoration  by  attending  the 
concert. 
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MUSIC  BY  THE  BLIND. 


Clever  Work 


tes  of  Western 
Institution. 

ial    midwinter   musicale   of   the 

the     Western     Pennsylvania 

jiution  for  the  Blindwas  held  In  the 

eMSuel    of   the    ho«WMMffltght    at    Belle- 


avoiuie     and     Bayard     streets.      Tht 
chapel    was    crowded    With    the   friends   of 
the    institution.      The.    program    contained 
17    numbers,    all    of    Which    were    carried 
through  without  a  hitch  of  anv  kind.  The 
performers   were   Guy    Nickeson,    William 
McNally,      Florence       McHenry,      Samuel 
Rowe,     William     McNally,     Jean     Porter- 
William  Willett,   Guv  Craig,  Marga- 
ret Sri  stine  Steel.  Annalene  Her. 
vey,    Cosetta    Willett.    Mary    Hunter,    Lu- 
ffle                      rennie   Snyder    and    Samuel 
and  a  large  chorus. 
The  first  national  indoor  contest  of  the 
ition    of    Schools    for    the 
BMwa  the    Porterfteld 
Memorial    gymnasium    of    the    institution 
next  Tuesday  evening. 
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BUND  BOYS  AND  GIRLS 

GIVE  GOOD  PROGRAM. 

Inmates    of    the    Western    Pennsylvania 
gave    an     in- 
pel    of    the 
d    Bayard    streets, 
event   was  the  annual 
ter    musicale    and    the    chapel    was 
bwded   with   relatives  and  friends  of  the 
inmates.      The   performers  were: 

Guv  Nickeson.  William  McNally,  Florence 
McHenry.  Samuel  Roue.  William  McNally, 
Jean  PorterfleW,  William  Will  jtt.  Guy 
Margaret  Smith.  Christine  Steel,  Annalene  Her- 
.  Willett,  Mary  Hunter,  Lucille 
.; Walter.    Jennie   Snyder   and    Samuel   Rowe.    end 

;o    chorus. 

[J  The   first  national  indoor  content  of  the 

nal    Association    of    Schools    for    the 

Blind     will     be     held     in     the     l'orterfleld 

(Memorial    gymnasium    of    the    institution 

£*»-<-  Tnpsdav  evening. 
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BLIND  ATHLETES  MAKE 

IS  KITH  HOPE  OF 


g]Aj£jfM|h,  in  Saddest 
darkness,  Stake  Surpris- 
ing Indoor  Records. 


GIBLS  SWING  THE  CLUBS 


The  splendid  and  modern  gymnasium  of 
the  School  for  the  Blind,  Bellefield  avenue, 
was  the  scene  last  evening  of  one  of  the 
most  novel  and  interesting  indoor  athletic 
meets  ever  held  in  Pittsburg.  The  blind 
athletes  of  the  local  school  worked  for 
records  with  a  view  of  bringing  to  Pitts- 
burg  the  national  championship  for  indoor 
athletics  among  the  blind. 

Pittsburg  worked  hard  last  year  for  the 
championship  in  field  events  but,  notwith- 
standing a  splendid  showing  on  track  and 
field,  they  had  to  be  content  with  second 
prize.  In  everv  gymnasium  attached  to 
schools  for  the  blind  throughout  the  coun- 
try last  night  the  students  strove  for 
records.  These  will  be  sent  to  the  officers 
of  the  National  Athletic  Association  of 
Schools  for  the  Blind  so  that  the  cham- 
pionship can  be  decided. 

Blind  Athletes  Surprise. 

The  blind  athletes,  attired  in  white  suits 
with  the  school  emblem  in  red  silk  on  their 
breasts,  surprised  their  more  fortunate 
spectators  who  crowded  the  running  track 
balcony  and  roller  -skating  floor.  They 
provided  an  entertainment  that  was  as- 
tonishing, considering  that  they  worked  in 
the  saddest  of  darkness.  Following  are 
the  records  established: 

Rope   Climb — Walter   Packowski,    6%   seconds. 

Standing  Broad  Jump  (juniors)— Guy  Craig, 
6    feet    11    inches. 

Vaulting,  Horizontal  Bar— Merrill  Doyle,  6 
feet   5   inches. 

High  Kick— Merrill  Doyle,  6  feet  l\k  inches. 

Walking  on  Hands  (juniors)— Harry  Ouen, 
83    feet    10    inches. 

Hop,  Step  and  Jump— Merrill  Doyle,  22  feet 
6    inches. 

Arching  Eall  (10  boys)— Four  arches  in  1 
minute  9.5   seconds. 


Girts  Give  Drills. 

The  girl  pupils  presented  drills  with! 
wands,  swung  Indian  clubs  and  danced.! 
They  were  prettily  dressed  in  gymnasium 
suits.  Boys  and  girls  alike,  when  signaled 
that  the*  school's  colors  were  displayed, 
broke  into  enthusiastic  cheering. 

Dr.  Savage,  director  of  the  Pittsburg 
Athletic  Club  and  Professor  Andrew  Kerr, 
director  of  physical  culture  in  the  Pitts- 
burg High  School,  were  judges.  II.  J. 
Haber,  who  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  athletics  at  the  Blind  School,  and  W. 
L.  Mayer,  one  of  the  directors,  kept  the 
records.  T.  F.  McAloney,  superintendent  of 
of  the  school,  and  E.  A.  Pratt,  physical 
director,  who  is  president  of  the  National 
Athletic  Association,  had  charge  of  the 
events.  After  the  athletics  the  students  en- 
joyed a  treat  provided  by  Colonel  J.  M, 
Schoonmaker.  .^tm 
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Little 
Folks 
Happy 

Three  Thousand  Children  Who 

Will  See  V^ild  West  Can 

Hardly  Wait. 


TUESDAY    THE     BIG     DAY. 


Management  Promises  to  Have 

Special  Features  for  the 

Youthful  Guests. 


Front  seats  for  the  blind  boys.  This 
will  be  the  order  of  the  day  on  Tues- 
day, May  3,  when  the  3,000  youthful 
guests  of  "The  Post*  and  Miller 
Brothers  and  Arlington's  101  Ranch 
Wild  West  show  gather  at  the  big 
arena  in  the  East  Liberty  grounds  to 
witness  the  special  performance  ar- 
ranged   for   their   entertainment. 

The  cripples  are  coming  also.  Long- 
suffering  little  patients  from  the  Alle- 
gheny General  and  Mercy  hospitals 
have  resolved  to  join  with  their  fel- 
low sufferers  from  the  Home  for  Crippled 
Children  and  are  coming  in  the  hospital 
ambulances.  Three  hospital  ambulances 
with  attendants  will  be  at  the  show 
grounds  on  the  eventful  afternoon. 


Many  are  anxious  to  see  the  tiny  tots 
with  twisted  limbs  and  spines  have  one 
day  of  enjoyment,  but  the  public's  curi- 
osity has  been  even  more  greatly*  aroused 
by  the  announcement  that  the  blind  are 
to  "see"   the  show. 

"What's  the  idea  infringing  the  blind?" 
was  the  question  heard  on  many  sides 
yesterday,  for  "The  Post's"  treat  is  the 
talk  of  Pittsburgh. 

Those  who  attend  the  Tuesday  matinee 
performance  will  see  the  "idea"  readily 
enough,  for,  seated  in  the  front  row  of 
the  children's  section,  they  will  see  40  of 
the  most  transcendently  happy  children 
who  ever  were  at  a  circus  performance. 
To  say  that  the  inmates  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the  Blind,  in 
Bellefield,  are  wildly  happy  over  the 
promised  good  time  is  putting  it  mildly. 

To   Have   Best   Places. 

"Can  we  have  the  front  seats?"  was  the 
question  put  to  those  in  charge  of  the 
outing  by  the  institute  management. 

When  assured  that  foremost  seats  were 
at  the  disposal  of  the  blind  children,  the 
nurse  who  was  speaking  continued: 

"Some  of  our  boys  can  see  a  little,  you 
know,  and  if  they  sit  in  front  they  are 
going  to  enjoy  the  show  immensely. 
Others  can  see  flashes  of  color  and  under- 
stand a  great  deal  of  what  is  going  on 
about  them.  Although  their  eyesight  is 
gone,  their  other  senses  have  been  in- 
tensified, and  we  think  it  is  just  the 
grandest  opportunity  in  the  world;  one 
that  will  be  of  great  educational  value." 

"We  are  going  to  do  more  than  give  the 
front  seats.yv-.Your  boys  and  girls  are  to 
be  the  first  to  come  and  the  last  to  go 
at  the  show.  Edward  Arlington,  of  the 
Wild  West  show,  is  anxious  for  the  blind 
children  to  stay  after  the  performance  in 
orfteF- 'that  they  may  derive  as  much 
ire  as  they  can  from  touching,  feoi- 
ing  and  handling  the  animals,  talking  to 
the  Indians,  Cossacks,  Mexicans  and  cow- 
boys, and  doing  whatever  they  wish,"  the 
nurse   was   told. 

"Oh,  that  will  be  just  too  grand  for 
anything,"  was  the  reply.  "We  can't 
thank  Mr.  Arlington  and  'The  Post' 
enough  for  the  opportunity.  It  is  just 
what  the  children  need  in  their  educa- 
tion, and  you  may  be  sure  that  they 
will  make  the  most  of  it." 

To  Handle  Animals. 

So  the  visit  of  the  blind  to  the  Wild 
West  show  is  to  be  "touching"  in  more 
ways  than  one.  The  children,  with  their 
nimble,  sensitive  fingers  and  their  trained 
sense  of  feeling,  may  learn  almost  as 
much    as   if  they  can   see. 

This  explanation  of  "why  the  blind  are 
going  to  'see'  next  Tuesday"  is  a  stunner 
to  the  uniniated. 


"Can  you  beat  it?"  Is  the  only  comment 
of  the  wise  ones,  who  find  it  hard  to  be- 
lieve that  the  blind  are  in  for  as  good  a 
time  as  any  of  the  little  ones  in  the  cos- 
mopolitan congress  of  childhood  which 
will  be  the  principal  attraction  at  Tues- 
day's  show. 

Judging-  from  the  demands  that  have 
resulted  from  the  astounding  announce- 
ment of  "The  Post"  yesterday  morning 
it  may  be  necessary  to  "count  noses" 
before  starting  the  army  of  enthusiastic 
young  Pittsburghers  for  the  show 
grounds.  The  limit  of  accommodations 
is  exhausted.  The  only  regret  of  "The 
Post"  and  the  showmen  is  that  the  line 
has  to  be  drawn  somewhere  and  that 
every  poor  boy  and  girl  in  Pittsburgh 
can  not  be  taken  to  the  wonderland  of 
the  Wild   West  on   Tuesday. 

Carnival   of  "Kids." 

The  "kiddies'  carnival"  is  going  to  be 
the  greatest  ever,  and  the  little  ones  who 
are  already  almost  delirious  with  delight 
over  the  prospects  do  not  know  the  half 
oi  the  surprises  that  are  in  store  for 
them. 

It  has  been  said  that  in  a  crowd  of 
Pittsburgh  children  there  can  be  found 
representatives  of  every  race  but  the 
Indian,  but  on  Tuesday  the  gathering  of 
the  races  will  be  complete,  for,  ranged 
near  the  front  of  the  seats,  little  Indian 
boys  and  girls,  descendants  of  the  first 
Americans,  will  welcome  the  cosmopoli- 
tan  crowd   from   Pittsburgh. 

Sam  and  Joe  Lone  Bear,  the  only 
Indian  twin  papooses  ever  known,  will 
be  there,  and  the  little  girls  are  sure  to 
be  overjoyed  when  they  see  cunning 
Little  Teddy  Bear,  the  boy  papoose,  who 
will  be  passed  about  for  inspection  by 
the  proud   squaw   who   is  his  mother. 

Forty-five  children  from  the  Allegheny 
Day  Nursery,  Perrysville  avenue,  were 
made  happy  last  night  when  they  were 
tqld  that  they  would  be  among  the  for- 
tunate 3.C00. 

Up  on  the  third  floor  of  the  Allegheny 
General  hospital  20  little  ones  who  pa- 
tiently live  their  lives  of  pain  and  suf- 
fering were  put  to  bed  in  a  transport 
of  joy  when  the  nurses  told  them  that 
they  would  go  to  the  "big  show."  Some 
of  the  mishapen  little  fellows  have  been 
in  the  children's  ward  for  more  than  a 
year,  and  they  are  all  to  see  their  first 
circus. 

Cripples   Forget  Pain. 

Out  in  Mercy^hospital  other  little  crip- 
ples forgot  their  pains  in  joyous  antici- 
pation, and  the  children  of  the  Home  for 
the  Crippled  are  counting  the  hours  until 
they  meet  Rocky  Mountain  Hank,  the 
veteran  stage  driver,  and  his  escort  of 
Indian  braves,  who  are  to  take  them  to 
the  show  in  the  Wild  West  stage  coach. 
In  order  /i*>  aid  in  the  outing,  Father 
M.    ItfTO&^i  director    of    the    St.     Paul's 
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Blini  Children 


in  Front  Seats  at 
"10f  Ranch"  Outing 

The  Post"  Gives 
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Roman  Catholic  orphanage  at  Idlewood, 
has  postponed  an  important  trip  in  order 
to  be  present   with   his  500  charges. 

Down  ffc  the  slums  and  throughout  the 
tenement  Ustrict  little  else  is  talked  of 
hut  tl  ,  .ming  great  clay.  Mothers  are 
set;  'Tint  about  in  efforts  to  have  their 
little  ones  look  their  prettiest.  Pitts- 
burgh's juvenile  population  for  the  time 
being  has  gone  Wild  West  mad,  and  their 
elders  are  being  affected  by  the  same 
malady. 

That  "The  Post"  and  101  Ranch  Show's 
treat  has  caused  such  widespread  ex- 
citement is  little  wonder.  Thousands  of 
men  and  women  are  thinking  to-night 
of  their  first  circus  and  wishing  that 
they   might  be  children   again. 

"Backward,  turn  backward,  oh,  Time 
in  thy  flight"  reflections,  may  be  un- 
availing, but  it  is  the  one  best  bet  to- 
day that  6,000  men  and  women  who  will 
fill  seats  about  the  big  arena  Tuesday 
afternoon  will  be  transformed  into  chil- 
dren again  at  the  sight  of  the  thousands 
of   kiddies   wild   with    delight. 

Hegira   to  the  Circus. 

Business  threatens  to  be  affected  by 
the  general  hegira  to  East  Liberty  Tues- 
day and  even  some  of  the  most  con- 
firmed of  baseball  fans  declare  that  they 
are   going   to  pass   the   ball    game   by   in 


INSTITUTIONS  PARTICIPATING 

3t.    Foul's    orphan    asylum,    Idlewooa 

(Catholic),   500. 
Pittsburgh    playgrounds,    800. 
Washington  park  settlement  and  play- 
ground. 
Lawrence   park   settlement   and   play- 
ground. 
Arsenal    park     settlement    and     play- 
ground. 
Ormsby     park     settlement    and     play- 
ground. 
Southside    park   settlement   and  play- 
ground. 
St.  Joseph's  orphanage  (Catholic),  'ZOU. 
Protestant    orphan    asylum    of     Pitts- 
burgh   and    Northside,    105. 
Avery    Trade    school      (colored     chil- 
dren).   110. 
Irene   Kaufmann   settlement,   200. 
United    Presbyterian    Orphans'    home, 

40. 
West       Penn       Institution      for      tne 

Blind,    40. 
Home  for   Crippled   Children,   40. 
Episcopal  Church  home,  60. 
Pittsburgh    Hospital    for    Children,    W. 
German     Protestant     orphan    asylum, 

Mt.    Lebanon,   42. 
J.    M.    Gusky    orphanage,    Perrysville, 

GO. 
St.    Michael's    orphan    asylum    (Catn- 

olic),   45. 
Polish   orphan  asylum     of     the     Holy 

Family    (Catholic),    Emsworth,    60. 
Odd    Fellows'     Orphans'     Home,     Ben 

Avon.  70. 
Kingsley  Settlement  house,  50. 
St.   Joseph's  Protectory  for   Homeless 

Boys   (Catholic),  25. 
Coleman  School  for  Colored  Boys,  25. 
Pittsburgh    Associated    Charities. 
Pittsburgh     Association    for    the    im- 
provement of  the  Poor. 
Salvation   Army. 
Volunteers  of  America. 
Allegheny     General      hospital,    ambu- 
lance,   attendants     and     15    crippled 
children. 
Mercy  hospital,   ambulance  and    crip- 
pled children. 
Allegheny   Day  nursery,  45. 
Soho  Baths  Settlement  house,  200. 
Woods  Run   Industrial   house,   100. 

Those  who   made  treat   possible: 
"The  Pittsburgh  Post." 
Miller    Brothers*    and    Arlington's    101 

Ranch  Wild  West  show. 
Pittsburgh      Railways      Company,     20 

special  cars. 
Pennsylvania    railroad    and    Pennsyl- 
vania lines  west,  special  train. 
Pittsburgh       department      of       public 

safety,  100  policemen. 
Pittsburgh    hospital,    ambulance,    phy- 
sician and  attendants. 
Pittsburgh   Dry  Goods  Company     ana 
Myers     &     Shinkle    Company,     3,ouo 
badges. 
Duquesne  council,  Knights  of  Colum- 
bus, aides. 


order  to  witness  the  spectacle  wfcen  the 
citizens  of  little  girl  and  boyland  as- 
semble at  the  side  of  the  arena. 

It  is  likewise  a  safe  prediction  that 
those  who  are  unable  to  go  to  the  big 
show  will  watch  for  "The  Post  Spe- 
cial" on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  from 
'.dlewood  and  the  Union  depot,  and  for 
he    carloads    of    happy    children    which 

ill   pass    through    every    section    of    the 

ty. 

Dn   the  street  as  well   as   at   the  show 

rounds  the  army  of  boys  and  girls  will 
rival  the  Wild  West  as  an  attraction. 
The  public's  attention  will  be  divided 
between  the  101  Ranch  Wild  West  street 
parade  and  the  march  of  young  Pitts- 
burghers    showward. 

Joseph  C.  Miller,  the  arenic  director, 
has  telegraphed  the  management  of  the 
big  outing  that  the  best  stunts  that  his 
cowboys  and  cowgirls,  Indians,  Cossacks, 
Mexicans  and  Canadian  rough  riders  are 
capable  of  accomplishing,  will  be  given 
immediately  in  front  of  "The  Post's" 
grandstand.  The  funniest  clowns  will  be 
distributed  among  the  children  to  sur- 
prise the  little  ones  and  add  to  their 
delight. 

Mr.  Miller,  when  he  makes  his  dash- 
ing entry  Into  the  arena,  will  wheel  his 
great  white  horse  before  the  children's 
seat  and  salute  them  in  true  Western 
ranger  fashion,  before  deigning  to  notice 
the  presence  of  the  several  thousand 
prosaic   "grown-ups." 

Will   See   Wild   West. 

If  noise  can  help  the  blind  children  to 
understand  what  is  going  on  before  their 
sightless  eyes  the  cowboys  declare  that 
there  will  be  nothing  lacking  in  this 
feature   of  the   entertainment. 

Realistic  pictures  of  Indian  and  cow- 
boy life  on  the  plains  will  be  enacted 
before  the  eyes  of  the  children.  The 
stage  coach  will  be  held  up,  the  settle- 
ment raided  and  special  lectures  will 
explain  every  detail  to  "The  Post's" 
guests,  so  that  the  smallest  child  may 
understand  what  the  sights  provided  for 
them   mean. 

Pittsburgh  boys  are  going  to  learn 
what  an  "outlaw"  is  among  the  horses 
of  the  West.  Wild  horses  will  dash 
about  the  arena  before  their  startled 
eyes.  In  short,  the  boys  and  girls  are 
going  to  learn  what  is  meant  by  that 
strange    Western    word,    "GeewhJzzer." 

The  popularity  so  well  earned  by  the 
101  Ranch  show  here  last  year  has  not 
been  forgotten  and  packed  performances 
are  promised  from  the  time  the  big 
arena  is  thrown  open  to  the  public  on 
Monday  afternoon  at  the  Exposition 
park,  Allegheny,  until  the  last  perform- 
ance at  East  Liberty,  Tuesday  night. 
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Blind  Boys  and  Girls  Expect 

to  Attain  High  Marks 

in  Field  Meet. 
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PRACTICING  OX  CAMPUS 


Fair   Contestants   in   Belle- 
field  Compete  in  Opening 
Event  Tomorrow. 


The  boys'  and  girls'  athletic  teams  of 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Blind  are  busy  on  the  campus  prac- 
ticing for  the  national  athletic  contests  of 
the  Schools  for  the  Blind.  There  are  16 
schools  in  the  association  and  500  entries 
are  expected.  The  girls'  contest  will  be 
held  tomorrow  on  the  Bellefield  avenue 
grounds,  and  the  boys'  contest  on  May  21. 

This  is  the  first  year  the  girls'  contest 
has  been  open  to  the  public  and  consider- 
able interest  will  be  attached  to  the 
events.  Last  year  the  girls'  team  of  the 
Pittsburg  institution  carried  off  first  prize, 
making  69  points  against  12  points  by  the 
Louisville  team.  Ihe  boys  of  the  home 
school  won  second  place. 

The  schools  are  located  throughout  the 
several  States  of  the  East,  South  and 
West  and  each  will  compete  on  its  own 
grounds.  The  home  teams  will  each  num- 
ber about  30  contestants,  Bome  of  whom 
won    honors    last   year. 
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Best  Team  in  History. 

This  year's  girls'  team,  in  the  opinion  of 
Miss  Margaret  Logan,  physical  director,  is 
ns  fine  as  any  in  the  history  of  the  school 
and  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that 
honors  will  be  kept  in  Pittsburg.  Some 
who  were  on  last  year's  team  will  compete 
again,  among  them  Elizabeth  Goodman, 
Frankie  Carlisle,  Jean  Porterfield.  Clara 
Yochem,  Corda  Vought,  Lucile  Walter, 
Stella  Plants,  Margaret  Smith  and  Sara 
Mite. 

Nine  girls  comprise  the  junior  team  and 
14  the  senior.  They  have  been  doing 
gymnasium  work  all  winter  and  outdoor 
work  since  the  weather  permitted.  In  the 
broad  and  high  jumps,  30  and  50-yard 
dashes  and  baseball  throw,  the  girls  evi- 
dence the  agility  of  trained  athletes.  The 
juniors  will  compete  in  the  three-legged, 
egg  and  sack  races.  In  former  years  the 
girls  objected  to  the  admission  of  the 
public,  but  this  year  they  have  sent  out 
many   invitations. 

The  50-yard  dash  is  one  of  the  attractive 

events.     Elizabeth  Goodman,  who  put  the 

time   to   the   top   notch   last   season,    this 

year   will  have   strong  opponents   in   Mar- 

gerie  Stewart,  Frankie  Carlisle  and  Corda 

Vought,    the    latter   being   picked   to    win 

:  the   high   jump,   and   Frankie   Carlisle  the 

broad    jump.     Last    season    the    baseball 

'  throw  was  won  at  87   feet,   while  in  the 

I  coming    contest    Iva    Bieghley    expects    to 

|  increase  the  distance  to  100  feet. 

Blind  Qirts  Athletes. 

The  junior  team  contestants  are:  Mar- 
garet Smith,  Stella  Matthews,  Clara 
Yockem,  Mildred  Mayo,  Jean  Porterfield, 
Analine  Hervey,  Sara  Mite,  Martha  Bow- 
ers and  Cristine  Steele;  the  senior  con- 
testants are  Stella  Plants,  Lucile  Walter, 
Autumn  Drak,  Frankie  Carlisle,  Cowsetta 
Millitt,  Margaret  Dougherty,  Mav  Vath, 
Minnie  Smith,  Corda  Vought,  Elizabeth 
Goodman,  Mary  Hunter,  Margerie  Stewart 
and   Iva  Bieghley. 

Elmer  A.  Pratt,  physical  director  for 
the  boys,  and  president  of  the  National 
Athletic  Association,  believes  he  has  a 
winning  team  and  that  the  Pittsburg 
school  will  capture  first  place.  Director 
Pratt  will  take  10  of  his  best  athletes  to 
Philadelphia  May  28,  to  compete  with  the 
Boston,  Batavia,  Baltimore  and  Overbrook 
teams. 

The  new  kindergarten  building,  said  to 
be  one  of  the  finest  and  best  equipped  of 
the  kind  in  the  country,  is  nearing  com- 
pletion and  will  be  dedicated  June  3,  in 
the  afternoon.  The  same  evening  the  in- 
stitution will  hold  its  annual  concert  at 
Carnegie  Music  Hall.  All  the  performers 
are  inmates  of  the  school.  ^ 
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PREPARING  FOR  MEETS 

AT  SCHOOL  IfOR  BLIND. 


Determined  tc*uphgfci$'l|fe  records  made 
last  year,  studditsjKtTlie  \Vestern  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind  are 
practicing  hard  for  the  various  atnietic 
contej£|«o  be  held  this  year.  The  first 
of  the  national  meets,  that  for  the  girls, 
will  be  held  tomorrow.  Each  team 
throughout  the  national  association  will 
b>Hd  the  contests  on  its  home  grounds, 
the  results  being  exchanged  with  other 
institutions  by  means  of  the  telegraph. 
East  year  the  Pittsburg  girls  carried  off 
first  honors.  The  meet  for  the  boys, 
which  brought  second  place  to  Pittsburg 
last  yeai,  will  be  held  May  21,  and  about 
20  of  the  lads  will  be  taken  to  Overbrook, 
Pa.,  for  a  dual  meet  on  May  30. 

Among  the  girls  who  are  entered  for 
the  various  events  tomorrow  are  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Elizabeth  Goodman,  Frankie  Carlisle, 
Jean  Porterfleld,  Clara  Yochem,  Corda 
Vought,  Lucille  Walter,  Stella  Plants, 
Margaret  Smith,  Sara  Mite,  Margaret 
Smith,  Stella  Matthews,  Mildred  Mayo, 
AualJtte  Hcrvey,  Martha  Bowera,  Crlstine 
£t«elt,  Autumn  Drak,  Cowsetta  Millitt, 
Margaret  Dougherty,  May  Vath,  Minnie 
Smith,  Mary  Hunter,  Margerie  Stewart 
and  Iva  Bieghley. 
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CHILDREk  WHO  CANNOT 


SEE  IN  THE  SACK  RACE 


Margaret  Smith  and  Jean  Porterfield,  students  at  Western  Pennsylvania  Institu- 
tion of  the  Blind,  practicing  sack  race  for  the  national  championship  field  events 
tomorrow. 


THEY  EXPECT  TO  WIN 


BLIND  CHILDREN  WHO  ARE 

PROMISING  IN  SCHOOL  ATHLETICS 


Junior  Class,  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  of  the  Blind,  left  to  right,  Mar-  \ 
garet  Smith,  Stella  Mathews,  Clara  Yochem,  Mildred  Mayo,  Jean  Porterfield, 
Analine   Hervey,    Sarah    Mite,    Martha    Bowers,   Christine  Steele. 


Miss  Corda  Vought, 
Young  blind  athlete  who  Is  counted  upon  to 
win  in  field  meet  tomorrow  for  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind.  Picture 
shows  her  .Inlshing  high  jump  in  practice  for 
championship  events.  Smaller  picture  shows 
Miss  Iva  Bleghley  preparing  to  make  distance 
throw    with    baseball. 
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BLIND  CHILDREN 

READY  T6  COMPETE 

Boys'  and  Girlsj|Jeains  of  Bellefield 
Institution  fe^ect  to  Carry  Away 
Honors  in  Coming  Contests 

^Crosiderable  interest  attaches  to  the 
'national  athletic  contests  of  the  school 
for  the  blind,  for  which  the  boys'  and 
girls'  athletic  teams  of  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind,  Belle- 
field,  are  busy  practicing  on  the  campus. 
The  girls'  contest  will  be  held  on  the 
Bellefield  grounds  tomorrow  and  the  con- 
test of  boys  on'  May  21.  There  are  16 
schools  in  the  association  and  500  entries 
are  anticipated.  This  is  the  first  year  the 
girls'  contest  has  been  open  to  the  public. 
Last  year  the  girls'  team  of  the  local 
school  captured  first  place  and  the  boys' 
team  second,  in  the  competitions. 

Some  of  the  girls  who  will  compete 
again  this  year  are  Elizabeth  Goodman. 
Frankie  Carlisle,  Jean  Porterfield,  Clare 
Yochem,  Corda  Vought,  Lucile  Walter, 
Stella  Plants,  Margaret  Smith  and  Sarah 
Mite.  In  the  50-yard  dash,  Elizabeth 
Goodman,  last  year's  winning  girl,  will 
lave  strong  opponents  this  time  in  Mar- 
?erie  Stewart,  Frankie  Carlisle  and  Corda 
bought. 

The  junior  contestants  are  Margaret 
>mith,  Stella  Matthews,  Clara  Yochem, 
Mildred  Mayo,  Jean  Porterfield,  Analine 
lervey,  Sarah  Mite,  Martha  Bowman, 
towers  and  Cristine  Steele.  The  senior 
ontestants  are  Stella  Plants,  Lucile  Wal- 
er,  Autumn  Drak,  Frankie  Carlisle,  Cow- 
etta  Millitt,  Margaret  Dougherty,  May 
rath,  Minnie  Smith,  Corda  Vought,  Eliza- 
eth  Goodman.  Mary  Hunter,  Margerie 
tewart  and  Iva  Bieghley.  Both  the  boys* 
nd  girls'  teams  are  expected  to  take  first 
onors  in  the  competitions. 
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BLINPT  PREPjARE   FOR   MEETS 

Athletic  Contests  in  Which  Sightless 

Children    ire    to    Compete 

AUr^Jt  Attention. 

Inmat&;  at'wMQ  Western  Pennsylvania 
TnstikjtftTn  for  the  Blind,  Bellefield  ave- 
MwL  are  preparing  for  two  national  tele- 
graphic athletic  meets  to  take  place  with- 
in the  next  two  weeks  and  a  section  con- 
test at  Overbrook,  near  Philadelphia,  on 
May  30.  Tomorrow  the  National  girls' 
meet  will  be  held.  It  will  be  participated 
in  by  nearly  all  the  girls  in  the  18  schools 
of  the  association. 

Twenty  of  the  Bellefield  boys  will  b( 
sent  to  Overbrook  to  represent  theii 
school  in  the  first  section  meet.  The  an- 
nual concert  of  the  institution  will  b 
held  June  3  in  Carnegie  Music  Hall, 
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jet  Postponed. 

Owing  to  unfavorable  weather  the  ath- 
letic meet  of  thejyprls  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvanm^wUHpition  for  the  Blind 
wasj^flfliyadrrTO.  ^5t  was  to  De  nel(*  5re,c;~ 
t§0Bqjp  morning,  but  will  come  off  at  9:30 
a.  m.  tomorrow.  It  will  be  the  first  an- 
nual athletic  performance  of  local  blincl 
girls. 
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CHEERS  GREET 
THE  VISII01S 


Spectators  Catch  the  Enthusi 

asm  of  the  Students  and 

Eagerly  Watch  Events. 


Marked  by  an  enthusiasm  of  the  kind 
that  is  scan  when  athletic  teams  repre- 
senting the  largest  institutions  of  learn- 
ing meet  upon  the  gridiron,  the  diamond 
or  the  cinder  path  to  win  honor  and 
glory  for  their  favorite  college,  the  girls' 
second  annual  athletic  contests  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind  were  held  this  morning  on  the 
grounds  of  the  institution  in  Belifield 
avenue. 

Amid  the  cheering  of  their  fellow- 
students,  the  enthusiastic  waiving  of 
pennants  and  the  strains  of  the  popular 
songs  of  the  day  with  appropriate  words 
substituted  for  the  original  lines  of  the 
song  issuing  from  the  throats  of  the 
blind  students,  the  girls  sought  hard  to 
win  honors  for  their  school.  With  in- 
tense interest  in  all  that  was  taking 
place,  the  other  students,  both  male  and 
female,  stood  by  and  loud  were  the 
cheers  for  the  victor  when  the  result  of 
an  event  was  announced.  The  spectators 
caught  the  enthusiasm  and  crowded  for- 
ward to  hear  the  result  of  an  event. 

A   more   happy   and   cheerful   app< 
'group  of  students  never  gathered  to  wit- 


ness  the  feats  of  school  athletes.  On 
every  hand  were  smiling  faces,  cheerful 
i  demeanor  and  eager  expressions  of  the 
hope  that  victory  would  come  to  the 
Pittsburgh  institution  as  a  result  of  the 
contest.  The  girl  contestants  were  clad 
in  neat  gymnasium  uniform  of  red  with 
black  stockings,  black  gymnasium  shoes 
and  neat  white  ties.  The  contestants 
presented  a  pleasing  picture. 

The  contest  was  under  the  direction  of 
the  National  Atheltic  Association  of  the 
Schools  for  the  Blind,  of  which  1G  schools 
are  members  and  was  for  national 
honors.  Judging  from  the  contest,  the 
aim  of  the  association  to  arouse  a  spirit 
of  true  sportsmanship  and  encourage 
physical  development  among  students  of 
the  various  institutions,  is  being  eminently 
realized.  The  ruddy  glow  of  health  on 
the  faces  of  the  girls  was  the  best  evi- 
dence of  a  body  strengthened  by  physical 
training  properly  supervised. 

A  remarkable  feature  of  the  contest 
was  the  confidence  which  the  blind  chil- 
dren have  in  their  ability  to  help  them- 
selves and  the  free,  careless  manner  in 
which  they  speed  down  the  track  in  the 
dashes.  The  running  events  are  con- 
ducted a  little  differently  from  the  usual 
manner  of  managing  events  of  the  kind. 
Only  one  girl  runs  at  a  time  and  a  wire 
is  stretched  along  one  side  of  the  track 
to  assist  in  guidance  of  the  runner.  The 
time  of  each  runner  is  taken  and  the 
girl  with  the  best  record  wins  the  event. 
Each  race  is  thus  against  time  and  each 
girl  went  into  the  affair  with  a  look  of 
determination  to  win  out  against  the  pro- 
verbial old   Father  Time 

The  officials  for  the  contest  were  Dr. 
J.  W.  Worrell,  timer;  Dr.  W.  L.  Savage, 
director  of  the  Pittsburgh  Athletic  Asso- 
ciation, judge;  and  H.  J.  Haber,  starter. 
Miss  Margaret  Logan,  director  of  the 
girl's  athletics  at  the  institution,  trained 
the  girls  for  the  contest. 

The  events  were:  Senior  35-yard  dash, 
standing  high  jump,  junior  50-yard  three- 
legged  race,  senior  50-yard  dash,  standing 
broad  jump,  200-yard  relay  race,  junij 
50-yard  sack  race,  senior  basebaj 
and  junior  50-yard  egg  race. 


&Uhd  Girls  Participate  in 
\         Sturdy  Athletic  Contests 
to* 


■■     Blind   Giil   Athlete   in   Baseball   Throwing   Contest. 
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The  second  annual  girls'  contest  of  the 
National  Athletic  Association  of  Schools 
for  the  Blind,  was  held  at  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the  Blind  to- 
day, commencing  at  10  o'clock.  The  of- 
ficials in  charge  are  Dr.  W.  L.  Savage, 
director  of  the  Pittsburg  Athletic  Asso- 
ciation, judge;  Dr.  J.  W.  Worrel,  timer, 
and  H.  J.  Haber,  starter.  The  girls  were 
trained  for  the  events  by  Miss  Margaret 
Logan,  director  of  girls'  athletics,  at  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institute.  Nine 
events  were   held. 

The  contest  is  between  10  schools  for 
the  blind,  all  of  the  moots  having  been 
held  on  Saturday,  excepting  the  event  at 
tlif  local  instittition,  which  was  postr 
poned  because  of  bad  weather.  Each 
school  contests  on  its  own  field,  the  re- 
sults being  certified  to  a  committee  of 
the    association. 

The  results  at  the  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania Institute: 

Baseball  throw  —  Miss  Corda  Vought,  first; 
Miss  Lucille  Walters  second;  Miss  Minnie 
Smith,   third.     Distance,   Go  feet  5  inches. 

36-yard  ,i«Fh— rl»r.-\  Yt>ohin-».  first:  L\lMJlp  | 
Walters,  sicomi;  J-liasbeth  Goodman,  third.  < 
Time— ri   peel 

CO- yard  thros-Kfcaea  race— Ahnallne  KsrV^y 
and  Clara  Yoehim,  first;  Stella  Matthews  and 
Mildred  Mayo,  soeond;  Margaret  Smith  and 
Christina  Steele,  mini.    Tin-, 

Standing  broad  Himr>— Aututmi  pi-ar.-.  fnv) ; 
Frankie  Carlisle.    saoot&S:   OWttG  Vouaht,   third, 

50- yard  sack  race—Jean  Portnrfield.  fiivtt 
Clar*  yoofilm,  second;  Sarah  MifOt.  third. 
Time— 11  ;>5  seconds. 

50-yard  egg  race— Clara  Yoehim,  first;  Anna- 
lino  Hervey,  second;  Stella  Matthews,  third. 
Time— 8  ;j-5  seconds. 

Standing  high  jump— Conda  Vought,  first; 
Stella  Plants,  second;  Lucille  Wallers,  third. 
Height.   3  feet. 

800-yard  relay  race  —  Won  by  Elizabeth 
Goodman,  Lucille  Walters.  Frankie  Carlisle  and 
Corda  Vought.     Time,  31  -1-5  seconds. 

50-yard  dash— Frankie  Carlisle,  first;  Clara 
Yoehim,  second,  and  Elizabeth  Goodman,  third. 
Time,  7  1-5  seconds. 

Several  records  made  last  year  were  lowered 
as  follows:  35-yard  dash,  2-5  seconds;  three- 
legged  race,  2-5  seconds;  relay  race,  1  second 
below  the  former  marks.  The  broad  jump  was 
1;:>  inches  better  than  last  vear. 

The  50-yard  race  was  concluded  after  six 
trials  <ight  contestants  running.  In  the  final 
run  Frankie  Carlisle  and  Clara  lrochim  had 
the  same  time  and  the  former  was  given  the 
place  on  her  showing  In  the  earlier  heats. 
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Ttee  B£md  Students  Expect  to 
Win  Their  Championship 

Sightless 
Girls  As 
Athletes 

/r**^ r 

[Jump,  Throw  Baseball  and 

Eiui  in  Races,  Making 

Good  Records. 


MUCH  SPEED  IS  SHOWN 


Official  at  Bellefield  Meet 

Expect  Pittsburg  to  Take 

National  Honors. 


Some  amazing  marks  were  made  yester- 
day in  the  second  annual  girls'  contest  of 
the  National  Athletic  Association  of 
Schools  for  the  Blinc^Qn^pjapBuunds  of 
the  Western  B«*ilSfr^SiaInstitute  for 
the  Blind,  Bellefield  avenue.  Had  it  not 
been  that  experts  were  in  charge  some 
of  the  feats  reported  might  have  seemed 
almost  unbelievable. 

The  sightless  lassies  jumped,  ran  and 
threw  in  a  manner  that  would  more  than 
do  credit  to  normal  girls  their  age.  One 
girl  threw  a  baseball  over  90  feet  (more 
than    the    distance    between    bases    on    a 


regular  diamond)— and  threw  it  straight; 
another  girl  leaped  three  feet  from  t'.-e 
ground  in  a  standing  jump,  and  the  run- 
ning time  made  in  various"  events  -was 
nothing  short  of  marvelous.  A  girl  ran 
35  yards  in  five  seconds. 

Dr.  W.  L.  Savage,  director  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Athletic  Association,  was  judge  of 
the  meet;  Dr.  J.  W.  Worrel,  timer,  and 
H.  J.  Haber,  starter.  Miss  Margaret 
Logan,  physical  director  for  girls  at  the 
school,  trained  the  girls.  Yesterday's 
events  had  been  postponed  from  last  Sat- 
urday, when  15  other  schools  for  the 
blind  held  meets  simultaneously.  Bad 
weather  interfered  here. 

Each  school ,  contested  on  its  own  field 
and  the  scores  will  be  sent  to  a  central 
committee,  which  later  will  announce  the 
complete  results  of  all  the  contests  and 
adjudge  the  winning  school.  It  is  freely 
predicted  that  the  school  which  is  an- 
nounced winner  over  Pittsburg  will  have 
been  "going  some."  The  results  at  yes- 
terday's events  were  as  follows: 
.  Baseball  Throw— Miss  Corda  Vought,  first; 
Miss  Lucille  Walters,  second;  Mies  Minnie 
Smith,    third.      Distance,    90    feet    5    inches. 

35-Yard    Dash— Clara    Yochim,     first;     Lucille' 
Walters,     second;     Elizabeth    Goodman,     third. 
Time,   5  seconds. 

50-Yard  Three-Legged  Race— Annaline  Her- 
vey  and  Clara  Yochim.  first;  Stella  Matthews 
and    Mildred    Mayo,     second;     Margaret    Smith 

and  Christina  Steele,  third.  Time,  9  1-5  sec- 
onds. 

Standing  Broad  Jump — Autumn  Drake,  first; 
Frankie  Carlisle,  second;  Corda  Vought,  third. 
Distance,    6    feet    10    inches. 

50- Yard  Sack  Race— Jean  Porterfield,  first; 
Clara  Yochim,  second;  Sara  Might,  third. 
Time.    11  3-5    seconds. 

50-Yard  Egg  Race— Clara  Yochim,  first;  An- 
naline Hervey,  second;  Stella  Matthews,  third. 
Time,    S  3-5   seconds. 

Standing  High  Jump— Corda  Vought,  first; 
Stella  Plants,  second;  Lucille  Walters,  third. 
Height,    3   feet. 

200- Yard  Relay  Race— Won  by  Elizabeth 
Goodman,  Lucille  Walters,  Frankie  Carlisle 
and   Corda   Vought.     Time,   31  4-5  seconds. 

50-Yard  Dash— Frankie  Carlisle,  first;  Clara 
Yochim,  second,  and  Elizabeth  Goodman, 
third.     Time,   7  1-5  seconds. 

Several  records  made  last  year  were  lowered. 

as  follows:  35-yard  dash,  2-5  second;  three- 
legged  race,  2-5  second;  relay  race,  1  second 
below  the  former  marks.  The  broad  jump 
was  1%  inches  better  than  last  year. 

The  L-O-yard  race  was  concluded  after  six 
trials,  eight  contestants  running.  In  the 
final  run  Frankie  Carlisle  and  Clara  Yochim 
had  the  same  time,  and  the  former  was  given 
the  first  place  on  her  showing  in  the  earlier 
heats. 

The  school  will  hold  its  annual  concert 
in  Carnegie  Music  Hall  on  June  3.  The 
concerts  have  become  so  popular  that  the 
music  hall  of  the  school  is  now  too  small 
to  hold  the  audiences  that  apply  for  admis- 
sion. Features  this  year  will  be  a  mixed 
choir  of  50  voices  and  a  stringed  orchestra 
of  50. 
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Afrs.  tieyl  Leaves  Money   to  Many 

institutions. 
BUTLER,  Pa.$%l&^Special.]— Mrs. 
Margaret  Hevl,  who  died  at  Prospect  laat 
week,  irywl  jfequests  to  many  institutions 
as  folio  war  fWestern  Pennsylvania  In- 
stitution lor  the  Blind,  Pittsourg,  $300; 
Orphans' /Home,  Zelienople,  $400;  Home 
for  Aged  People,  Zelienople,  $500;  Luth- 
eran Seminary,  Chicago,  $500;  Soldiers' 
Orphans'  Home,  Butler,  $500;  Western  In- 
stitution for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  $300; 
General  Hospital,  Butler,  $200. 
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,4  Concert  by  the  Blind. 

The    concert  jfc    he     given    at    Carnegie 
Music  Hall  on  Ftiday  evening.  June  3,  by 
the    music     department    of     the    Western 
'Pennsylvania   Institution   for   the   Blind   is 
Wing  lookecPfdrVard  to  with  intense  inter- 
est.   JW'M'horus    of    the    institution,    con- 
ietitog  of  over  fifty  blind  singers,  have  in 
reparation    Frederic    Cowen's    ever    beau- 
Rose  Maiden."    This  cantata  will  be 
ven  in  its  entirety  under  the  direction  of 
Villiam  L.  Mayer,  Who  is  the  head  of  the 
mime   department    of  the  school.     He    has 
assigned    the    soprano    solo    work    to    Miss 
fFlorence  McHenry,  while  the  various  alto 
'and  baritone  numbers  are  divided  between 
.Misses   May    Vath    and   Olive   Gibson   and 
'Messrs.   William   McXally  and   Samuel    G. 
Rowe.  respectively.    The  tenor  part  will  be 
divided  by  Daniel  James  and  David  Steph- 
ens of  this  city.     Mr.  James  is  the  young- 
est  student  of   vocal   music   in    the   school, 
and.    while    having    a    good    tenor    timbre, 
lacks    necessary     maturity     to     enable    his 
carrying   out    the    tenor   numbers    in    t heir- 
entirety.     David   Stephens     had   the     kind- 
ness to  consent  to  participation  in  the  con- 
cert— a   courtesy   ven-   much   appreciated. 

Ft  will  be  a  decidedly  unique  experience  to 
witness  a  performance — the  first  of  its  kind 
in  this  city— where  the  conductor  cannot 
be  seen  by  the  chorus,  and  yet  orchestra 
and  singers  must'  be  kept  together  by  his 
baton. 
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Blind  Ipoys 
Tied 
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For  Honor 


Three  Feats  Run  Before  One 
Sightless   Youth   Demon- 
strates His  Superiority. 

EVENTS  AT  BELLEFIELD 

Pittsburg    Athletes    Expect 

High  Mark  Over  Sixteen 

Other  Cities. 


Two  successive  dead  heats  between  con- 
testants in  one  of  the  events  was  a  fea- 
ture of  the  athletic  meet  for  blind  boys 
at  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind  in  Bellefiekl  yesterday 
morning.  Harry  Auen  and  Eugene  Mor- 
gret  had  tied  for  second  place  in  the  in- 
termediate   50-yard   dash. 

The  sightless  athletes  toed  the  scratch 
again  and  at  the  crack  of  the  pistol  they 
were  off  like  a  flash.  Making  splendid 
time  they  passed  the  tape  abreast  of  each 
other,  making  the  second  dead  heat.  Once 
again  the  performance  was  repeated,  Auen 
winning  the  race  by  the  barest  fraction 
of  a  second   over  Morgret. 

While  the  blind  boys  were  contesting 
similar  events  were  being  held  in  16  other 
cities,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  marks 
attained  yesterday  will  give  Pittsburg  a 
splendid  showing.  Events  and  winners 
were: 


Howard    Sweeley, 

Putting1    the    shot    at    annual    field    meet    of 

Western     Pennsylvania     Institution     for     the 

Blind. 


Standing-  Broad  Jump— First,  Joseph  Bwo- 
boda;  second,  Orlando  Young;  third,  Guy 
Nlckeson.      Distance,    8    feet   11    Inches.- 

Intermediate  50- Yard  Dash— First,  Cteorge 
Burton;  second,  Harry  Auen;  third,  Eugene 
Morgret.  Time,  6  4-5  seconds.  Auen  and 
Morgret  tied  for  second  place  in  the  race. 
When  they  ran  off  the  tie  they  made  a  second 
dead  heat.  They  ran  a  third  time  and  Auen 
was  the  victor. 

Senior  50- Yard  Dash— First,  Fred  Block;  sec- 
ond, Walter  Paczkowski;  third,  Joseph  Swo- 
boda.     Time,   6  seconds. 

Junior  CO- Yard  Sack  Race—First,  Earl  Duf- 
fey;  second,  Harold  Dreeson;  third,  Donald 
Ames.     Time,    10  2-5   seconds. 

Senior  Shot  Put  (12  pounds)— First,  Walter 
Paczkowski;  second;  Joseph  Swoboda;  third, 
Robert  Hanholdt.     Distance.  30  feet  10  Inches. 

Intermediate      Shot     Put      (8     pounds)— First, 


Robert    Henholdt, 

Throwing    the    discus    a!.    Western    Pennsyl- 
vania    Institution     for     the     Blind's     annual 
championship    field    meet. 


toward    Sweeley;    second,    Harry    Auen;    third, 
Seorge  Burton      Distance,   25   feet  11  Inches. 

Senior  Running-  Broad  Jump — First,  Amaza 
Uarr;  second,  Walter  Paczkowski;  third,  Jo- 
leph  Bwoboda.     Distance,   14  feet  9  Inches. 

Junior  Running  Broad  Jump— First,  George 
Burton;  second,  Harry  Auen;  third,  Eugene 
Morgret.      Distance,    13    feet   9*4    inches. 

Three  Standing  Jumps — First,  Joseph  Swo- 
DOda;  second,  Walter  Paczkowski;  third,  Fred 
Schacherer      Distance,  26   feet  6  inches. 

Junior  50- Yard  Three-Legged  Race— First, 
Donald  Ames  and  Earl  Duffy;  second,  James 
Vought  and  Harlowe  EUerbrock;  third,  Guy 
Craig  and  Harold  Dreeson.  Time,  8  1-5  sec- 
onds. 

Senior  75-Yard  Dash— First,  Fred  Block;  sec- 
ond, Walter  Paczkowski;  third,  Guy  Nicheson. 
Time,  8  2-5  seconds.  Former  record  broken  by 
2-5  of  a  second. 

Senior  Standing  High  Jump— First,  Fred 
Schacherer;  second,  Joseph  Swoboda;  third, 
Amesa  Carr.     Height,   3  feet  8  inches.  Jj? 
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BLIND  BOYS  VIE 

IN  ATHLETICS 


At  the  same  time  that  similar  ath 
letic  contests  were  being  held  in  insti 
tutions  for  the  blind  in  16  differen 
cities  of  the  country,  the  boys  of  th 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  fo 
the  Blind  held  their  annual  athleti 
contest  yesterday  morning. 

The  sightless  boys  aroused  great  en- 
thusiasm by  their  clever  work  among 
the  many  spectators.  The  contest  be- 
gan at  10  o'clock  yesterday  morning 
and  was  held  on  the  campus  of  the  in- 
stitution   on    Bellefield    avenue. 

All  of  the  contestants  were  dressed 
in  white  athletic  suits.  All  the  pupils 
of  the  institution  were  present  on  the 
campus  and  each  carried  a  flag  or  ban- 
ner which  they  waved  when  the  result 
of  a  contest  was  announced.  The 
friends  and   winners  were  as  follows: 

Standing  broad  jump— First.  Joseph  Swoboda: 
second,  Orlando  Young;:  third.  Guv  Nickeson. 
Distance— S    feet    11    inches. 

Intermediate  50-yard  dash— First.  George 
Burton:  second,  Harry  Auen;  third.  Eugene 
Moigret.  Time— 6  4-5  seconds.  Auen  and  Mor 
giet  tied  for  second  place  in  the  race.  When 
they  ran  off  the  tie,  they  made  a  second  dead 
heat.      They    ran    a    third    time    and    Auen    was 

te   victor. 

Senior   50-yard   dash— First.    Fred   Block:   sec- 

Qd.     Walter    Paczkowskl.;     third,    Joseph    Swo- 

oda.     Time— 6   seconds. 

Junior   5<i-yard   sack    race— First.    Earl  Duffey: 

•  nil. i.i  Mauri]  Dresson;  third.  Donald  Ames. 
Ime — 10  2-5  seconds. 

Senior  shot   j.ut    (12   lbs.)— First.   Walter  Facz- 

owski:  second.  Joseph  Swoboda:  third.  Rob- 
it   Handoldt.     Distance— ."{0  feet   10  inches. 

Intermediate  shot  put  (8  lbs.)— First.  Howard 
iweeley;  second.  Harrv  Auen:  third.  Georga 
Jurton.     Distance— 23   feet    II    inches. 

Senior  runmng  broad  junv.i  —  First.  Ames$ 
!arr;    second.    Walter   Paczwovvskt;    third,  -Josi, 

wofcoda.      Distance,    14    feet.    '..)    inches 

Junior    running    broad    jump  —   First,    George' 
'urton;     second,     Harry 
Morgret.      Distance.    13   feet 

Three     standing     jumps—  First      Joseph 
-oda     second,    Waltei     Paczkowskl;    third,    Fred 
tierer.      Distance.   2(5   fee*    0   inches. 

Junior  50-yard  three-legr.ed  race— First,  Don- 
ald Aamcs  and  Earl  Duffy  i  second.  J  a.  tries 
V ought  and  Hatlowe  Ellerbroek:  third,  Guy 
Craig  and  Harold  Dreo.ion.  Time.  H  1-5  sec- 
onds 

Senir  75-yard  Cash— First.  Fred  Block:  sec- 
ond. Walter  Paczkowskl;  third,  Guy  Nichesbn. 
TJme,  8  2-5  seconds.  Former  record  broken  by 
2-5    of   a    see  <nd. 

Senior  standing  high  jump— First,    Fred   Sch 
nl.    Joseph   Swoboda;    third, 
Our.   [xtel&ft.' Z  feet  8  inches. 
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BLIND  CHORUS 
TO  PARTICIPATE 
INBIGCONCERT 

Students  a&f  ellefield  Institu- 
tfm    Preparing    to    Render 
.Frederic     Cowen's     "Rose 
f  Maiden"  at  Carnegie  Hall 

TO  BE  ACCOMPANIED 

BY  ORCHESTRA  OF  25 


The  concert  to  be  given  at  Carnegie 
Music  Hall  on  Friday  evening,  June  3,  by 
the  music  department  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  FUh^y^ 
being  looked  forward  to  with  iirfgflse  in- 
terest. 

The  members  of  the  chorus,  consisting 
of  over  50  blind  singers,  have  in  prepar- 
ation Frederic  Cowen's.  ever  beautiful 
"Rose  Maiden."  This  cantata  will  be 
given  in  its  entirety  under  the  direction 
of  William  L.  Mayer,  who  is  the  head  of 
the  music  department  of  the  school. 

What  will  make  this  event  especially  in- 
teresting to  musicians  and  music  lovers 
Is  the  fact  that  the  work  will  be  given 
with  an  orchestral  accompaniment,  furn- 
ished by  25  especially  selected  instru- 
mentalists. Many  people  have  heard  the 
very  evcellent  work  of  these  blind  musi- 
cians in  the  Bellelield  avenue  institution, 
but  on  no  previous  occasion  has  the 
chorus  undertaken  so  pretentious  a  com- 
position. 

In  other  institutions,  when  any  large 
cantata  or  similar  musical  work  has  been 
producer],  the  director  almost  invariably 
has  depended  on  professional  vocalissts 
for  the  solo  parts,  but  pupils  of  the 
vocal  music  division  of  the  blind  school 
will  essay  this  work  on  this  occasion. 
Mr.  Mayer  has  assigned  the  soprano  solo 
work  to  Miss  Florence  McHenry,  while 
the  various  alto  and  baritone  numbers 
are  divided  between  Misses  May  Vath  and 
Olive  Gibson  and  William  McNally  and 
Samuel  G.  Rowe,  respectively.  The  tenor 
parts  will  be  divided  between  Daniel 
James  and  David  Stephens,  of  this  city. 
Mr.    James    is    the    youngest    student    of 


Bl  music  in  the  school,  and,  while  hav- 
a  good  tenor  timbre,  lacks  necessary 
irity  to  enable  his  carrying  out  the 
tenor  numbers  in  their  entirety.  Mr. 
Stephens  had  the  kindness  to  consent  to 
participate  in  the  concert. 
,'Jt  wtss  be  a  decidedly  unique  experience! 
to  witness  a  performance,  the  first  of  its* 
kind  in  this  city,  where  the  conductor* 
cannot  be  seen  by  the  chorus  and  yet. 
orchestra  and  singers  must  be  kept  tor 
gether  by  his  baton.  V>.  Mayer  states 
that  there  is  no  resort  to  special  arrange- 
ment of  any  sort  in  securing  the  correct 
attack  at  the  proper  time,  but  that  he 
chorus  couns  its  rests,  etc.,  governing 
itself  at  all  time  by  the  note-values  ex- 
actly in  accordance  with  what  the  Braille 
copies  of  the  cantata  contain. 

This  production  may,  therefore,  be  a 
splendid  example  to  the  singers  in  a 
seeing  chorus,  as  it  will  demonstrate  the 
tremendous  possibilities  which  proper  con- 
centration  can   realize. 

The  concert  is  free.  Reserved  seats 
may  be  secured  by  application  at  the 
institution. 


Puttsbic-rcC  ,   "Pa- 


ID 


oS 


t. 


*W\3UM    3-3>-    \°\\o 


Blind  School's  Commencement. 


The   program   fO£.  iommencement   week 

00  the  Westerru  Pennsylvania  Institution 

for  the  Bliilfl  i/«&  follows:    Friday,  June 

;  3 — 3:3^   ]>.    m  ,    dedication   of   new   kinder- 

!  garjfrfc^building;   8:15  p.   m.t    annual   con- 

ce/i    at    Carnegie    Music    hall.     Monday, 

4  6—8    p.    m.,    gymnastic    exhibition, 

'orterfleld  Memorial  gymnasium,  Wednes- 
day, June  8—8  p.  m.,  junior  closing  exer- 
cises, school  chapel.  Thursday,  June  9-*- 
8  p.  m.,  reception  to  graduating  class, 
school  parlors.  Friday,  June  10—8  p.  nr 
commencement  exercises,  sch, 
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Invitation^  haftpnpeen  sent   out  by  the 
director^  and'   faculty    of     the     Western 
Pejfcpj'lvania  Institution  for  th^JJlind  f or 
ipi  commencement    week    exeras^F'IPiHU 
i!*egin  Friday,  June  3,  at  3:30  o'clock  with 
the    dedication    of    the    new    kindergarten 
building.    At  8:15  o'clock  of  the  same  day 
the   annual    concert   will    be    held   in   the 
Carnegie  Music  Hall.    The  gymnasium  ex- 
hibition   will    be    held     Monday    evening; 
June  6,  in  the  Porterfield  Memorial  gym- 
nasium-   the   junior    closing   exercises   will 
be   held  in  the  school  chapel   Wednesday 
evening,  June  8;   Thursday  evening,  Jun< 
9,  there  will  be  a  reception  to  the  gradu 
ating  class  in  the  school  parlors,  and  Fri 
day  evening,  .June  10,  the  commencemeni 
exercises  will  be  held  in  the  chapel. 
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Amnziner  Pastimes  for  tne  Blind. 

Though  blind  children  excite  great  pity, 
they  are  enabled  nowadays  through  many 
duwrttable  Institutions  to  get  much  keen 
jnjoyjpflentf-in  addition  to  a  thorough  edu- 
flatiof.  \nP-$-eat  has  been  the  advance- 
ent  in  the  art  of  teaching  the  blind  to 
e  with  their  hands  and  their  ears  that 
ey  do  and  enjoy  things  in  a  most  re- 
arkable  manner.  There  is,  for  instance, 
National  Athletic  Association  of  Schools 
the  Blind.  A  meet  was  hBliinmently 
PntWCTeTphTa  arid  blind  girls  and  boys 
amazing  feats.  Girls  jumped,  threw 
•aseballs,  ran  short  dashes,  did  high 
jumping.  Boys  ran  short  dashes,  had  s-ack 
races,  ran  relay  races  and  even  engaged 
in  three-legged  races.  It  is  surprising  how 
many  blind  children  wish  to  go  to  "see" 
spectacles  such  as  circuses  or  "Wild  West 
shows.  If  they  have  a  person  with  them 
who  will  give  them  a  faint  idea  of  the 
acts  their  imagination  plays  about  thos 
few  words  and  they  seem  to  follow  t' 
feats  with  their  ears 
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BLIND  .STUDENTS'  CONCERT 

i  J  THE  EVENING  OF  JUNE  3 


ill.ianiiift 


BLIND   STUDENTS  AND  THEIR  TEACHER. 
Rear  row,  from  left  to  right— William    L.  Mayer,  director  of  music  at  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the  Blind;   Samuel  Rowe,  William  M.  Nalley  and  Daniel 
James.      Front   row— Florence   McHenry,    Olive  Gibson  and  May  Vath. 

The  annual  musical  concert  given  tiy 
the  students  of  the  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  Blind,  Bayard 
street,  will  be  held  in  Carnegie  Music 
Hall,  Friday  evening,  June  3.  This  is 
the  first  time  that  the  students  have  ap- 
peared In  the  music  hall,  but  the  chapel 
of  the  school  has  been  found  to  be  too 
small  to  accommodate  the  great  number 
of  people  who  wish  to  attend  the  concert 
this   year. 

The  concert  is  free  to  the  public.  It  is 
distinctly  unique,  in  that  not  one  of  the 
singers  has  even  the  slightest  glimmering 


of  sight,  yet  their  work  is  absolutely 
uniform  and  splendidly  artistic.  This 
year  the  chorus  will  be  assisted  with  an 
orchestra  of  25  pieces,  selected  from  the 
former  Pittsburg  Symphony  and  the 
present  Pittsburg  Festival  Orchestras. 
The  director  is  William  L.  Mayer.  Th« 
beautiful  cantata,  "The  Rose  Maiden,"  b3 
Frederick  Cowen,  will  be  given.  During 
the  intermission  Henry  Harty  will  render 
a  selection  on  the  piano  and  Guy^ 
Nicheson    on    the    organ. 

The  soloists  in  the  cantata  are  Florence 
McHenry.  Olive  Gibson,  May  Vath, 
Samuel  Rowe,  William  McNally  and 
Daniel  James.  The  musical  department 
of  this  school  for  the  blind  is  well-known 
for  its  performances,  which  are  always  of 
an  exceptionally  high  order.  It  is  one  de- 
partment which  the  students  enjoy,  per- 
haps more  than  any  other.  The  diffi- 
culties of  producing  a  cantata  with  per- 
formers afflicted  as  are  these,  are  in- 
numerable, but  they  are  surmounted  sur- 
prisingly. The  performance  is  certain  tc 
be  one  of  the  artistic  successes  of 
season. 
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BLIND  CHILDREN 

TO  SING  CANTATA 


Few     events     in     the     past     musical 

f season  will   suflKMin  novelty  and  ar- 

;,,  tistic   excellence      the     concert     of   the 

|  rousi^department  of  the  Western  Penn- 

jsylwuua     Institution     for     the     Blind, 

whjbh  will  be  given  at  Carnegie  music 

hall  next  Friday  at  8:15  o'clock  in  the 

eyening. 

,  The  work  to  be  rendered  is  the  can- 
TOta  "Rose  Maiden."  by  Frederick 
Cowen.  The  chorus  will  number  55. 
It  will  be  the  first  opportunity  for  a 
local  audience  to  hear  such  a  work  by 
blind  singers,  who  cannot  be  controlled 
by  the  conductor  and  who  must  sing 
with  the  same  precision  as  any  other 
chorus.  Accompaniments  on  the  organ 
or  piano  where  a  single  individual  can 
adapt  themselves  to  the  rendition  of 
the  solo  or  chorus  with  ease  are  very 
simple  matters.  Again,  conducting  an 
orchestra  and  choru,s  both  able  to  see 
the  director  is  likewise  not  difficult 
when  the  baton  is  in  experienced  hands, 
but  the  proposition  wl  ieti  presents  | 
itself  to  A\  er,  is  different. 

Another  feature  of  the  entertainment 
lies  in  the  circumstance  that   the 
ists  instead  of  being  specially  engaged 
professional   singers,    as    is   usually   the 
custom  at  such  concerts,  will  be 
of  the  vocal  department  of  t 
Two  of  the  tenor  numbers  will  be  sung 
by  Mr.  David  Stephens.     Other  soloists 


no;  May 
Vath,  alto;  Olive  (Gibson,  alto;  Daniel 
James,  tenor;  William  McNally,  bari- 
tone,  and  Samuel  G.   Eowe,   baritone. 
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BLIND  PUPILS 
WILL  ENTERTAIN 

fvijHjira 

Jf)l£ndid  Entertainment  Is 
Planned  for  This  Year  and 
Carnegie  Hall  Will  Be  Used 
to  Accomodate  Big  Audience 


Few  events  in  the  past  musical  season 
will  surpass  in  novelty  and  artistic  ex- 
cellence the  concert  of  the  music  depart- 
ment of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind,  which  will  be  given 
at  Caniegie  Music  hall  on  Friday  even- 
ing, June  3,  at  8:16  o'clock. 

The  musical  people  and  society  at  large 
is  looking  forward  to  this  occasion  with 
interest.  This  is  the  first  instance  that 
the  school  for  the  blind  has  carried  the 
very  exoellent  work  which  it  is  doing 
into  a  field  where  a  large  percentage  of 
the  public  can  have  the  opportunity  of 
judging  the  results  obtained  by  this  in- 
stitution. 

Formerly  the  public  attendance  has 
been  limited  to  the  seating  capacity  of 
the  school  chapel.  Then,  even  though 
admissions  were  limited  by  card,  the 
dense  throngs  which  assembled  to  hear 
the  work  of  the  students  represented  only 
a  small  portion  of  the  people  who  would 
like  to  have  been  present.  It  was  for 
this  reason  that  the  directors  of  the  in- 
stitution decided  to  engage  Carnegie 
Music  hall,  and  thus  afford  opportunity 
to  many  to  enjoy  this  treat.  In  addition 
there  has  been  selected  an  orchestra  of 
25  pieces. 


The  work  to  be  rendered  is  the  cantata 
"Rose  Maiden."  by  Frederick  Cowen. 
The  chorus,  numbering  55,  will  sing  this 
work  in  its  entirety.  It  will  be  the  first 
opportunity  for  a  local  audience  to  hear 
such  a  work  by  blind  singers,  who  can- 
not be  controlled  by  the  conductor  and 
who  must  sing  with  the  same  precision 
as  any  other  chorus.  W.  L.  Mayor,  di- 
rector of  the  music  department  of  the 
school,  will  conduct  his  pupils  and  the 
orchestra. 

Another  feature  of  the  entertainment 
lies  in  the  corcumstance  that  the  solo- 
ists, instead  of  being  specially  engaged 
professional  singers,  as  is  usually  the 
custom  at  such  concerts,  will  in  this 
instance  be  pupils  of  the  vocal  depart- 
ment of  the  school.  Two  of  the  tenor 
numbers  will  be  sung  by  David  Steph- 
ens, who  has  valunteered  to  participate. 
The  other  soloists  are  Miss  Florence  Mc- 
Henry,  soprano,  Miss  May  Vath,  alto; 
Miss  Olive  Gibson,  alto;  Daniel  James, 
tenor;  William  McNally,  baritone;  Sam- 
uel   G.    Rowe,    baritone. 

The  directors  of  the  school,  H.  Kirke 
Porter,  Colonel  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  Dr. 
W.  F.  Robeson  and  Messrs.  O.  M.  Ed- 
wards, William  L.  Abbott,  Joseph  Home 
Holmes,  Charles  L.  Taylor  and  Lawrence 
Dilworth  are  working  to  make  this  occa- 
sion  a  great  success. 


U  STUDENTS  TO 
GRADUATf  NEXT  WEEK 
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-ment  week  at  the  Western 
Pftjjnsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind 
tflll  begin  to-morrow  afternoon  at  3:30 
ip'clock  with  the  dedication  of  the  new 
^kindergarten  building.  In  the  evening 
,  the  annual  concert  will  be  held  at  Car- 
'  negie   Music  hall. 

!  Monday  evening  a  gymnastic  exhibition 
■  will  be  held  In  the  Porterfleld  Memorial 
gymnasium,  and  Wednesday  afternoon 
the  junior  closing  exercises  will  be  held 
in  the  school  chapel.  The  exercises  will 
close  with  a  private  reception  the  even- 
ing of  June  9,  and  the  commencement  ex- 
ercises the  evening  of  June  10,  in  the*' 
school   chapel.  J0 
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Concert  Will  Be  Presented  at 

Carnegie  Music  Hall  on 

Next  Friday  Night, 


Probably    the    most   novel   and    artistic 
affairs  that  have  been  given  during  the 
musical  season  will   be  the  concert  next 
Friday  night  by  the  musical  department 
of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  j 
for  the  Blind.     The  concert  will  be  given 
in   Carnegie    Music   Hail,    this    being   the  , 
first    time    that   a    concert    presented    by  ! 
the  blind  has   been  open  to   the  general  I 
public. 

It  has  been  the  usual  custom  to  have  ' 
the  public  attendance  limited  to  the 
capacity  of  the  school  chapel  and  the 
admissions  were  limited  by  cards.  This 
made  it  impossible  for  hundreds,  who 
desired  to  hear  the  concert,  to  attend. 
For  this  reason  Carnegie  Music  Hall  was 
engaged  for  this  year's  affair.  The 
musically  inclined  persons  from  all  walks 
of  life  are  looking  forward  to  this  oc- 
casion with  keen  interest.  An  orchestra 
of  25  pieces  has  also  been  engaged. 

"Hose  Maiden,"  the  cantata  by  Fred- 
srick  Cowen  will  be  rendered,  the  chorus 
of  55  voices  singing  this  work  in  its  en- 
tirety. This  will  be  the  first  time  local 
ludiences  have  been  given  an  opportu- 
nity to  hear  such  a  work  by  blind  singers, 
who  cannot  be  controlled  by  the  conduc- 
tor and  who  must  sing  with  the  same  pre- 
cision as  any  other  chorus.  TV.  L.  Mayer, 
director  of  the  music  department,  will 
conduct  the  pupils  and   the   orchestra. 

Another    feature    of    the    entertainment  I 
lies   in    the    circumstance    that    the    solo-  ' 
ists,    instead   of   being   specially    engaged  I 
professional    singers,    as    is    usually    the  ' 
custom  at  such  concerts,  will  in   this  in- 
stance  be  pupils  of  the  vocal  department  j 
of   the    school.     Two   of   the   tenor    num-  ( 
bers  will  be  sung  by  David  Stephens,  who  ? 
has     volunteered     to     participate.       The 
other    soloists    are:    Miss    Florence    Mc-  • 
Henry,    soprano;    Miss    May    Vath,    alto; 
Miss    Olive    Gibson,    alto;    Daniel    James,  i 


tenor;  William  McNally,  baritone;  Sam- 
uel G.  Rowe,  baritone. 

The  applications  for  tickets  has  been 
large,  and  it  is  expected  the  audience 
will  be  a  distinctly  representative  one. 
T.  S.  McAloney,  superintendent  of  the 
school,  has  charge  of  the  distribution  of 
tickets.  There  will  be  no  charge  for  ad- 
nission  or  seats.  Regular  reserved  seats 
ire  being  issued  so  that  everybody  will 
)e  seated  comfortably.  Admission  will 
>e  limited  to  the  seating  capacity  of  the 

all. 
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BUND'S  KINDERGARTEN 
BEAUTIFULjSTRUCTURE. 

BeHefield  Building  Will- Be  Dedi- 

c'ated  To-Day — Model  of 

Its  Kind, 


Representatives  of  the  press  ana 
friends  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  in- 
stitution for  the  Blind  were  granted  a 
private  view  of  the  handsome  and  most 
complete  new  kindergarten  in  tne 
grounds  of  the  institution  in  Belleneia 
last  night.  The  new  kindergarten  was 
completed  at  a  cost  of  over  $65,000,  of 
which  the  State  appropriated  $30,000,  tne 
balance  of  the  sum  being  made  up  oy 
the  directors  of  the  institute.  It  is  built 
in  the  Italian  renaissance  and  is  rur- 
nished  with  mission  furniture,  and  tne 
interior  Is  finished  in  old  English  style. 
The  building  has  four  stories. 

The  basement  is  devoted  to  rne 
kitchen,  storage  rooms  and  quarters  lor 
the  domestics.  The  first  floor  contains 
large  reception  rooms,  sewing  room,  ait- 
ting  room,  office,  dining  room  and  a 
large  kindergarten,  which  can  be  trans- 
formed into  three  large  class  rooms,  on 
both  ends  of  the  building  are  spacious 
sun  parlors  to  be  used  by  the  children. 

The  second  floor  is  used  for  dormitory 
purposes,  the  rooms  being  for  three  cnn- 
dren  only.  The  third  floor  will  be  used 
for  the  housing  of  teachers  heretoioro 
quartered   in   the  main  building. 

The  new  building  will  be  dedicated  this 
aifternoon,  after  which  a  public  inspec- 
tion  of   the   building   will   be   given. 


The  Directors    and    Faculty 

OF    THE 

Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind 

pittsburgh,  pa. 
cordially    invite    you    to    attend 
the    Exercises  op  Commence- 
ment Week,  1910- 


Calendar 


FRIDAY,    JUNE    3rd- 

3.30  p.  m.  dedication  of  new  kindergarten 
building.    (admission  by  card  only.) 

8.15  p.  m.   annual  concert, 

Carnegie    Music    Hall. 

(reserved  seats  can  be  obtained  by  ap- 
plication TO  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  INSTITU- 
TION.) 

MONDAY,    JUNE    6th- 

8.00  P.  M.      GYMNASTIC     EXHIBITION, 

PORTERFIELD      MEMORIAL     GYMNASIUM. 

WEDNESDAY,    JUNE    8th— 

8.00  p.  m.    junior  closing  exercises, 
School   Chapel. 
THURSDAY,    JUNE    9th— 

8.00  P.M.  RECEPTION  TO  THE  GRADUATING 
CLASS, 

School   Parlors,    (private.) 
FRIDAY,    JUNE    IOth— 

s.oo  p.  m.    commencement  exercises, 
School   Chapel. 


DEDICATION  EXERCISES 

OF  THE 

KINDERGARTEN  BUILDING 

AT  THE 

Western  Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the  Blind 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  3,  1910 

Program 

1  Organ — "Marche  Solenelle" Loret 

Jennie  Snyder 

2  Invocation 

Rev.  R.  M.  Little 

3  Address 

Hon.  H.  Kirke  Porter 
President  of  the  Board  of  Directors 

4  Piano  Solo — "Hungarian" .' MacDowell 

Bertha  Johnston 

5  Address 

Judge  Joseph  Buffington 

6  Address 

E.  Cary  Montague 
Superintendent  of  the  West  Virginia  School  for  the  Blind 

7  Piano  Solo — "Caprice" Raff 

Ethel  Crooks 

8  Address 

Colonel  Samuel  Harden  Church 

9  Address        

Chas.  F.  F.  Campbell 
Superintendent  of  the  Pittsburgh  Association  for  the  Adult  Blind 

10  Piano  Duo:  "Fantasia" Verdi-Melnotte 

Henry  Harty  and  Guy  Nickeson 

1 1  Address        

Rev.  J.  Leonard  Levy,  D.  D. 

12  Address        .     ." 

Hon.  Francis  J.  Torrance 
President  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities 

13  Address        

O.  H.  Burritt 
Superintendent  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind 

14  Chorus:  "America"         

Senior  and  Junior  Choruses 
Inspection  of  the  Kindergarten  Building 

• 

(Floral  Decorations.  H.  L.  Blind  &■  Brothers) 
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KINDERG 

FOR  AM  IS  BEING 
DEDICATED  TODAY 


i  Prominent  men  are  taking  part  this 
afternoon  in  the  dedication  of  the  new 
kindergurten  erected  by  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  institute  for  theJjJj00FW 
Bellefield.  This  evening,  thd^mpils  of 
the  institute,  aided  by  an  orchestra 
give  their  annual  concert  in  the  Carnegie 
Music  Hall.  The  program  of  this  after- 
noon's dedicat  on   exeicises  is  as   follow.-;: 

Organ.  "Marc  he  Solc-nelle,"  Loret,  Jennie 
gnyder;  invocation,  Rerr.  fi.  M  .Little;  a 
H  Kirke  Porter,  president  of  the  board  of 
directors;  piano  solo,  "Hungarian.,"  MacDow- 
©II;  address,  Judge  Joseph  Bufflngtan;  address, 
Montague,  superintendent  of  the  West 
Virginia  School  for  the  Blind;  piano  solo, 
"Caprice."  Raff,  Ethel  Crooks;  address.  Colony 
Samuel  Harden  Church;  address,  Charles  F.  F 
Campbell,  superintendent  of  the  Pltt3burg  As- 
sociation for  the  Adult  Blind;  piano  duo,  "Fan- 
tasia." Verdi-Melnotte  Henry  Harty  and  Guy 
Kickcson;  address.  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Levy 
address,  Francis  J.  Torrunee,  president  of  the 
State  Board  or'  Charities;  address,  O.  H.  Bur- 
ritt,  Overbrook,  Pa.,  superintendent  of  the 
Pennsylvania  institution  for  the  Instruction  of 
the  blind;  chorus.  "America,"  senior  and 
Junior  choruses;  inspection  of  the  kindergarten 
building'. 

The  building  is  a  four-story  structure 
and  is  built  in  the  style  of  .the  Italian 
renaissance.  It  is  furnistffed  jn  mission 
style,  and  will  accomodate  about  30  chil 
dren.  The  cost  of  building  was  JGJT.OOO 
£30,000  of  which  was  appropriated  by  ft 
State, 
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Dedicate  Kindergarten  in  Belle- 
•     field— Commencement 
Starts. 


SIGHTLESS  GIVE   CONCERT, 


Judge  Buffington  Upholds  Rep 

•  utation  of  State  in 

Address. 


WELL-KNOWN   MEN  SPEAI 


Dedicatory  exercises  of  the  new  kinde 
garten  building  of  the  Western  Pennsy 
vanla  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Belleriel 
avenue,  were  held  yesterday  afternoo 
and  were  attended  by  a  large  numb'- 
interested  in  the  work.  The  exerciser 
held  in  the  institute  chapel,  were  pre 
sided  over  by  former  Congressman  H 
Kirke  Porter,  president  of  the  board  o 
directors. 

Occupying  seats  on  the  rostrum  wen 
Judge  Joseph  Buffington,  Colonel  Samue 
Harden  Church,  Charles  F.  F.  Camp- 
bell, recently  appointed  superintendent  ol 
the  Pittsburgh  Association  of  the  Adult 
Blind;  Rabbi  J.  Leonard  Levy,  Rev.  Dr. 
R.   M.   Little  and   Dr.   John  A.   Brashcar, 
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Following  an  invocation  offered  by 
Dlttle,   Mr.   Porter  reviewed   the  work 
the   institute    for    the   last   30  years,    .and 
told  of  the  growth  both  in  holdings  and 
in  work  done. 

Judge  Buffington  made  a  vigorous  de- 
fense of  Pennsylvania,  which  he  said  was 
greatly  maligned   by   outsiders.    Said  he: 

State  Gives  Much  for  Charity. 

"No  State  gives  so  much  for  charitable 
purposes  as  does  the  Keystone  State, 
and  when  you  get  out  into  the  wor'd, 
sightless  though  you  may  be,  don't  stand 
for  any   'mud-slinging.'  " 

Dr.  Levy  spoke  on  the  work  of  the  in- 
stitute and  of  the  interest  taken  in  it 
by  Pittsburghers,  as  well  as  by  all  other 
residents  of  the  Western  part  of  the 
State. 

Mr.  Campbell,  w?io  is  a  Southerner, 
was  brought  up  in  Great  Britain,  and  la 
the  son  of  a  blind  man  who  was  knighted 
by  the  late  King  Edward  for  the  work 
he    did    among    the    blind. 

Mr.  Campbell  stated  that  at  present 
there  is  the  closest  connection  between 
the  work  among  the  adult  blind  and  that 
among  the  pupils  in  the  kindergarten, 
for  the  latter  are  looked  upon  as  the  bul- 
wark of  the  work  in  the  future.  Mr. 
Campbell  made  a  plea  for  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  to  keep 
up  the  interest  in  the  work. 

Ccylonel  Church,  E.  Cary  Montague, 
superintendent  of  the  West  Virginia 
School  for  the  Blind,  Dr.  Brashear  md 
others  spoke.  Musical  selections  were 
rendered  by  Jennie  Snyder,  on  the  pipe 
organ,  and  the  Misses  Bertha  Johnston, 
Ethel  Crooks,  Henry  Harty  and  Guy 
Nickeson,  on  the  piano,  all  being  inmates 
of  the   institute. 

What   New   Building   Contains. 

The  kindergarten  is  a  two-story  and 
a  half  pressed-brick  structure,  located  in 
the  rear  and  to  the  right  of  the  admin- 
istration building.  The  government  of 
the  kindergarten  will  be  vested  in  the 
same  board  as  that  of  the  institute,  out 
in  every  other  way  it  will  be  a  separate 
institution.  On  the  first  floor  are  the 
sun  parlor  for  girls  on  one  side,  and  a 
similar  room  for  boys  on  the  other;  sit- 
ting rooms,  a  suite  for  the  "house 
mother"  and  a  large  interchangeable 
kindergarten  room.  The  second  floor  con- 
tains the  bed  rooms,  arranged  in  a  dor- 
mitory style,  three  beds  to  the  room.  The 
half  floor  above  has  enclosed  porches 
overlooking  Shadyside  and  Bellefield. 
The  structure  is  fireproof  in  every  detail. 

The  building  cost  about  $65,000,  John 
Porterfleld  giving  $30,000,  the  State  a 
similar  amount,  and  the  board  of  trus- 
tees $5,000.  It  is  127  feet  long  and  60 
feet   wide. 


With  the  dedication  of  the  kindergar- 
ten, the  annual  commencement  week 
exercises  were  started.  Last  night  the 
pupils  of  the  institute  gave  the  first  pub- 
lic concert  in  Carnegie  Music  hall.  Next 
Monday  evening,  there  will  be  a  gym- 
nastic exhibition  in  the  Porterheld 
Memorial  gymnasium,  while  the  closing 
exercises  of  the  junior  class  will  take 
place  in  the  chapel  next  Wednesday 
evening.  A  reception  for  the  graduating 
class  wl!l  be  held  the  following  evening 
in  the  institute  parlors,  and  on  Friday 
evening  the  commencement  exercises 
will  be  held  in  the  chapel. 

In  crowded  Carnegie  Music  hall  in 
the  evening  the  pupils  of  the  institute 
gave  their  third  annual  concert  for  the 
first  time  before  a  public  audience. 
"The  Rose  Maiden,"  a  cantata,  by  Fred- 
eric H.  Cowen,  was  the  main  feature  of 
the  program  and  the  pupils  were  given 
every  opportunity  of  exhibiting  their 
vocal  and  instrumental  talent.  "Rigolet- 
to's  Fantasy,"  a  piano  solo  by  Henry 
Harty  and  the  "Pascal  Offertory,"  an 
organ  solo  by  Guy  Nickleson,  received 
applause.  W.  L.  Mayer,  musical  director, 
of   tbe  Institution,    was   in   charge. 

The  chorus  was  assisted  by  the  follow- 
ing pupils  of  the  vocal  division:  Miss 
Florence  McHenry,  soprano;  Miss  May 
Vath,  contralto;  Miss  Olive  Gibson,  con- 
tralto; Daniel  James,  tenor;  William  Mc- 
nally,  and  Samuel  G.  Rowe,  baritones, 
and    David    Stephens,    tenor. 
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TW  Entertain    Big    Audience    at 
Mfhird   Annual   Concert— Dedica- 
'  tion  of  New  Kindergarten  Build- 
ing Held 

Fifty  sightless  students  of  the-  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
Bellefield,  greatly  pleased  an  audience  of 
two  thousand  persons  last  evening  at  the 
third  annual  concert  given  by  the  music 
department  of  the  institution  in  Carnegie 
Music  hall. 

Under  the  direction  of  W.  L.  Mayer, 
musical  director  of  the  school,  and  accom- 
panied by  the  Pittsburg  Festival  orches- 
tra, the  blind  students  sang  the  cantata, 
"The  Rose  Maiden."  Henry  Harty,  a 
blind  pianist,  and  Guy  Nickerson,  a  young 
blind  organist,  evoked  much  applause  in 
classical  offerings.  Excepting  David 
Stephens,  tenor;  the  orchestra  and  Di- 
rector Mayer  all  the  perflormers  are 
blind. 

The  dedicatory  exercises  of  the  new 
kindergarten  building  were  held  yester- 
dav  afternoon  in  the  chapel  of  the  school* 
Bellefield  avenue.  The  building  cost  about 
$6~>. 000.  Of  this  $30,000  was  given  by 
John  Porterfield,  $30,000  by  the  state  anrt 
$5,000  by  the  trustees  of  the  institution.  * 

Miss  Jennie  Snyder,  a  senior  studenfj 
rendered  an  organ  recital.  The  Rev.  R* 
M.  Little  delivered  the  invocation.  Berths 
Johnston,  Ethel  Crooks.  Henry  Harty  and 
Guy  Nickerson,  students,  played  th£ 
piano. 

Addresses  were  made  by  H.  K.  Porter^ 
president  of  the  board  of  directors,  whoi 
presided;  Judge  Joseph  Buffington,  E.  C^ 
Montague,  superintendent  of  the  West 
Virginia  School  for  the  Blind;  S.  H.j 
Church,  C.  F.  F.  Campbell,  superintendent* 
of  the  Pittsburg  Association  for  Adultj 
Blind;  Rabbi  J.  Leonard  Levy,  O.  H.f 
■Burrltt,  of  Overbrook,  Pa.,  superintendent" 
of  the  Pennsylvania.  Institution  for  th< 
Instruction  of  the  Blind;  Dr.  John 
Brashear  and  Colonel  J.  M.  School 
■maker. 
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Blind  Pupil'  Exhibit^ 


.At  a  gymnastic  exhibition  last  night 
at  the  Western  P<a»ylvania  Institution 
for  the  BliijH.  jtttPw  street,  wonderful 
feats  werejfagpre^b^  the  children.  A 
grand  haarch  by  tho  senior  boys  and 
girls,  a  dumb  bell  drill  by  the  senior 
boys,  a  rope  climbing  contest  by  boys 
and  girls,  a  May  dance,  work  on  the 
parallel  bars,  a  wand  drill  and  serpen- 
tine ladder  game  were  some  of  the 
evolutions  gone  through  with  by  the 
!  students  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
)ectators.  The  girls  then  did  a  Jap- 
irill  and  the  boys  gave  an  exhibit 
jool. 
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^Pittsburgh  Association  for  the  Adult 
|  Blind. 

A  reception  hi  honor  of  Charles  F.  P 
Campbell  who  times  to  this  city  to  take 
-charge  of  t#%  work  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Assoeiatftn  Jfor  the  Adult  Blind,  will  be 
JfclJFTuesday  evening,  June  7,  in  the 
Tiew  Kindergarten  building  for  the  blind 
in  Bellefield-  avenue,  above  Bayard 
street.  The  general  committee  of  ar- 
rangements is  composed  of  Mrs.  Law- 
rence Barr,  Mrs.  John  S.  Flannery  and 
Mrs.  Ruslander,  who  will  he  assisted  by 
several  other  women.  Mrs.  Ruslander 
will  have  charge  of  the  printing,  Mrs. 
Mattie  Patterson  is  chairman  of  the  hos- 
pitality committee,  Mrs.  Edward  Reick 
of  the  decorations,  Mrs.  Mary  Smith  and 
Mrs.  Margaret  Negley  of  the  refresn- 
ments  and  Mrs.  Garfield  Lewis,  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  Speer  and  Mrs.  George  Smith 
of  the   invitations. 


Pu^'! 


ttsp^rg'  ,    Pel.,   D  ts ^ 


lolv 


Jvove.    Hf  ■    1110. 


[Blind  Dq  Stunts 
In  fiynmasium 

Children  of  Institution  for 

The  Blind  Perform  Many 

Fine  Evolutions. 


All  kinds  of  wonderful  stunts  were  done 
by  the  children  of  the  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  Blind  at  the 
gymnastic  exhibition  last  evening,  which 
was  witnessed  by  a  large  crowd  of  friends 
and   admirers  of  the  performers. 

First  the  senior  boys  and  girls  gave  a 
grand  march;  then  there  was  a  dumb 
bell  drill  by  the  senior  .boys,  and  a  rope 
climbing  contest,  in  which  the  girls  took 
as  active  a  part  as  the  boys.  The  senior 
and  junior  girl9  joined  in  a  May  dance 
and  this  was  followed  by  work  of  the  boys 
on  parallel  bars  and  in  the  building  of 
pyramids  of  themselves.  A  wand  drill 
and   serpentine   ladder   game   was   partici- 

Sated  in  by  both  the  girls  and  the  boys; 
Ir.  Hicks,  the  physical  director,  and  his 
assistant  gave  an  exhibition  of  tumbling 
and  mat  work;  the  senior  girls  gave  a  cal- 
isthenic  entertainment  with  rings,  and  two 
of  the  junior  boys  walked  on  their  hands 
in  a  wonderful  manner. 

The  prettiest  feature  of  the  evening 
came  next,  the  Japanese  parasol  drill  by 
the  girls  dressed  in  bright  kimonas,  and 
the  evening  closed  with  a  swimming  ex- 
hibit by  the  boys  in  the  big  swimming 
pool. 
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Reception   in  jfatiMKiiidcruavtcn. 

The    recibtyK^wfiich     the     Pittsburgh 
AssocL»y,a^*Tor    the    Adult     Blind, 
thujwvening    in     the     new    kin<Tergarten 
ilding    for    the    blind    in   Belleneld   ave- 


iue,  above  Bayard  street,  will  be  a  par- 
ticularly interesting  event.  The  reception 
will  be  open  to  the  pjublie,  although  spe- 
cial invitations  were  sent  to  the  club 
women.  For  many  of  the  guests  it  will 
be  the  first  inspection  of  the  newest  of 
the  group  of  buildings  erected  for  the 
education  and  training  of  the  blind  girls 
and  boys  in  Pittsburgh.  The  guest  of 
honor  tonight.  Wtfj  be  Charles  F  F.  Camp- 
bell-,, .the  new  superintendent  <*t'  the 
ciation  for  the  Adult  Blind.  Mrs.  Camp- 
bell will  share  honors  and  in  the  receiv- 
ing party  will  be  the  women  on  the  board 
of  directors  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  S.  Mc- 
Aloney,  the  members  of  the  several  com- 
mittees of  the  association  serving  on 
committees  on  hospitality.  During  the 
evening  there  will  be  music  under  the 
direction  of  William  Mayer,  who  is  direc- 
tor of  music  in  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind.  _^ 
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BLIND  HERE 


Y  l/MSE 
IESfAND  DOGS 


raising  canary  birds  and 
and  making  brooms  for  the  house- 
hold., are  among  the  industries  for- the 
adult  blind,  mentioned  last  evening  as 
opportunities  by  Dr.  Charles  F.  F.  Camp- 
bell. 

Campbell  spoke  at  a  reception  tendered 
to  him  by  the  Pittsburg  Association  fo: 
Adult  Blind  in  the  new  kindergarter 
building  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  in 
stitution  for  the  Blind,  in  Belleneld.  Thi 
speaker  plead  for  more  reasonable  treat 
ment  of  the  blind,  who.se  other  faculties 
are  very  keen,  said  he. 

In  the  receiving  line  with  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Campbell  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McAloney 
Mrs.  B.  Ruslander,  Mrs.  Lawrence-  Ban 
Mrs.  Cass  Sunstein,  Mrs.  S.  L.  McCul 
lough,  J,  P.  Long  and  Dr.  Amelia  Dranga 
Mrs.  Mattie  Patterson  i  ntroduced  th 
guests.  Mrs.  Patterson  also  had  charg 
of  the  serving  of  refreshments,  assiste 
by  Mrs.  Margaret  Negley,  Mrs.  K.  E 
Relck.  Mrs.  Mary  Speer,  Mrs.  Fred  Rus 
lander,  Mrs.  Mary  S.  White,  Mrs.  J 
Cullen,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Lewis,  Mrs.  Isa 
Bowers.  Mrs.  R.  B.  Clark  and  Mrs.  M 
Stahl.    ' 
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LIID  YOUNGSTERS 
TO  PUT  IN  (OPERETTA, 
"FLBIIHJ:  TONIGHT 

j&iors  of  Bellefleld  Institu- 
tion Perforin  in  Annual 
Entertainment. 


1XEECISES    ON    FRIDAY 


The  little  blind  juniors  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind  will 
present  as  their  annual  entertainment  this 
evening,  the  operetta  "Florinda."  The 
ast  rehearsal  wag  held  yesterday  after- 
loon  and  Musical  Director  Mayer  declared 
hat  the  juniors  this  year  will  eclipse  all 
heir  former  performances. 
The  entertainment  given  by  the  little 
ightless  folk  at  the  end  of  each  term 
3  always  the  most  interesting  of  all  that 
.re  held  during  the  year  at  the  institu- 
ion.  "Florinda,"  or  "The  Rose  and 
'earl,"  to  be  performed  this  evening,  is 
.  fairy  story  dealing  with  the  adventures 
»f  Florinda,  a  little  girl,  who,  through 
he  machinations  of  Zalla,  Queen  of  the 
Vitches,  is  changed  to  a  nightingale.  Her 
rother  Yoringal.  on  missing  his  sister, 
-starts  to  hunt  for  her  and  finds  her  in 
the  woods,  a  nightingale.  While  both  are 
despairing  over  Florinda's  plight,  For- 
tunia,  the  Fairy  Queen,  comes  to  the 
rescue  with  the  magic  rose  and  pearl  and 
changes  the  nightingale  back  into  Florin- 
da's former  self.  Unlike  most  witches, 
who  are  generally  always  burned  up  in  an 
3ven  or  uncomfortably  disposed  of,  Zalla, 
upon  asking  for  forgiveness,  is  pardoned, 
ind  everyone  is  happy. 

Besides  the  four  principal  characters 
there  is  a  chorus  of  fairies  and  witches 
ind  merry  villagers.  Florinda  is  played  by 
jlira.  Yochem,  Yoringal  by  Alma   Guckert, 


?ortunia  by  Rosetta  Willett,  and  Zalla  by 

Stella   Clants.     The  stage  will   be  beauti- 

ully   set   as   a   woodland.     Seats    for   the 

>erformance  will  not  be  reserved  and  the 

;eneral  public  is  invited  to  attend. 

Both    tonight    and   Friday    night,    when 

he  commencement  exercises  will  be  held, 

collection    of   industrial   work    done   by 

he   pupils   will    be   on    exhibition   in   the 

arlors    of    the    institution     on    Bellefield 

venue.    Preparations  are  almost  complete 

>r  the    commencement    exercises,    which 

id  the  greatest  year's  work   ever  accom- 

lished  by  Superintendent  McAloney's  in- 

itution. 
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SUGGESTS  INDUSTRY 
OF  THRIFTY  NATURE 
,    -PAR  ADULT  BLIP 

liaising  Birds  and  Dogs  and 

Selling  Junk  Suggested 

for  This  City. 


RECEPTION  FOR  LEADER 


Raising  canary  birds,  dogs,  and  selling 
junk  are  among  the  industries  for  the 
adult  blind  which  were  mentioned  last 
evening  as  promising  openings  by  Dr. 
Charles  F.  F.  Campbell,  the  new  superin- 
tendent of  the  work  in  this  city.  "I  can- 
not tell  what  the  industries  are  that  we 
will  start  for  the  blind  here/'  he  said. 
"I  do  not  know  that  we  will  make  brooms 
or  mops,  as  they  are  doing  in  Boston, 
where  I  started  the  work.  We  will  adapt 
the  work  to  the  needs  of  the  blind  of 
Pittsburg  and  endeavor  to  start  them 
along  new  lines.  I  have  within  the  past 
few  days  seen  blind  men  raising  birds  and 
dogs  and  selling  junk.  The  things  they 
can  do  are  almost  unlimited." 


Mr.  Campbell  spoke  at  a  gathering  of 
the  Pittsburg  Association  for  Adult  Blind, 
which  held  a  reception  for  him  last  even- 
ing in  the  new  kindergarten  building  of 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Blind.  This  kindergarten  building  he 
pronounced  the  finest  by  far  that  he  had 
ever  seen  built  for  such  a  purpose.  He 
spoke  of  the  noble  work  of  the  women  who 
,  originated  the  movement  and  of  the  co- 
I  operation  of  T.  S.  McAloney,  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind.  Mr. 
Campbell  made  a  plea  for  more  reasonable 
treatment  of  the  blind,  whose  other  facul- 
ties are  as  keen  or  keener  than  those  of 
other   people.     He   asked    the   women    to 

five  them  practical  help,  suggesting  that 
hey  use  house  linens  sewed  by  the  blind 
girls  and  women  and  that  they  give  the 
talented  blind  an  opportunity  to  use  their 
gifts,  suggesting  that  at  their  club  and 
other  entertainments  those  of  the  blind 
who  possess  musical  ability  be  asked  to 
contribute  to  the  musical  programs. 

In  the  receiving  line  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Campbell  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McAloney, 
Mrs.  M.  Ruslander,  Mrs.  Lawrence  Barr, 
Mrs.  Cass  Sunstein,  Mrs.  S.  L.  McCul- 
lough,  J.  P.  Long  and  Dr.  Amelia  Dranga. 
Mrs.  Mattie  Patterson  introduced  the 
guests.  Mrs.  Patterson  also  had  charge 
of  the  serving  of  refreshments,  assisted  by 
Mrs.  Margaret  Negley,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Reick, 
Mrs.  Mary  Speer,  Mrs.  Fred  Ruslander, 
Mrs.  Marv  S.  White,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Cullen, 
Mrs.  J.  X  Lewis,  Mrs.  Isabel  Bowers, 
Mrs.  R.  B.  Clark  and  Mrs.  Mabel  Stahl. 
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Blind  Directors  Give 
Luncheonito  Campbell 


Will  Change  jlame  and  Apply 
fouS^alfcHtnlrter— New  Sec- 
retary Makes  Suggestions. 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Association  for  the  Adult  Blind 
held  a  special  meeting  yesterday  after- 
noon in  the  Fort  Pitt  hotel  to  hear  .sug- 
gestions and  recommendations  ironi  the 
new  general  secretary,  Charles  F  F. 
Campbell.        Mr.      Campbell     arrived      in 


Pittsburgh  last  Thursday  and  has  al- 
ready visited  many  of  the  blind  men 
and  women  in  their  homes  and  consid- 
ered available  sites  for  a  workshop.  Upon 
his  suggestion  the  board  decided  to 
change  its  name  when  applying  for  a 
charter,  and  will  ask  for  a  state  charter  | 
as  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind,   thus  enlarging  its  field  of  work. 

Mr.    Campbell's    office    was    made    that 
of    general    secretary    as    less    confusing 
than  that  of  superintendent.    He  was  in- 
structed   to   draw    up   a   form    Cxf   charter 
j  to  be  presented  to  the  board  as  soon  as 
!  ready. 

I      Within    the   next    two   weeks   a   definite 
j  plan    of    work    will    be    started    for    the 
blind  women  in  their  homes,     fn  his  can- 
vass   of    the    homes  '  Mr.    Campbell    has 
found    a    large    number    of    women    who 
!  are    excellent    needlewomen    and    system- 
'  atic   work   in   plain   sewing   will   at     once 
be   started  under  excellent  supervision,  the 
workers    being    paid    the    difference      be- 
tween the  cost  of  the  raw  material,   pur- 
chased   by    the    society,    and     the    retail 
price.     The  work   will   be   held  until  fall, 
when    a   market   will   be   opened   and   the 
sale   of   the   work   will   begin. 

Plans  will  be  made  at  once  to  secure 
headquarters.  The  directors  also  decided 
not  to  purchase  a  house  for  use  as  a 
workshop.  While  the  workshop  is  re- 
garded as  the  most,  expensive  proposition 
to  oe  taken  up,  because  of  the  cost  of 
equipment  in  addition  to  the  rent,  only 
a  small  proportion  of  the  blind  people 
will  be  helped  industrially  In  that  way. 
The  great  majority,  it  is  found,  can  be 
helped  best  through  a  little  aid  and  more 
i  opportunity  for  development  along  the 
i  line  of  work  which  they  are  now  doing 
in  their  own  homes.  Broom  making 
|  will,  however,  be  the  first  industry 
started  in  the  fall  after  a  suitable  house, 
which  must  be  central,  accessible  to 
street  cars  and  trains,  and  also  acces- 
sible to  inexpensive  boarding  houses  and 
located  in  a  good  moral  neighborhood, 
can   be  secured. 

Lectures  on  preventible  blindness  will 
be  an  educational  feature  which  will 
be  started  in-  the  fall,  Mr.  Campbell  il- 
lustrating his  lectures  with  a  large  series 
of  slides  showing  the  results  of  neglect, 
accident  and  disease.  Already  a  number 
of  applications  have  been  made  for 
lectures  on  the  arts  and  crafts  of  the 
blind., 

Col.  James  M.  Schoonmaker  presided 
at  the  meeting,  which  Immediately  fol- 
lowed a  luncheon  given  by  the  board  in 
honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell.  Covers 
were  laid  for  16  and  among  others  present 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  McAloney, 
Mrs.  Moses  Ruslander,  Mrs.  Lawrence 
Barr,  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Friend.  Dr.  Amelia 
Dranga,  Mrs.  S.  L.  McCullough.  Mrs.  S 
1  Sunstein,  Dr.  W.  W.  Blair,  Prof. 
M.   Shafer  and  William   H.   Long. 
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PREVENT  BLINDNESS 


IS 


iSSOGUTIOl'S 


;sourg  Organization  Will 
Seek  Charter  to  Carry  on 
Practical  Work. 


»IE,    CA3IPBELL'S    VIEWS 


Prevention  of  blindness  will  be  the  big 
aim  of  the  Pittsburg  Association  for  the 
Adult  Blind.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  F.  F. 
Campbell  and  Mrs.  T.  S.  McAloney  were 
guests  yesterday  afternoon  of  the  board 
of  directors  at  a  luncheon  given  in  the 
Fort  Pitt  Hotel,  and  the  work  of  the 
association  was  discussed. 
The  most  important  work  of  all,  accord- 
g  to  Mr.  Campbell,  should  be  the  preven- 
ion  of  the  affliction  and  the  proper  pre- 
utions  in  infancy  and  the  school  period, 
r.  Campbell  spoke  on  this  subject,  and 
his  suggestion  the  name  of  the  associa- 
on  was  changed  to  Pittsburg  Association 
r  the  Blind.  The  word  "adult"  is 
opped,  as  the  work  henceforth  will 
brace  adults  and  children. 
The  members  of  the  board  acted  on  the 
atter  of  having  a  charter  obtained  for 
the  organization.  Much  interest  is  being 
taken  in  the  plan  to  have  industrial  vo- 
cations taught  the  blind  people  in  this 
section.  Mr.  Campbell's  office  was  made 
that    of   general    secretary. 

Within  the  next  two  weeks  a  definite 
plan  of  work  will  be  started  for  the  blind 
women  in  their  homes.  In  his  canvass 
of  the  homes  Mr.  Campbell  has  found  a 
large  number  of  women  who  are  excel- 
lent needlewomen,  and  systematic  work  in 
plain  sewing  will  at  once  be  started  under 
excellent  supervision,  the  workers  being 
paid  the  difference  between  the  cost  of 
the  raw  material,  purchased  by  the  so- 
cietv,  and  the  retail  price.     The  work  will 


be  held  until  fall,  when  a  market  will  be 
opened  and  the  sale  of  the  work  will  be- 
giu.  Plans  are  under  way  to  secure  a 
central   headquarters. 

Broom-making  will  be  the  first  industry- 
started  in  the  tall,  after  a  suitable  house, 
which  must  be  central,  accessible  to  street 
cars  and  trains,  and  also  assessible  to  in- 
expensive boarding  houses,  and  located  in 
a  good  moral  neighborhood,  can  be  se- 
cured. 

Colonel  James  M.  Schoonmaker  presided 
at  the  meeting.  Covers  were  laid  for  16, 
and  among  others  present  were:  Mrs. 
Moses  Ruslander,  Mrs.  Lawrence  Barr, 
Mrs.  Charles  H.  Friend,  Dr.  Amelia 
~)ranga.   Miss  Anna  R.  Stratton,  Mrs.  S. 

.  McCullough    Mrs.  S.  Sunstein,  Dr.  W. 

'.  Blair,  Professor  Harry  M.  Shafer  an«f 
Tlliam  H.  Long. 


TO  ASK  CKMtTER 

FQ%  BJXND  WORK 

Directors   aflfcocal  Association  for 

Sightless  Take  Action — Unseeing 
Ones  Give  Operetta — Some  to 
Graduate  Tomorrow 

At  a  meeting:  of  members. of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Pittsburg:  Association 
for  the  Adult  Blind  yesterday  in  the  Fort 
Pitt  hotel,  it  was  decided  to  ask  for  a 
charter  for  the  "Pennsylvania  Association 
for  the  Blind."  Work  among-  blind  in- 
fants will  be  included  by  the  organiza- 
tion. 

Central  quarters  for  the  association  will 
be  obtained  immediately,  but  a  workshop 
will  not  be  erected  until  later.  Efforts 
will  be  made  to  develop  the  blind  in  their 
homes.  After  a  suitauie  hou^e  has  been 
obtained,  broom  making  will  be  the  first 
Industry  begun  in  the  fall.  In  two  weeks' 
sewing  will  be  started  among  the  women,,; 
who  will  be  paid  the  difference  between; 
the  cost  of  the  raw  materials  and  the[ 
Bale  price  of  the  finished  articles. 

Lectures  on  preventing  blindness  will  b© 
an  educational  feature  of  the  work  to  bq 
started  In  the  fall. 

The  closing  exercises  of. the  Juniors  of 
the  Wp3tsrn  Pennsylvania  Institution  fop 
the  Blind  were  held  last  night.  The  chil-! 
dren  gave  an  operetta  called  "Florlnda, 
or  the  Rose  and  the  Pearl."  Those  who 
participated  were  Clara  Yochem.  Elmer 
Guckert.  Cosotta  "Willett,  Stella  Plants 
and  a  large  chorus. 

The  annual  commencement  exercises 
will  be  hrld  tomorrow  evening^  These 
will  graduate: 

Literary  department  —  Kathryn  H. 
Burke,  Robert  C.  Davidson,  Henry  J. 
Harty,  Mary  H.  Levy,  Florence  McHen- 
ry,  Guy  H.  Nicteeson,  Samuel  G.  Rowe, 
Jennie  S.  Snyder  and  C.  Orlando  Young. 


Girls'  industrial  department— Olive  Gib- 
Bon,  Bertha  M.  Johnston  and  Jennie  S. 
Bnyder. 

Piano  tuning  department— Robert  C. 
Davidson,  Guy  H.  Nickesorr  and  Merril 
Doyle. 
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The  West  Virginia  Ttblet 
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Visiting. 



Our  visit  to    the   two   Western 
Pennsylvania  Institutions,  one  fori 
the  Deaf  rnd  i>ther    for  the  Blind, 
was  most  valuable.     These  arc  two 

of  the  very  best  schools  in  their 
lines  in  this  country  and  the  cor- 
diality and  helpful  spirit  with 
which  Sup't  McAloney  and  Dr. 
Burt  received  us  was  an  inspira- 
tion to  new  comers  in  the  profes- 
sion. We  saw  many  things  in  both 
schools  that  we  hope  to  cony  here 
on  a  cheaper  scale  some  time  in 
the  future.  We  got  lots  of  good 
ideas  too  about  school  manage- 
ment and  industrial  training  which 
we  shall  begin  to  use  next  year. 

But  above  all  we  got  the  inspira- 
tion of  encouragement  from  the  as- 
sociation with  such  men  as  Mr. 
McAloney,  Dv.  Burt  and  Mr.  Bur- 
ritt  of  the  Pennsylvania  School 
for  the  Blind  at  Overbrook,  and  the 
knowledge  that  there  is  nothing 
selfish  about  such  men,  and  that 
they  are  ready  and  willing  to  help 
to  push  other  scho  >ls  to  the  state 
of  prelection  which  they  hive  at- 
tended. 


I  should  not  close  this  tittle  tri- 
bute of  appreciation,  without  men- 
tioning our  pleasant  call  on  Mr. 
Wiii.  Wade  ofOakmont,  to  whom, 
indeed,  we  are  largely  indebted  for 
our  delightful  visit,  since  it  was 
through  his  kindness  and  interest 
in  our  work  here,  that  we  first 
opened  the  correspondence  with 
Supt.  McAlone.y,  which  later  led  to 
our  invitation  to  visit  his    school. 

A  few  days'  visit  to  such  schools 
as  these  gives  one  more  information 
about  the  great  work  in  which  we 
are  engaged  than  weeks  and  months 
of  work  and  study  at  home  can  do. 

R.  Cary  Montague1. 
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LIIMD  GRADUATES 

GIVEN  THEIR  DIPLOMAS 
-i 


At  Ahe  Jlnnua|*f*!iiiHucouien t    exer- 

\\*&5txme\fW  of    the    Western 

Ivania     institute    for    the    Blind, 

Id    last    evening    in    the   chapel   of    the 

hool,     H.    Kirke    Porter    made    an    ad-. 

,Mu.i   presented   the   diplomas.  The 

•v.    Dr.   Campbell   Coyle   delivered    the 

vocation.  Henry  Harty  was  salutator- 

n    iif    the    class    and    Miss    May    Levy, 

ui  ictorian. 

graduates   are: 
Literary     department.      Katliryn      II.      Burke, 
ibert  C.   Davidson.    Henry  J.   Harty,   May   h.  • 
ivy,    Florence    McHenry.    Guy    H.     Njckeson, 
rouel    G.     Rowe.    Jennie    S.    Snyder    and    C. 
lando    Young;    girls'     industrial    depart 

ha  M.  Johnston 
Snyder;  piano  tuning  department.  Robi 
avidson.  Guy  H.  Nlckeaon  and  Merrill  Doyle. 
A  splendid  musical  program  was 
endered  under  the  direction  of  Wil- 
arn  Mayer.  Jennie  Snyder  graduated 
t  the  head  of  her  class,  but  illness 
•revented  her  being  valedictorian. 
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BLIND  LEAVE  SCHOOL 
TOIM  OP  BUTTLES, 

IPflESMPOOGBAM 

La  rge  Audience  Is  Astounded 

at  Ability  Displayed  by 

Sightless. 


RE3IARKABLE    ORATORY 


Outside  the  vine-clad  walls 'of  the  West- 
ern Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind 
was  darkness  last  night,  but  within,  there 
dawned  the  unclouded  morning  of  a  new 
life,  for  12  physically  sightless  young  men 
and  women,  when  the  annual  commence- 
ment exercises  were  held. 

For  them  it  was  a  re-commencement  of 
a  life  which,  before  they  entered  the  in- 
stitution, seemed  to  have  ended  at  its 
beginning.  The  valedictorian  of  the  gradu- 
ating class,  Miss  May  Levy,  uttered  words 
last  night  that  were  a  prophesy,  which 
will  never  be  erased  from  the  memory  of 
the  crowd  in  the  institute  chapel  which 
heard  it.  Turning  her  face  to  her  class- 
mates after  she  had  spoken  the  gratitude 
of,  the  class  to  the  institute  they  were; 
leaving,  she   said: 

"Let  us  show  to  the  world  that  we  are 
mathematicians  practical  enough  to  prove 
that  one  from  five  leaves  more  than 
nothing.'' 

During  the  entire  program  of  the  com- 
mencement this  was  the  only  reference 
that  had  been  made  to  the  blindness  of 
the  graduates,  and  when  former  Con- 
gressman H.  Kirke  Porter,  president  of 
the  board  of  trustees,  rose  to  pr 
he  diplomas  his  words  reflected  the  deep 
eeling  that  Miss  Levy's  words  had  in- 
spired in  her   hearers. 


Work    Given   Praise. 

Mr.  Porter  in  his  address  extolled  the 
vork  of  the  instructors  of 'the  school,  and 
leclared  that  Superintendent  McAloney 
lad  been  given  of  God  to  lead  the  work 
a  the  institution. 
In  the  whole  of  the  exercises  there  was 
>ut  one  note  of  real  badness.  Miss  Levy 
talked  slowly  across  the  stage  and  indi- 
ated  an  empty  chair— the  chair  that  was 
d  have  been  occupied  by  George  J.  Reich- 
nberger,  one  of  the  most  brilliant  mem* 
ers  of  the  class,  who  died  two  months 
go.  He  was  the  most  accomplished  of 
he  musicians  Director  Mayer  developed. 
Charles  Orlando  Young  spoke  on 
Aerial  Navigation,"  Kathryne  Burke  on 
'The  Influence  of  Books"  and  Guy  Nichol- 
on  on  "Duties  of  the  American  Citizen 
.f  the  Twentieth  Century."  The  saluta- 
ory.  "The  Value  of  Character,"  delivered 
>y  Henry  Harty,  was  a  gem  that  many 
i  more  seasoned  orator  might  well  have 
3een  proud   of. 

A  musical  program,  under  the  direction 
af  Director  Mayer,  expressed  splendidly 
the  quality  of  training  the  blind  perform- 
ers have  received  under  the  director  of 
music.  Miss  Ethel  Crooks,  Miss  Jennie 
Snyder,  Samuel  G.  Rowe.  Robert  C.  Da- 
vidson, Guy  Nickeson,  Miss  Florence  Mc- 
Henry.  Daniel  James,  William  McNally, 
May  Vath,  Ernest.  Scott  and  the  chorus 
were  the  performers. 

The  invocation  was  delivered  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Campbell  Coyle  and  the  exercises 
were  presided  over  by  Mr.  McAloney. 

Valedictorian  lit. 

Miss   Snyder  graduated  at  the  head  of 
her    class.      Illness    prevented    her    from41 
being  valedictorian   of  the   class,   and   her  I 
place  was  taken  by  Miss  Levy,  who  was 
only   .4   of  a   point   behind    her. 

The  class  motto  is  significant  and  a 
striking  battle  cry  for  the  movement  that 
is  being  made  to  prevent  blindness.  It  is: 
"There  is   no  Why  Without  a   Because."  j 

The   graduates  are: 

literary     department,     Kathryn     H.     Burke, 
Florence    McHenry,    Robert    C.    Davidson,    Guy 
H.     Nickeson.     Henry     J.     Harty,     Samuel     G. 
Rowe,   May  H.   Levy,   Jennie  S.   Snyder,   C.   Or- 
lando    Young;      girls'      industrial     department,  ' 
311vo   Gibson,    Bertha    M.    Johnston,    Jennie   S.  \ 
■Snyder;    piano    tuning    department,    Robert    C. 
Davidson,    Guy   H.    Nickeson.    Morrill  £>©yle. 
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BZmd  Children 
Are  Opera  Stan 


Juniors  at  Bellefield  Institu 

tion  Produce  "Florinda" 

in  Fine  Style. 


There  has  been  few  pictures  on  any 
stage  so  pretty  as  the  one  the  little  sight- 
less juniors  at  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind  made  last  night 
in  the  operetta,  "Florinda."  The  operetta 
was  the  last  number  of  the  juniors'  clos- 
ing exercises  for  the  school  year,  which 
included  a  musical  program  of  more  thaiL 
ordinary  merit. 

The  little  company  was  caught  by  the 
Dispatch  photographer  in  the  climax  of 
the  play  in  the  pretty  woodland  scenej 
The  scenery  itself  was  patterned  closer*^ 
after  the  wood  scene  in  the  French  opera* 
"Lakme." 

An  audience,  as  appreciative  as  it  wal 
large,  greeted  the  little  blind  operati^ 
stars  as  they  sang  and  acted  their  wayi 
into  the  hearts  of  their  hearers.  Thej 
pathetic,  which  impresses  the  visitor  at' 
the  institution  for  the  first  time,  was 
forgotten  in  real  interest  in  the  characters 
on  the  stage. 

Besides  the  four  principal  characters, 
Florinda,  Yoringal,  Fortunia  and  Vala 
there  were  choruses  of  fairies,  village  chil- 
dren and  witches.  The  acting  and  sing- 
ing of  the  principals  and  the  ensemble, 
work  of  the  choruses  reflected  credit  on 
their  training  under  Director  Mayer. 

Tomorrow  night  the  commencement  ex- 
ercises of  the  institution  will  be  held. 
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THffi.  KINDffiGGABD&N 
C^  IKE-  Wkf  T&1SN 
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iCXDOk  KB  THk  BLIND 

By  HARTLEY  SL  PHELPS. 


AVE  you  ever  visited  a 
kindergarten  for  the 
blind?  To  j 
ute'll fc 


>     how 
imbibe 


their  first  lessons  of  the 
great  world  In  which 
they  move,  but  of  which 
they  can  only  fonr 
ideas  scarcely  compre- 
hensible to  us,  who 
gain  most  of  our  perceptions  from  sight. 
Is  something  that  one  never  forgets.  And 
to  observe  how  these  boys  and  girls 
move  about  by  the  aid  of  touch— which 
takes  the  place  of  sight— avoiding  collis- 
ions with  all  obstacles,  and  winding  their 
way  in  and  out  and  upstairs  and  down, 
and  finding  articles  which  they  have 
laid  away  without  loss  of  time  or  any 
mishap,  is  certainly  astonishing. 

Pittsburgh  has  one  of  the  finest  and 
most  modern  kindergartens  for  the  blind 
to  be  found  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
A  few  months  ago  the  beautiful  kinder- 
garten building  of  the  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania School  for  the  Blind  in  Bellefield 
was  opened.  Here  there  is  a  class  of 
about  80  boys  and  girls,  and  they  are 
about  as  lively  a  lot  of  youngsters  as 
one  would  meet  in  a  day's  travels.  Any- 
one who  imagines  that  blind  children  are 
listless  and  stupid  should  visit  this  school 
and  watch  them  go  through  the  games 
taught  in  the  kindergarten,  or  see  them 
play  on  the  beautiful  broad  green  lawn 
of  the  grounds.  When  those  boys  and 
girls  first  came  to  the  institution,  how- 
ever, they  did  not  know  how  to  play  and 
had  to  be  taught-^at  least-  most  of  them 
did.  For,  strange  to  say,,  the  majority 
of  blind  children  who  have  not  attended 
the  schools,  have  never  played.  At 
home  they  have  been  waited  on  hand  and 
foot,  becoming  well-nigh  helpless  through 
such  misplaced  sympathy.  Mothf-rs  and 
bisters  and  brothers  thought  they  could 
not  learn  to  do  anything;  so  they  sat 
in  a  corner,  their  little  limbs  and  their 
minds  dwarfed  and  undeveloped.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  blind  children  are  just 
as  formal  as  seeing  ones;  they  enjoy 
life  'and  activity  just  as  much,  but  they 
must  be  taught  for,  of  course,  the  loss 
of  sight  places  them  at  an  enormous 
disadvantage  compared  to  their  sighted 
playmates. 

Many  people  wonder  how  blind  boys 
and  girls  learn  the  common  branches, 
taught  in  our  public  schools,  and  the 
wonder  increases  when  they  are  informed 
blind  pupils  master  such  difficult  sci- 
ences as  algebra,  zoology,  geography, 
arithmetic,  natural  history,  botany,  and 
become  proficient  in  literature,  music  and 
art,  besides  learning  typewriting,  book- 
keeping and  other  things.  One  sentence 
explains  this.  The  child  bereft  of  sight 
learns    by    touch.      His    fingers    are    his 
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eyes.  In  the  kindergarten  and  elsewhere 
one  may  observe  many  remarkable  proofs 
of  the  extraordinary  development  of  this 
invaluable  sense. 

In  the  kindergarten  of  the  local  school 
—for  it  is  part  of  the  public  school  sys- 
tem,  not  an   asylum,   as   many   suppose- 
there  is  a  big,   bright,   airy  playroom,   50 
by    20    feet,    which    can    be    divided    into 
three   smaller   rooms.     Here    Miss     Ruth 
Permar,     the    head     of    the    department, 
teaches     her     "hopefuls."     "Table      exer- 
cises," plays  and  games  of  various  kinds 
and  memory  exercises,  singing  and  other 
things    form    the    curriculum.      To    be    a 
kindergarten  teacher,  even  of  the  sighted 
children,    requires    lots    of    patience,    but 
when  you  have  a  bevy  of  poor  little  blind 
tots  the  work  becomes  a  Herculean  task. 
To   begin   with,    all   the   patience   of   Job 
is    demanded— and    then    some.      No    one 
without  an  innate  love  for  children  could 
ever  get  results  in  a  blind  kindergarten. 
The  little  hands  must  be  taught  and  di- 
rections  cannot  be   given   as   with   seeing 
pupils  who  can  watch  the  teacher's  hands 
going  through  the  motions.     Thus  is  the 
instructor's  work  redoubled. 

The  lessons  follow  out  the  ideas  of  the 
great  father  of  the  kindergarten  or 
"children's  garden,"  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
August  Froebel,  who  recognized  that 
play  was  the  child's  "chief  employment." 
He  organized  this  play  so  as  to  draw  out 
all  the  child's  capacities  of  feeling  and 
thinking  and  even  of  inventing  and  cre- 
ating. He  agreed  with  Montaigne  that 
games  were  "their  most  serious  occupa- 
tions," and  with  Locke,  who  said  that 
plays  and  diversions  "should  be  directed 
toward  useful  habits;  else  ill-habits  be 
formed."  So  Froebel  devised  his  famous 
"gifts,"  a  series  of  simple  playthings, 
by  which  important  virtues  such  as  care, 
neatness,  industry,  truthfulness,  exact- 
ness, etc.,  are  taught  the  child.  Thus 
the  first  lesson  in  the  kindergarten  is 
the  stringing  of  large  wooden  beads  on 
wire,  the  boys  and  girls  learning  to  dis- 
tinguish the  various  shapes  of  beads. 
After  this  small  glass  beads  are  strung. 
Such  lessons  teach  care.  Lessons  are 
also  given  in  folding  paper,  this  teach- 
ing truth  and  exactitude.  Balls  of  wood, 
cubes,  squares,  triangles  and  other 
shapes  are  used,  the  children  sitting 
around   a   long   table.     Then     there     are 

exercises  with  the  fingers  to  strengthen 
and  develop  them  for  the  hands  of  the 
little  blind  child  are  weak  and  helpless 
from  its  enforced  idleness  at  home.  This 
calisthenic  work  is  very  tedious  and  re- 
quires lots  of  patience  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher.  The  children  learn  the  shapes 
of  things,  as  weli  as  their  texture  by  the 
touch,  and  it  is  curious  to  hear  them 
say:  "I  see,"  after  they  have  felt  a  per- 
son or  object 

Froebel    said    that    "observation    is    the 
beginning  and   understanding  the  end   of 
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education."  These  lessons  teach  obser- 
vation. The  function  of  education,  as 
the  great  German  viewed  it,  is  to  de- 
velop the  faculties  by  arousing  voluntary 
activity,  the  educator  not  creating,  but 
merely  superintending  the  development 
of  inborn  faculties.  He  taught  that  men 
—and  children— learn  only  through  self- 
activity  and  self-expression  and  to  the 
child    such    expression    is    life. 

For  this  reason  he  instituted  his  fa- 
mous games  or  organized  play.  Besides 
giving  scope  for  self-expression  such 
games  give  the  child  knowledge  in  palat- 
able form  and  furnishes  him  with  that 
social  life  so  necessary  to  success  in  the 
stern  struggle  of  bread-winning.  Froebel 
held  that  children  should  spend  some 
hours  of  the  day  in  a  common  life  and 
in  well-organized  employment.  Among 
the  games  taught  and  played  at  the  local 
school  is  "Little  Boy  Blue,"  which 
teaches  them  the  evils  of  sloth  and  ne- 
glect of  duty.  "Jack  Horner"  teaches 
ihe  lesson  of  one  who  reaps  where  he 
has  not  sown  and  who  plumes  himself 
on  fancied  achievement.  "Here  I  Bake 
and  Here  I  Brew"  informs  the  child  of 
how  bread  is  made,  thus  teaching  some- 
thing  practical.     Plays  based  on  natural 


history  store  the  little  one's  minds  with 
accurate  information  as  to  animals  and 
their  habits  and  uses,  while  other  plays 
impart  truths  in  natural  science  and 
everyday  life.  By  the  use  of  games,  a 
natural  learning-medium  for  children,  a 
great  deal  of  education'  is  given  that 
would  not  be  through  the  dry  means  of 
text-books.  The  child's  Interest  In  any- 
thing must  be  aroused  before  he  will 
learn. 

The  boys  and  girls  get  a  vast  deal  of 
amusement     out     of     these     instructive 
games.     Among  the  most  popular  of  the 
latter  are  the  flower-plays,  in  which  one 
member  of  the  class  represents  a  flower 
such  as  a  geranium   or     a  rose,     while 
others  go  through   the  motion   of  plant- 
ing, watering,  picking  and  caring  for  the 
plant,   the  teacher  all  the  while  explain- 
ing the  uses  of  the  various  processes.    As 
children  love  animals,  plays  dealing  with 
these    take    first     rank     in     popularity. 
Throughout    all    this    work    in    exercises 
and   games  no  hard  and  fast  rules   are 
observed,  but  the  class  and  teacher  form 
one   big     family,    as     it     were.     Froebel 
recognized    that     children    needed      sym- 
pathy and  this  is  a  very  important  part 
of   the    school's   equipment. 

Some  of  the  most  important  exercises 
are  those  for  developing  and  strengthen^ 
ing  the  memory.  As  a  rule  blind  per^ 
eons,  particularly  children,  have  poor 
memories.  Every  day,  say  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  pupils  lay  some  article  or  ar- 
ticles in  certain  place  or  places  and  in 
the  afternoon  go  to  find  them. 

On  the  second  floor  of  the  kinder- 
garten building  is  a  dormitory  capable 
of  housing  30  children,  each  room  con- 
taining three  bedrooms.  The  building 
is  designed  in  the  Italian  style  and  cost 
$65,000,  130,000  of  which  was  appropriated 
by  the  state.  The  interior  finish  is  early 
English  oak.  On  the  first  floor  is  a 
beautiful  sun-parlor,  and  in  the  base- 
ment are  the  dining  room  and  kitchen. 
The  school  has  its  own  outdoor  play- 
grounds, fitted  up  with  swings,  sliding- 
boards,   see-sews,   etc. 

In  this  connection  something  concern- 
ing Friedrich  Froebel  may  not  be  out  of 
place.  He  was  born  in  the  village  of 
Oberweissbach,  in  the  famous  Thuring- 
ian  forest  in  1782.  Neglected  in  youth  his 
sufferings  were  great.  In  the  forest  he 
spent  much  time  observing  and  oneditat- 
ing;  he  saw  the  unity  of  nature  and 
declared  that  as  man  and  nature  pro- 
ceeded from  the  same  source,  they  must 
be  governed  by  the  same  laws.  So  in  his 
"New  Education"  he  says  that  the  one 
thing  needful  for  man  is  unity  of  de- 
velopment, perfect  evolution  in  accord- 
ance with  the  laws  of  his  being;  in  fact, 
such  evolution  as  science  discovers  In 
the  other  organisms  of  nature. 


His  radical  views  on  child  education 
and  early  attempts  to  found  a  school  in 
which  his  methods  were  to  be  taught, 
met  with  indifference  and,  at  times, 
strong  opposition.  It  was  unfortunate 
that  the  mysticism  associated  with  his 
Ideas  on  education  clouded  the  whole 
scheme  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  Even 
as  late  as  1851  the  Prussian  government 
declared  that  "schools  founded  on  Froe- 
bel's  principles  or  principles  like  them. 
could  not  be  allowed."  Froebel  opened  his 
first  kindergarten  at  Blenkenburg  in  1837, 
where  young  teachers  were  Instructed  by 
him,  but  eight  years  subsequently  it 
was  closed. 

Froebel  was  a  pupil  of  the  great  Pes- 
talozzi,  one  of  the  pioneer  educators  of 
all  time.  The  latter  was  born  in  Zurich, 
Switzerland,  January  12,  1746,  of  Italian 
parents,  who  were  Protestant  refugees. 
He  held  that  the  aim  of  education  was 
to  prepare  men  to  be  what  they  will  be 
in  society.  Education,  he  said,  was  the 
harmonious  development  of  the  powers 
and  faculties  of  human  nature.  To  live, 
to  be  happy  in  his  state  of  life,  and  to 
become  a  useful  member  of*  society  Is 
the  destiny  of  man.  Regarding  the  child 
Pestalozzi  believed  that  the  center  of 
education  is  the  family  and  that  home. 
Influence  is  superior  to  books  and  meth- 
ods. The  first  instruction  must  come 
from  the  mother.  Froebel  dissented  from 
this  to  the  extent  that  the  child  also 
belonged  to  the  state,  as  well  as  the 
mother.  He  held  it  of  the  utmost  im- 
porance  that  mothers  be  instructed. 

It  has  been  said  that  Pestalozzi  re- 
stored to  credit  processes  of  method  of 
6ense  perception  which  he  said  was  the 
absolute  foundation  of  all  knowledge.  He 
also  realized  the  social  importance  of  the 
education  of  the  people  and  the  most 
suitable  means  of  determining  its  method. 
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BUNJLEIRLS  WILL  HE 
THEIR  COOKING  CLASSES 

New^%fartment  of  Domestic 

^cience  to  Be  Installed  in 
/     Bellefield  Institution. 


Domestic  science  for  blind  girls  is  the 
latest  development  of  the  educational 
work  carried  on  in  the  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  Blind,  Belle- 
field  avenue.  The  first  of  the  new  year 
will  see  this  newest  feature  installed, 
work  already  having  been  commenced 
preparatory  to  the  installation  of  the  ap- 
paratus which  will  be  identical  with  that 
employed  in  both  the  Margaret  Morrison 
Carnegie  School  and  the  Central  Young 
Women's   Christian   Association. 

A  room    in   the  basement  of  the  big  build- 
ing in  Bellefield  avenue  has  been  chosen 
for  the  work  and  is  now  being  adapted  to 
the  needs  of   the  department.    When   the 
equipment   is   in    place   there    will    be   ac- 
commodations   for    20    girl    students.    The 
small    individual   gas    stoves    used   in    the 
cooking    departments    of    both    the    Mar- 
garet  Morrison   Carnegie   school   and   the 
Y.  M.  C.   A.  will  be  put  in  place  for  the 
blind   girls,    who    will    be  taught   how    to 
cook.    The  course  will   be  made  as  prac- 
tical and  complete  as  possible,  so  that  the 
?irls,    when    they    leave    the    institutions, 
will    be   independent   even    as    far   as   the 
oreparation     of    food     is     concerned.    Xo 
eacher  has  yet  been  decided  on,  but  be- 
^~  holidays  it  is  expected  arrange- 
ments  will  be  completed  for  the  opening 
of   this, -new   department. 

The  erection  of  the  kindergarten  build- 
ing has  given  more  room  in  the  main 
building  for  the  development  of  the  work 
for  the  older  girls  and  boys  and  made 
possible  Ihis  latest  feature  of  practical 
education. 
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»s  Turned, 
for   Santa," 
Title. 


a  Christmas 
the 


The  pupils  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
!  Institution  for  the  Blind  will  give  an  op- 
eretta tonight  as  a  farewell  before  they 
return  to  their  homes  to  enjoy  the  cheer 
which  Christmas  brings.  "The  Tables 
Turned,  or  a  Christmas  for  Santa"  is 
the  title  of  the  operatic  playlet.  A  dress 
rehearsal  was  held  yesterday  afternoon. 
The  cast  consists  of  two  children,  Nor- 
man, impersonated  by  Elmer  Gucken,  and* 
Dorothy,  sung  by  Jean  Porterfield. 

When  they  start  to  the  woods  to  find 
1  Santa  they  suddenly  see  him  talking  to 
Jack  Frost,  who  is  Eugene  Morget,  and 
to  Snowflakes,  the  chorus.  They  decide 
to  give  Jack  a  Christmas  this  year,  since 
he  is  always  grumbling.  Santa  agrees 
to  the  proposition  and  invitations  are 
sent  out  to  all  the  world's  children.  When 
Christmas  comes  Santa  sends  out  his 
reindeer  all  over  the  world  and  Christmas 
joy  comes  to  all.  A  Christmas  entertain- 
ment was  given  in  the  kindergarten  tnis 
afternoon. 
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-eflfllSTMflS^  OPERETTA 

Tell  How  They  Gave  a  Christmas 

Party  for  Santa  Claus 

in  Fairyland. 


Bright,  catchy  music,  elaborate 
tumes  and  childish  enthusiasm  entered 
into  the  Christmas  operetta  sung  last 
night  by  the  pupils  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
making  it  a  very  successful  event.  It 
was  the  closing  feature  of  the  school 
term,  and  today  the  children  go  home  for 
Christmas. 

The  operetta,  sung  with  spirit  and  a 
discriminating  taste,  was  entitled  "The 
Tables  Turned,  or  a  Christmas  for  San- 
ta." The  stage  in  the  auditorium  was 
arranged  to  represent  the  land  of,  Christ- 
mas trees,  and"  during  the  early  part  of 
the  performance  the  snow  glistened  in  the 
light.  Later  the  room  became  dark  and 
the  stage  was  lighted  by  stars  over- 
head. The  children  were  all  in  costume 
and  sang  their  parts  admirably.  They 
had  been  trained  for  weeks  by  W.  L. 
Mayer,  director  of  music  in  the  institu- 
tion, Miss  Edna  Caskey  and  E.  A. 
Pratt  of  the  faculty. 

The  story  of  the  operetta  is  that  two 
children,  becoming  impatient,  started  ouif 
to  find  Santa  Claus.  They  "wander  on 
for  some  time  and  finally  become  badly 
frightened,  believing  they  are  lost;  They 
then  hear  the  voice  of  Santa  Claus.  He 
is  grumbling  about  always  being  com- 
pelled to  give  and  never  receiving  any- 
thing. He  complains  about  working  late'; 
and  the  fatigued  condition  of  his  aniV 
mals. 

The  snowflakes,  represented  by  a  chorus 
of  little  siils,  scold  Santa  for  grumbling 
when  children  come  to  see  him.  The 
two  wanderers  persuade  Santa  Claus  to 
abandon  his  work  for  a  year  and  the* 
write  to  the  children  of  the  world,  in- 
viting them  to  meet  in  Christmas  tree 
land    on    Christmas    day. 

The  idleness,  however,  makes  Santa  un- 
comfortable, and  lie  is  sent  out   to  gather 
in    the   children.     The    little   ones   present 
him    with    a    huge    stocking    in    which    i 
encased    a    little    boy.    representing    th 
love  of' the  children  of  the  world.     S 
relents    and    promises    to    spend    th< 
of    his    days    trying     to     make     chil.li> 
happy. 


BLIND  PUPILS  HAVE  DRESS 


REHEARSAL  FOR  OPERETTA 
THEY  WILL  GIVE  TONIGHT  IN  BELLEFIELD 


The    Principal    Soloists   and   the   Chorus  for   '-"The    labies  Turned, 
or,  A  Christmas  for  Santa." 

"The  Tables  Turned,  or.   A    Christmas    %  *'    is    the    title    of    the 

operetta  Which   the   pupils   in   the  Western   Pennsylvania  Institution   for   the 
Blind    will    sing-    tonight    as    the    last    event    before    they    go    home    fo 
Christmas   vacation.     Yesterday   afternoon   they  had    their   dress  rehear 
the   auditorium    of    the    institution,    at   Bellefield    avenue    and    Bayard    street, 
where   tonight    they   will   make   their   public   appearance. 


The  cast  consists  of  two  children,  "Norman."  impersonated  by  Elmer 
Gucken,  and  "Dorothy,"  sung  by  Jean  Porttrficld.  They  start  out  to  find 
Santa  Claus  and,  wandering-  through  the  woods,  they  suddenly  see  him 
talking  to  "Jack  Frost,"  who  is  Eugene  Morgret,  and  to  "Snowflakes."  the 
chorus,  and  grumbling  because  he  is  always  giving  presents  at  Christmas 
time  and  nobody  thinks  to  give  him  any.  The  children  speak  to  him,  and 
he  complains  that  the  workmen  are  slow  and  nothing  goes  just  right,  so 
the    little    girl    and   boy   decide    to    give    him   a   Christmas    this   year.     Santa 
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agrees  to  the  proposition  and  they  send  out  invitations  to  all  the  world's 
children  to  come  together  on  Christmas  Day  with  presents  for  Santa  Claus. 
Then  Santa  sends  Norman  and  Dorothy  home  in  the  care  of  the  big  "White 
Cat."   a   part    taken  b'v  Cosetta  Willett. 

"When    Christmas   Day   arrives   Sailta   sends   out   his  reindeer   all   over   the 
world   and   brings   the   children   to  !  V.     When   they   arrive   they   bring- 

to    him    an    immense    stocking    in    \  lie    finds    "Christmas    Joy,"    a    role 

presented    by   Holt   McAloney.     Sam  Us    la   so   pleased    that   he   promises 

never  again  to  be  discouraged  and  to  work  early  on  his  bag  of  toys 

for   next    year. 

This  afternoon    the   children   in    ' 
mas   entertainment,   when   their   fath. ■■ 
the   new   kindergarten   building.     Th< 
children    have    made    presents    which 
friends! 
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